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It’s a story with a setting based on historical facts, but the details of the characters and plot are made up.

Illustration
This painting
is inspired by
historical photos.
It’s in a fictional
book about a girl
who welcomes her
cousin to America.

Historical
Photo
This photo shows
real immigrants
from other
countries arriving
at Ellis Island in
New York City.

Made possible by:

Historical
Artifact

Chapter
Book

This Ellis Island
ledger lists the
people on a ship
who immigrated
to America.

This scene is from
a historical fiction
book. The story
is made up, but it
includes real
details based on
historical facts.

Explore historical fiction through
the American Girl Character series!
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Sponsored Educational Materials

EX PLOR ING

Historical Fiction
ELA and Social Stu die s Activiti es
GRADES 2–5

Look inside
for a chance to
win American
Girl books!

Get more materials at
scholastic.com/historicalfiction.

Lesson

Understanding
Historical Fiction
Bring historical fiction to life with
creative activities that let students
journey to the past.

Students will
investigate image
clues and primary
sources to draw
conclusions about
historical fiction,
then create their own
historical fiction book
cover and blurb.

Time
40 minutes

Materials
• What Is Historical
Fiction? poster
• Rebecca: The Sound
of Applause book
excerpt
• Draw a Book Cover!
activity sheet
• Optional: Resource
pack of images from
poster and historical
book covers

CHANCE TO
WIN!
Want a set of
American Girl
books for your
classroom? Enter
students’ drawings
of kids from the
past for a chance to
win. Learn more at
scholastic.com
/historicalfiction
/sweeps.

1

Hook students by having
them examine the Ellis Island
photograph on the What Is Historical
Fiction? poster. Ask what they notice
(e.g., photo is in black and white, oldfashioned clothes, no rolling suitcases,
etc.). If you’d like, reproduce and hand
out the larger versions of the poster
images from the resource pack, or use
photos or documents from the time
period you are currently teaching.

2

Ask students what they think
historical fiction might be. Build
on their answers to explain that it’s a
mix of fact and fiction—an imaginary
story set in the past that shows what life
was like then. Often the characters in
the story are made up, but the setting
and some aspects of the plot are based
on historical facts. Some characters
may also be real people who lived
during the time period.

3

Have students work in pairs to
brainstorm what they think the
people on the poster are doing and
thinking. Prompts to get them started:
What might be in their bundles? What
can you imagine about how the adults
and kids are feeling based on their facial
expressions and how they are sitting?

4

Have them share their ideas
with the class. Explain that they
just made their own historical fiction,
blending history with their imaginations.

5

Read students the excerpt
on the poster and excerpt
sheet from Rebecca: The Sound of
Applause. Discuss, comparing 1914
with today. Prompts: How did people
travel, play, shop, and live then? Now?

6

Explain that students will draw
their own historical fiction
book cover. Hand out the Draw a
Book Cover! activity sheet along with
historical fiction books for reference
(or book covers from the resource
pack). After the activity, have students
share their creations in groups.

Supporting All Learners
To add scaffolding or support
ELLs
• Give sentence starters: In 1914,
people wore…. Now they wear….
• Sort pictures of clothes and
transportation from 1914 and
2019 on a Then and Now chart.
To increase the challenge
• Have students conduct research
on a specific time period before
making their book cover.

Extension
• Students investigate another
era and make a Time Travel
brochure with images and text
to show what life was like then.

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division

Objective

Activity

Name

Draw a Book Cover!
Illustrate your own historical fiction book cover. How
will you show that the story happens in the past?
1. Prepare
Analyze the covers of
historical fiction books.
You can look at...
• Clothes and objects
• How people traveled
• How buildings looked
2. Pick your setting
• 1770—people traveled by
horse-drawn carriage or
boat
• 1870—people traveled by
steam train or boat
• 1970—people traveled by
car, train, or airplane
• Another time in the past
3. Pick your plotline
• Moving to a new home
• Getting lost
• Making a new best friend
• Your own idea
4. Draw your cover
Include clues that show both
the historical and fictional.
Create a book blurb about your story on the back of this page. What is your
character’s challenge? How do you combine history and your imagination?

Sponsored

Family Activity

Discovering
Family History
Help your child build family connections
while learning about history.
• Have them interview a parent, grandparent,
or other special family member.
• Let them use your phone to video-record
the interview.
• Have them write down notes below or on
a separate sheet of paper.
• Help them trim the video into a short “news
report” to share with the whole family.
1. What year was it when you

4. What music did you listen to?

2. What major news event happened

5. How did you keep in touch with

when you were a kid?

your friends?

3. Where did you go to school?

6. What is your favorite memory of

What was it like?

being my age? Least favorite?

CHANCE TO WIN!
Kids can win American Girl character books when a parent,
legal guardian, or teacher submits their drawing of a moment
in history: scholastic.com/historicalfiction/sweeps.
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Eligibility: students in grades 2–5, 50 US & DC. Entries may be submitted only by the student’s
teacher or parent, 18+. To enter, a student’s parent, legal guardian, or teacher must download 1 of the 3 student entry forms
from scholastic.com/historicalfiction/sweeps. Entry period: 8/19/19 to 9/30/19 (11:59 p.m. ET) (mail-in entries, postmarked by
9/30/19 and received by 10/7/19). Void where prohibited. Rules and prizing: scholastic.com/historicalfiction/sweeps/rules.
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were my age?

Historical Fiction Text Excerpts

Rebecca squinted through the fog at the brick immigration building on Ellis Island. She
was worried about her cousin Ana. Her uncle had sent a telegram weeks ago saying they had
escaped Russia with great difficulty. Rebecca felt sure that if Ana arrived safely, the two of them
would be like sisters.
Excerpt from Rebecca and Ana by Jacqueline Dembar Greene

Poppa had moved to Detroit and opened his flower shop–where Yvonne now had a
summer job. Now Mommy made the best cake ever, and Dwayne was determined to succeed in
a music career so that he would be treated fairly. None of them had ever given up hope. Melody
felt inspired.
Dr. King was chanting, “Free at last! Free at last!” The applause was like thunder in the
sunshine.
On the walk back to the car, Melody made an announcement. “For Youth Day, I’m going
to do ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing.’”
“That’s a big song for you, Little One!” Poppa said with a smile. She saw Mommy
nodding her approval.
“Yes, it is,” Melody said to him. “But when I hear it, I feel the way I did listening to Dr.
King. That’s how I want the audience to feel when I sing at Youth Day. Dwayne says when the
words mean something special to a singer, amazing things happen.”
Big Momma gave Melody’s hand a squeeze. “Your brother is right. And I believe my
chick can do anything she sets her mind to.”
Excerpt from Melody No Ordinary Sound by Denise Lewis Patrick

