








CRITERIA 

TOTAL POINTS

Mathematical Reasoning 

∞ �Takes valid, logical steps to solve the problem (and points out patterns or other 
math concepts where applicable)

∞ Uses math vocabulary 

° Examples: quotient, quantity, dependent variable, distributive property

BONUS Innovation of Approach

��∞ �Creative, non-traditional, or exceptionally efficient

Presentation

��∞ �Legible

��∞ �Essay Length: half a page minimum; two pages maximum

��∞ �Calculations (or graphs, charts, or diagrams, as applicable) are integrated into the 
essay body (not on a separate sheet) 

Possible  
Points

Points
Earned

10

10

10

3

30-33

RUBRIC

Use the criteria below to help you write your contest entry. The contest judges will use 
these criteria to pick winners. Your teacher may also use this sheet to grade your work.

Audience for your math argument: Write as if you are explaining the math to a student in 
your class who was absent and isn’t sure how to solve this problem. 

THE    HARDEST MATH PROBLEM 
STUDENT CONTEST 

Rubric/Judging Criteria

Name                                                                                                                                 

Try Your>
Clarity, Organization, and Precision 

∞ �Explains their steps in an organized way

∞ �Balances the amount of detail

° �Enough detail to be clear (reader doesn’t have to figure anything out  
themselves), but not so much detail that it’s repetitive, confusing, or  
tiring to read 

∞ �Attaches units to all numbers 

° �Examples: hours/hrs, dollars/$, inch/“/in

∞ �Gives context of each number, especially when first used

° �Example: saying “the 5 cups of flour remaining in the bag” instead of just “5”


