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THE GREAT OUTDOORS
Hi, I’m TurfMutt, protector
of green spaces everywhere. Today a pair
of twins will try to turn their yard from “meh” to
amazing. Can they make it a living landscape?
Let’s check it out!

With “nothing to do” in the yard, the twins
play games on the internet with friends...

Wow, we’ve never gotten to this level before!

Watch and learn, guys!

Hello? Anyone in there? Your mom and dad asked
me to help spruce up the yard...

Ha! We
passed that level
weeks ago!

Hey, kids!
Uncle Matt
here!

LATER...

...and
it looks like you could use
some fresh air, too. Ask your
friends to join us!

We’re going to make this
the perfect outdoor space.

Why do we
even need one?

Why?! You can make this a spot where
migrating wildlife can come to rest...
...you can clean the air and bring
in more oxygen...
...and you can help make it a pollinator-friendly
zone for bees, birds, butterflies, and more.
Your yard can also be a natural place to
keep cool, and to have a whole new play
area—just to name a few ideas!
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So, how do
we start?

Why does that matter?

Oh, I get it!
Plants meant for this climate will
thrive and attract birds, butterflies, bees,
and other insects.

First, we have to
think about our climate zone. We have
different weather throughout the year: We have
a mix of rainy days and sunny days, and it
snows every winter, too.

Right! And that wildlife supports
pollination. Plants also prevent
water runoff and create cool
spots for us and our pets.

So those crab
apple trees over
there—they do
all of that?!

Absolutely.
Plants also clean the air by producing
oxygen, taking in carbon dioxide, and
capturing dust and pollution.
FIELD TRIP!

Great! I’ve got seedlings
for plants and trees
native to this area that
you can replant in your
yard. Enjoy it! Being
outdoors can lower
stress—which can help
you from getting sick.

OK. But...we
don’t have any
plants!
Not yet—but
I know just the
place!

Hi, everyone. Your uncle tells me
you’re doing a backyard project.
Yeah, we’re going to help
local birds and insects.

And no matter where you live, you can get
closer to nature. Plant flowers, plants, and
edible herbs in window boxes. Bring a towel to
sit on in a park. Visit a community garden
and get dirty there. And play outside!
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I was thinking about
bringing a comfy chair or blanket for
the yard. And the kids can set up their
sports equipment, too.

BACK HOME...

Now it’s your turn!
No matter where you are (city,
country, suburb, house, apartment,
school), you can create a nature
space. What will you create?

DESIGN
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1

Write about and/or draw with
accompanying text a nature space
your community could use.

2

Explain what elements you need in your
space, their purpose, and how it will benefit
your community.

3

Share your design with your teacher.

Your nature space design should demonstrate: effectiveness of the nature space,
innovation (creativity), personal connection, and a polished presentation.
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