
A Pocket 
Help your class take extra pride in their personal poetry collections. These poem pockets can 
be displayed on a bulletin board, hung on the backs of students’ chairs, or worn like a pouch 
for sharing during a poetry party!

Poetry Craft

Craft Duration: 20 minutes 
 
Materials 

• 9- by 12-inch construction paper  
in assorted colors, one sheet for  
every student

• File folder (for pocket template)
• Copies of poems on narrow slips  

of paper, no wider than 3½ inches 
• Scissors
• Glue sticks or stapler
• Markers or crayons
• Tape (if pockets are to be hung  

on chair backs)
• Hole punch and yarn (if pockets  

are to be worn as lanyards)

 

Setup
• Cut the construction paper into halves so you have  

two half sheets for each student.

• Draw a template of the pocket on the file folder,  
using the pocket illustration above as a guide. Cut 
out multiple templates. Include the stitching marks 
so students can replicate the designs on their own 
pockets if they choose to.

• Have students select the poems they will put in 
their pockets from photocopies of poems you  
provide, poems they have written themselves,  
or poems students bring in from home.

• Cut lengths of yarn (if pockets are to be worn  
like lanyards).

 
Instructions 

Step 1 Explain that students will be making their  
own special pockets to store their favorite poems. 
Hand out two half sheets of paper to each student.

Step 2 Demonstrate how they will use the templates  
to trace the pocket shape on their construction paper. 
Give students the templates, and have them cut out 
and decorate their pockets as they wish with  
markers or crayons.

Step 3 Show students how to attach their pockets to 
the half sheet of construction paper, gluing only the 
sides and bottom of the pockets so the poems can fit  
inside (alternately, you can attach them with a stapler). 

Step 4 Once the pockets are ready, have students write 
their names on the back of the pockets and put their 
favorite poems inside. The poems can be folded,  
if necessary.


