
Goal  
Students will examine how providing pets with different types of 
habitats keeps them safe, healthy, and happy.

SEL Skills 
Builds empathy,  
self-awareness, and  
responsible decision-making

Time Required  
40–60 minutes

Materials

What Animal Are You Like? (poster); Activity Sheet 1: Which Habitat 
Is the Perfect Fit?; Features of My Habitat sheets; blank paper; color 
pencils

1.  After students have used the What Animal Are You Like? poster to 
pair themselves with a pet, ask them what they think a habitat is. 
Define a habitat as the place/environment where an animal lives.

2.  Explain that all habitats provide animals with four essential things  
they need to survive. Ask students to brainstorm what they are 
(food, water, shelter, sufficient space).

3.  Point out that once a pet’s basic needs are met, they also need a 
habitat to help them be happy and safe. Have students read the 
Features of My Habitat sheets and choose a pet to study. Ask them 
to take notes on information about how to keep their pet healthy.

4.  Emphasize that pets require habitats with features that reflect 
what their homes would be like in the wild. End with a discussion 
about the different features of the habitats the students studied, 
and how each feature supports animal health. 

5.  Hand out Activity Sheet 1: Which Habitat Is the Perfect Fit? 
(Answers: hamster/pen, guppy/aquarium, bearded dragon/
terrarium.) Tell students they will now create their own pet habitat 
by following the directions at the bottom of the sheet. 

LESSON 1  
What Does an 
Animal Habitat 
Need? 

Teacher  
Instructions 

Which Habitat Is the Perfect Fit?
Draw a line connecting each pet to the home that you think is the right 
match. What elements does each pet need in his home to thrive?

Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials Activity Sheet 1

Hamster Bearded dragonGuppy

Aquarium Terrarium Pen

Design a New Pet Home! 

A   Choose a pet and 
sketch its habitat on a 
separate sheet of paper. 
Leave space to draw 
inside the habitat. 

C   Label the features 
and write a sentence 
underneath describing 
how each feature is 
good for the pet.

Name

B   Next, draw the different 
habitat features your 
pet needs (water bowl, 
exercise wheel, etc.). 
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My Habitat
I live in a wire cage called a pen. I like to have lots of space to move around!

Hamster

What to Feed Me
• Pellet food every day

•  Vegetables (dark leafy greens) every other day 

•  Fruit (apples, bananas, or melon) once a week 

• Treats (raisins or alfalfa) weekly 

• Water every day

More About Me
•  I don’t like to be hot—make sure 

you keep my pen in a cool spot. 

•  I’m noisy at night, so you might not 
want to keep me in your bedroom.  

•  I like a clean home—add fresh 
paper bedding every week.

My pen 
 has a solid 

bottom  
and wire 

mesh top.

Water bottle

My food dish

Shredded 
paper is my 

bedding.

I love my 
exercise 
wheel.

This ramp has  
a hiding spot 

so I can explore 
and play!
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My Habitat
I live in a glass-fronted cage called a terrarium that has a warm side and a cool side. 

What to Feed Me
•  Insects (crickets, mealworms) every day

•  Pellet food once a day 

•  Vegetables (chopped dark leafy greens, carrots) 
every other day 

•  Fruits (apples, bananas, melon) once a week

•  Water every day

More About Me 
•  My skin needs to stay moist. Mist 

me once a day with warm water.

•  I like a tidy home. Remove my 
droppings every week, and change 
the sand in my cage once a month. 

•  I love to crawl on the rock so I can 
get closer to the heat.

Sand 

Bearded Dragon

Terrarium with 
screened lid

Thermometer/
hygrometer 
to measure 

temperature 
and humidity

A rock 
beneath 

the bulb so 
I can warm 

myself

Branches so I 
can hideI use this 

as a water 
bowl—and 

a pool!
My food bowl

UVA/UVB bulb 
for heat and 

sunlight
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My Habitat
My home is a large glass tank called an aquarium. It’s filled with water, of course!

What to Feed Me
•  Fish flakes twice a day (just a 

pinch!)

•  Frozen brine shrimp or 
bloodworms for a treat, once 
every 1–2 weeks

More About Me
•  I’m part of a category of peaceful fish called 

community fish. I like living with a group. 

•  I prefer fresh water; replace about 10 percent of my 
water each week. 

•  I like swimming through plants—and they help keep 
my water clean.

Aquarium gravel 

Guppy 

Aquarium 
with hood

Lights make it 
easy for you to 
watch me swim 

(and they give my 
plants energy).  

This filter keeps 
my water healthy 
so I can breathe.

I hide behind 
these rocks. 

Look! Live 
plants!

This heater 
keeps my 

water warm.

Thermometer


