
SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

STEP INTO Biology
LESSON PREP
BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
Prepare for your virtual reality adventure with these tips and guidelines.

SET-UP TIPS
1.    Review each Wild Immersion film before class. The Wild Immersion films 

in the Lenovo VR Classroom are a 360-degree experience. The only 
way students will be able to view the entire scene is by standing and 
rotating in a full circle while wearing their headsets. Make sure the 
classroom is prepped for this movement. NOTE: For safety, students 
should not walk around the room while using the headsets.

2.    The first time that you use new technology in a lesson will take longer 
than planned, but it will get easier as you and the students become 
familiar. If you’re new to VR technology, visit edut.to/226XXVz and 
type in “virtual reality tips” into the search field to help you get 
started.

3.    Review each Wild Immersion film carefully before class so that you are 
prepared to answer student questions.

USER TIPS
1.    To watch the Wild Immersion films, students will need a Lenovo VR 

headset and a pair of headphones. Plug the headphones into the audio 
port on the right side of the headset.

2.    Students should turn on the headset and then put it on along with the 
connected headphones.

3.    Once the headset is on, students can use the controller that comes 
with the headset to navigate to the SKYBOX VR Video Player app. The 
Wild Immersion films are already downloaded into this app.

4 .    Instruct students to choose the relevant film and press Play. They can 
use the controller to Pause. The buttons on the right control Volume.

FEATURED WILD IMMERSION FILM: AMAZONIA

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. 
PHOTO CREDITS: From Wild Immersion Amazonia, available with Lenovo VR Classroom.  
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INSTRUCTIONS
DAY ONE
ENGAGE (10 minutes)
1.    Project this map of the major world biomes: 

bit.ly/2OZ3Jf8. Ask students: What is a 
biome? (A large community of living things 
that coexist in particular climate conditions.) 
Have students look at the map and identify 
the world’s forest biomes. What do they 
observe about where each type of biome is 
located? Guide them to make predictions 
about the characteristics of the different 
biomes.

EXPLORE (35 MINUTES)
2.    Separate the class into 10 groups. Distribute 

the Layered Forest activity sheet.
3.    Give each group a VR headset. Provide 

the students with 30 minutes to share 
the headsets and headphones and watch 
the Wild Immersion film Amazonia. As 
they watch, they should make careful 
observations about the features of the 
rainforest, paying particular attention to 
where in the forest each organism lives. 
What are the similarities and differences 
between the habitats? Have each group 
record their observations on the activity 
sheet. Explain that they will have time to 
conduct additional research to complete the 
activity in the following class period.

DAY TWO
RESEARCH (25 minutes)
1.    Have students reassemble in their groups 

from the previous class period. Allow  
the groups 30 minutes to conduct research 
to learn more about the different layers 
of the rainforest (emergent layer, canopy, 
understory, forest floor).

2.    When everyone is finished, reconvene as a 
class to discuss what they learned. Ask the 
class: What are the major differences between 
the different layers of the rainforest?  

3.    Explain that rainforests are hot spots for the 
world’s biodiversity. There are more types of 
organisms in a rainforest than in any other 
biome on land. Ask the class: How do you 
think the structure of a rainforest helps support 
the biodiversity? Encourage students to cite 
evidence from their diagrams to support 
their answers. (There are several types of 
habitats within a rainforest with varied 
conditions that can support different types of 
organisms.) 

ELABORATE AND EVALUATE (20 minutes)
4.    Open the interactive map from Forest Watch: 

bit.ly/2vESUaW. Center on an area of South 
America where the Amazon rainforest is 
located and use the tools to explore how  
the forest is affected by human activities 
such as mining and deforestation. For 
example, press Play at the bottom of the 
page to show how tree cover has been 
lost. Click on Land Use to highlight where 
resources are being extracted. As they 
analyze, ask students to predict how these 
factors will affect the rainforest’s biodiversity. 

FINAL PROJECT
Have students research one way in which the 
rainforest benefits other parts of the world. 
(For example: It is a resource for foods and 
medicines; it absorbs carbon dioxide and 
produces oxygen; it adds to the water cycle.) 
Have students create posters to explain which 
elements of the rainforest biome humans rely 
on and how humans might be affected if it were 
destroyed. Posters should also include suggested 
actions people can take to help this biome.

EXPLORE THE RAINFOREST
KEY QUESTIONS 
What are the characteristics of a rainforest? 
What factors affect the biodiversity of a rainforest? 
Why are rainforests important to the rest of the planet?

KEY STANDARDS 
MS-LS2-1 1-6 Ecosystems Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics: Analyze and interpret data to provide 
evidence for the effects of resource availability on organisms and populations of organisms in an ecosystem.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Biomes: Video and Online Quiz from Scholastic Study Jams     bit.ly/1NF39if
World Wildlife Fund article     bit.ly/2Ovh7Y1

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. 

TIME 
Two 45-minute class periods. Additional time 
for Final Project.
MATERIALS 
Lenovo VR headsets and headphones, 
Layered Forest activity sheet, preloaded Wild 
Immersion film: Amazonia, Internet access

PHOTO CREDITS: From Wild Immersion Amazonia, available with Lenovo VR Classroom.  
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A rainforest is made up of several different layers. Use your observations from 
the Wild Immersion film Amazonia along with your own research to determine 
the characteristics of each layer. Describe the layers in the boxes below. Your 
descriptions should include: 
    ®  Layer name
    ®  Conditions in the layer, such as temperature and amount of sunlight 
    ®  Types of plants and animals that are found there

LAYERED FOREST

PHOTO CREDITS: Banner from Wild Immersion Amazonia, available with Lenovo VR Classroom; ekolara/iStock (rainforest illustration).  




