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Discussion Questions for 
Sisters by Raina Telgemeier
Raina can’t wait to be a big sister. But once Amara is born, the two girls 
have trouble getting along. Their relationship doesn’t improve much 
over the years, but when they go on a family road trip, they realize they 
must figure out how to get along. They are sisters, after all.

 1.  Raina wants a sister so badly, but once Amara 
is born, she is different than Raina expected. 
Discuss a time something you wanted didn’t 
turn out the way you thought it would.  

 2.  Do you think most siblings have strong 
relationships? Why or why not?   

 3.  Amara and Raina have differences and 
similarities. List some differences and 
similarities that you have with one of  your 
siblings or good friends. What are the pros and 
cons of  these differences and similarities in your 
relationship? 

 4.  At the family reunion, Raina feels too young 
to be with her older cousin and too old to be 
with her sister. Explain a time you felt as if  
you didn’t belong and how you handled the 
situation.

 5.  Once Raina starts to be nice to her sister, 
Amara refuses the colored pencils she had 
asked to borrow. How do you think Amara 
feels? How do you think Raina feels?

6.  Amara draws spirit animals for members of  her 
family. Draw a spirit animal for each of  your 
family members and discuss why you chose that 
animal.    

 7.  At first Mango causes tension between the girls, 
but the snake ends us bringing them closer 
together. How do they bond over the snake?   

 8.  Look at pages 194 to 196. What change do you 
see in Raina and Amara’s relationship? 

 9.  What could you do to strengthen a relationship 
with a sibling, cousin, or friend?

 10.  Have you ever taken a long car ride? Describe 
your experience and what you did to keep from 
getting bored. 

Check the Mother-Daughter Book Club 
archive for discussion starters for 

Raina Telgemeier’s books Smile and Drama.


