
SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

STEP INTO Climatology
LESSON PREP
BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
Prepare for your virtual reality adventure with these tips and guidelines.

SET-UP TIPS
1.    Review each Wild Immersion film before class. The Wild Immersion films 

in the Lenovo VR Classroom are a 360-degree experience. The only 
way students will be able to view the entire scene is by standing and 
rotating in a full circle while wearing their headsets. Make sure the 
classroom is prepped for this movement. NOTE: For safety, students 
should not walk around the room while using the headsets.

2.    The first time that you use new technology in a lesson will take longer 
than planned, but it will get easier as you and the students become 
familiar. If you’re new to VR technology, visit edut.to/226XXVz and 
type in “virtual reality tips” into the search field to help you get 
started.

3.    Review each Wild Immersion film carefully before class so that you are 
prepared to answer student questions.

USER TIPS
1.    To watch the Wild Immersion films, students will need a Lenovo VR 

headset and a pair of headphones. Plug the headphones into the audio 
port on the right side of the headset.

2.    Students should turn on the headset and then put it on along with the 
connected headphones.

3.    Once the headset is on, students can use the controller that comes 
with the headset to navigate to the SKYBOX VR Video Player app. The 
Wild Immersion films are already downloaded into this app.

4 .    Instruct students to choose the relevant film and press Play. They can 
use the controller to Pause. The buttons on the right control Volume.

FEATURED WILD IMMERSION FILM: ASIA & OCEANIA

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. 
PHOTO CREDITS: From Wild Immersion Asia & Oceania, available with Lenovo VR Classroom. 
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INSTRUCTIONS
DAY ONE
ENGAGE (15 minutes)
1.    Before class, gather images of several 

different types of climates, such as a desert, 
an Arctic tundra, a tropical rainforest, a 
high-mountain area, and a dry grassland. 
Display the photos on the board. Ask 
students: How would you describe climate 
in each of the places in the photos? What 
differences and similarities do you see? Prompt 
them to cite evidence from the photos to 
support their answers (such as the types and 
abundance of plants they see, etc.).

2.    Ask students: What is the difference between 
weather and climate? (Weather describes 
the conditions over a short period of time; 
climate describes the average conditions of 
an area over a long period.) Discuss factors 
that they think affect an area’s climate. (For 
example: position relative to the equator 
and poles, height above sea level, etc.)

EXPLORE (10 MINUTES)
3.    Separate the class into small groups and 

have students log on to the interactive map 
at go.grolier.com/atlas?id=mtlr087. Explain 
that they can visualize models of different 
climate and geographical features on Earth 
by clicking on each of the colored dots. Ask 
them to use the tool to make observations 
about the patterns of the following factors 
around Earth: temperature, precipitation, 
ocean currents, and wind systems. 

EXPLAIN (20 MINUTES)
4.    As students begin working, write the 

following questions on the board. Explain 
that they should use the map to determine 
answers to the questions:

    ®  What is the wettest region on Earth?
    ®  What is the difference between how 

winds move in the northern hemisphere 
and southern hemisphere? 

    ®  How do the temperatures in Western 
Europe compare with those in Eastern 
Europe? 

    ®  How might ocean currents affect the 
climate in Western Europe?

5.    Reconvene as a class and discuss what they 
learned. Prompt them to cite evidence from 
the maps to support their answers. 

    Answers ® The tropics are the wettest 
regions. ® Winds in the northern 
hemisphere rotate in a clockwise direction 
while winds in the southern hemisphere 
rotate counterclockwise. This is due to the 
Coriolis effect and it’s why hurricanes rotate 
clockwise and typhoons (found in the southern 
hemisphere) rotate counterclockwise.  
® Western Europe is warmer than Eastern 
Europe. ® Ocean currents have a large 
influence on weather on land. They act like 
a conveyor belt bringing warm water away 
from the equator and cold water from the 
poles back toward the equator. Similar heat 
movement occurs in the atmosphere through 
wind currents.

DAY TWO
ELABORATE AND EVALUATE (45 minutes)
1.    Separate students into the same groups. 

Briefly discuss what they learned about  
how ocean currents and other factors  
affect climate. 

2.    Distribute the VR headsets and headphones 
to each group and explain that they are 
going to watch the Wild Immersion film 
Asia & Oceania. Tell students to split up the 
10-minute film into equal segments for each 
student to watch. As each student watches, 
they should describe what they see in the 

different scenes, including place being 
featured, what animal is highlighted, and 
the climate at that location. What evidence 
do they see that gives clues about what 
the climate is like? (Such as sandy desert 
conditions, bamboo forests, etc.) Encourage 
them to take notes of their observations. 

3.    Pass out the Climate Log activity sheets. 
Explain that each group should choose one 
location in Asia or Australia from the video. 
Have them complete the activity sheet in 
their groups, using observations from the 
film, evidence from the interactive climate 
map, and their own research.

FINAL PROJECT
Have each student or student group conduct 
their own research to learn more about the 
Coriolis effect. As a final project, have them 
create a model that explains the phenomenon.

OCEANS AND CLIMATE
KEY QUESTIONS 
What is the difference between weather and climate? 
What is ocean circulation and how does it affect climate?

KEY STANDARDS 
MS-ESS2-6 Earth’s Systems Develop and use a model to describe how unequal heating and rotation of the 
Earth cause patterns of atmospheric and oceanic circulation that determine regional climates.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
NOAA Ocean Explorer     bit.ly/2JvSCrk
Coriolis Effect article     bit.ly/2uUho1E
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TIME 
Two 45-minute class periods. Additional time 
for Final Project.
MATERIALS 
Lenovo VR headsets and headphones, 
Climate Log activity sheet, preloaded  
Wild Immersion film: Asia & Oceania,  
Internet access

PHOTO CREDIT: From Wild Immersion Asia & Oceania, available with Lenovo VR Classroom. 
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CLIMATE FACTORS  
Draw a diagram that shows how they affect your chosen region and label 
the different features.

LOC ATION

CLIMATE ZONE NAME 

Climate describes the average weather conditions of an area over a long period of 
time. Choose a region of Asia or Australia and collect information about its climate.

CLIMATE LOG

CLIMATE CHAR ACTERISTICS  

CLIMATE IMPACT  
Explain how the climate might affect organisms that live there. Describe  
at least one adaptation that might help them survive in the climate. 

STEP INTO Climatology

PHOTO CREDIT: From Wild Immersion Asia & Oceania, available with Lenovo VR Classroom.  




