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Grades 9–12 Activity

Pioneering Change:
Brainstorm and Research
Our planet is facing a number of challenges to the health of its environment and its ecosystems. Addressing
environmental concerns starts with recognizing a problem and then taking action to find a solution. The
following steps will help you explore a modern-day environmental issue and then write an informative blog
post to educate others about it.
Step 1: Choose a Topic.
What environmental issues interest you? What problems would you
like to see addressed? What issue would you like to explore?
Environmental Issue: _________________________________
Step 2: Conduct Research.
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Dig up all the information you can on your topic. Investigate the
cause of the problem, its effects on people and on the planet, and
ways others have attempted (both successfully and unsuccessfully)
to tackle the issue in the past. Also, consider why this particular
problem might be hard to solve and how solutions could benefit
people and the planet, as well as any controversy surrounding the
environmental issue.
Step 3: Get Organized.

Research Tips*

As you research, you’ll develop your own point of view. Use an
outline to organize your thoughts. Outlining will help reveal what’s
missing and any further research you need to conduct.

Use multiple sources to explore your
topic, including:

Step 4: Brainstorm.
You may have a few ideas by now, but continue brainstorming
realistic and fact-based solutions. Consider what it would take to put
them into action. Compare your ideas to what others have done in
the past. Could you improve on their successes or failures?
Step 5: Write.
Write an informative blog post about your environmental issue.
Support your point of view with strong facts, and make sure your
ideas are organized and clear. For each source, list a full MLAformat citation.

• Primary Sources: first-person
accounts, official documents
• Secondary Sources: textbooks,
magazines and newspapers,
encyclopedias
*Cite sources in your notes to distinguish
published material from your own.

