THE NAZI
INVASION, 1944

by Lauren Tarshis
illustrated by Scott Dawson

Scholastic Inc.




If you purchased this book without a cover, you should be aware that this book
is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and destroyed” to the publisher,
and neither the author nor the publisher has received any payment for this

“stripped book.”

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without written permission of the publisher. For
information regarding permission, write to Scholastic Inc., Attention:
Permissions Department, 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

ISBN 978-0-545-45938-9

Text copyright © 2014 by Lauren Tarshis
[lustrations copyright © 2014 by Scholastic Inc.
All rights reserved. Published by Scholastic Inc.
SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or

registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc.
121110987654321 14 15 16 17 18 19/0
Printed in the U.S.A. 40

First printing, January 2014
Designed by Tim Hall



CHAPTER 1

AUGUST 10, 1944
LODA FOREST
EASTERN POLAND

All across Europe, Jewish people were being
hunted.

Millions were already dead.

But eleven-year-old Max Rosen was deter-
mined to stay alive.

Max thought that he and his little sister, Zena,

would be safe in this forest.

1



But now they were caught in a massive
bombing attack.

German planes roared through the sky,
dropping 1,000-pound bombs that fell with shat-
tering explosions.

Kaboom!

Enormous trees became flaming torches.

Sparks showered down like burning snowtlakes.

Twisted metal and razor-sharp shards of wood
blew up all around them.

And this was only the beginning.

Soon, soldiers with machine guns would
stampede through the forest, hunting for people
who had survived the explosions and fires.
Anyone they caught would be shot on the spot.

Max gripped Zena’s hand and they ran for
their lives. Their only hope was a nearby swamp.
They could hide in the mud and slime, with the
snakes and the snapping turtles and the razor-
sharp grass.

But then came the biggest explosion of all.
KABOOM!



The force ripped Max away from Zena, and
sent him flying through the air.

His body twisted and turned. His mind swirled
with terror.

Smack!

He landed in a ditch. He lay there, dazed.

Was he still alive?

But then there was a thundering crack above.

Max looked up just in time to see a massive

flaming tree crashing down on top of him.





