
Team Meetings are important in order to answer every question with as much detail 
as possible. Provide quantifiable results to support your observations and theories. Remember to 
submit your Action Plan as a PowerPoint file or online.
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      Take a Stand 

Low Total Score: Select one of the recommendations 
you came up with to make one area of your community 
more sustainable. Then write an argumentative essay to 
explain why you think this would be an important idea to 
put into action for your city or town. 

High Total Score: Write an argumentative essay 
in support of your community’s current good green 
practices. Discuss how these initiatives have helped 
your city thrive and why other communities should  
adopt similar initiatives. 

   Writing Tips
An argumentative essay should convince readers 
about the merits of a particular idea. When writing this 
type of essay:

•   Begin with a thesis statement, which sets up what 
you will be writing about.  

•   Support claims with evidence, not opinions.  
You should then explain and interpret this evidence  
for your audience.

•   Acknowledge opposing views and address their 
pros and cons. 

   

Environmental Areas

Sustainability Score  
(1 not sustainable to  
10 very sustainable)

Recommend ways to improve this area within your 
community, or describe your community’s current  

good green practices.

Energy: Does your community’s energy 
come from burning fossil fuels or cleaner, 
renewable sources like solar or wind power? 

Air Quality: Does your community have 
smoggy skies or high rates of asthma?

Water: Where does your community get its 
water? Does it take measures to conserve this 
resource? How polluted are its waterways? 

Waste: Does your community have a  
recycling program or other ways to reduce 
waste? How about a composting program?

Nature: Does your community have plenty of 
green spaces set aside for people and nature?

Transportation: Does your town have bike 
lanes, bike-sharing programs, car sharing, 
public transportation, or electric vehicle 
charging stations? 

Buildings: Does your local government 
require structures to be built using sustainable 
materials and technologies?

Grades 6–12 Activity

 Sustainability Scorecard 
Many communities are doing their part to help the environment and, in turn, their 
residents are reaping the benefits of going green. Use the scorecard below to evaluate the 
eco-friendliness of your city or town. Then brainstorm sustainable solutions to fix problem areas in 
your community. Base your ideas on initiatives currently being used by successful eco-cities, as well 
as your own creativity and research. If your community already has a small environmental footprint, 
explain the good green practices that helped them become so sustainable.


