
Reproducible 2  Name:  

Electricity & History
The story of Benjamin Franklin’s kite-flying experiment in 1752 is widely 
known. On a stormy night, he went outside and tied a metal key to the 
bottom of a kite. Electricity from the storm clouds flowed down the string 
and he received an electrical shock. (It wasn’t a smart idea in terms of 
safety!) Although Ben Franklin didn’t actually invent electricity, he did 
confirm that electricity exists in nature. 

Throughout the next century, scientists and engineers sought 
to make light from electricity. In 1879, Thomas Edison invented 
the first practical, long-running incandescent lightbulb. By 
1882, he opened America’s first big electric power plant in New 
York City, which could power more than 1,000 lights. By 1930, 
the majority of people living in urban areas had electric power. And 
by 1945, the Rural Electrification Administration made this a reality 
for most rural areas as well. 

Today, electricity is a comfort that we expect at home, at school, 
and at work. It’s important that we understand its history so that 
we can appreciate it in our daily lives and use it wisely and safely. 

1. What is it? 

2. What does it do? 

3. How does it work? 

4. Who would use it? 

5. What safety features would it have? 

6. What is it called? 

7. What does it look like?  
Draw your design.

What Will the Next Big Invention Be?
Since the discovery of electricity, great minds have invented some of the innovations that  
we now find it hard to live without—like lightbulbs, refrigerators, computers, and cell phones. 
Brainstorm what you think the next big invention will be! Answer the following questions on  
a separate sheet of paper to help you plan the invention:

  Electrical Safety Tips
•	If	you	see	hanging	wires	outdoors,	

stay away and tell a grown-up.
•	Never	pull	electric	cords.
•	Tell	a	grown-up	if	you	see	a	frayed	

electric cord.


