
Dear Parents,
At school, your child has been learning key social and emotional 
skills through the lens of caring for pets. Animals aren’t just fun, 
they also help your child practice responsible decision-making, 
empathy, and building strong emotional bonds. 

Teaching kids about pet care also helps them make important 
connections to the responsibilities they have at home. Here’s how 
to use our fun responsibility chart:

•  Help your child fill in the chart with their household chores. 
Discuss the things they do to care for themselves, your home, 
and your family. Brush their teeth? Check. Help with dinner? 
Check. Do their homework? Check. Care for a sibling? Check!

•  If you have a family pet, there’s also a space on 
the chart for your child to draw a picture of their 
dog or cat (or fish, hamster, bird, or reptile!) 
and track daily pet-care responsibilities.

Learn More About 
Specialty Pets
The scholastic.com 

/caringforpets site includes 
habitat information sheets 

and activities about  
specialty pets and  

their care. 
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Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials

Did you know that kids and pets like to do lots of the same things?  
Find out which pet matches your personality!

WHAT ANIMAL 
ARE YOU LIKE?

So do I! 
I love to be around 

others. 

So is mine!  
I love sleeping in 

a comfy nest.

Is your bed 
super cozy? 

Are you a 
good climber? 

Do you like to hang 
with your friends? 

Are carrots 
your favorite 

snack?

Do you like 
going to 
the pool?

Is summer 
your favorite 

season? 

You’re like me, a  
guppy.

You’re like me, a 
hamster.

I’m a big 
fan of crunchy  

veggies. 

I think  
chasing games are 

fun too!

I also  
like hiding and 

crawling.

I dig hot 
weather and lying 

in the sun.

Do you and 
your pals 
play tag?  

Do you  
like to make 

forts? 

You’re like me, a 
bearded dragon.

Hey, I love to 
wave hello! 

Me too! 
I love to climb 

on rocks.

Are you 
friendly? 

My favorite  
sport is swimming,  

of course!



Goal  
Students will examine how providing pets with different types of 
habitats keeps them safe, healthy, and happy.

SEL Skills 
Builds empathy,  
self-awareness, and  
responsible decision-making

Time Required  
40–60 minutes

Materials

What Animal Are You Like? (poster); Activity Sheet 1: Which Habitat 
Is the Perfect Fit?; Features of My Habitat sheets; blank paper; color 
pencils

1.  After students have used the What Animal Are You Like? poster to 
pair themselves with a pet, ask them what they think a habitat is. 
Define a habitat as the place/environment where an animal lives.

2.  Explain that all habitats provide animals with four essential things  
they need to survive. Ask students to brainstorm what they are 
(food, water, shelter, sufficient space).

3.  Point out that once a pet’s basic needs are met, they also need a 
habitat to help them be happy and safe. Have students read the 
Features of My Habitat sheets and choose a pet to study. Ask them 
to take notes on information about how to keep their pet healthy.

4.  Emphasize that pets require habitats with features that reflect 
what their homes would be like in the wild. End with a discussion 
about the different features of the habitats the students studied, 
and how each feature supports animal health. 

5.  Hand out Activity Sheet 1: Which Habitat Is the Perfect Fit? 
(Answers: hamster/pen, guppy/aquarium, bearded dragon/
terrarium.) Tell students they will now create their own pet habitat 
by following the directions at the bottom of the sheet. 

LESSON 1  
What Does an 
Animal Habitat 
Need? 

Teacher  
Instructions 

Which Habitat Is the Perfect Fit?
Draw a line connecting each pet to the home that you think is the right 
match. What elements does each pet need in his home to thrive?

Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials Activity Sheet 1

Hamster Bearded dragonGuppy

Aquarium Terrarium Pen

Design a New Pet Home! 

A   Choose a pet and 
sketch its habitat on a 
separate sheet of paper. 
Leave space to draw 
inside the habitat. 

C   Label the features 
and write a sentence 
underneath describing 
how each feature is 
good for the pet.

Name

B   Next, draw the different 
habitat features your 
pet needs (water bowl, 
exercise wheel, etc.). 



Which Habitat Is the Perfect Fit?
Draw a line connecting each pet to the home that you think is the right 
match. What elements does each pet need in his home to thrive?

Hamster Bearded dragonGuppy

Aquarium Terrarium Pen

Design a New Pet Home! 

A   Choose a pet and 
sketch its habitat on 
a separate sheet of 
paper. Leave space to 
draw inside the habitat. 

C   Label the features 
and write a sentence 
underneath describing 
how each feature is 
good for the pet.

B   Next, draw the different 
habitat features your 
pet needs (water bowl, 
exercise wheel, etc.). 

Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials Activity Sheet 1

Name



©
 2

0
18

Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials

My Habitat
I live in a wire cage called a pen. I like to have lots of space to move around!

Hamster

What to Feed Me
• Pellet food every day

•  Vegetables (dark leafy greens) every other day 

•  Fruit (apples, bananas, or melon) once a week 

• Treats (raisins or alfalfa) weekly 

• Water every day

More About Me
•  I don’t like to be hot—make sure 

you keep my pen in a cool spot. 

•  I’m noisy at night, so you might not 
want to keep me in your bedroom.  

•  I like a clean home—add fresh 
paper bedding every week.

My pen 
 has a solid 

bottom  
and wire 

mesh top.

Water bottle

My food dish

Shredded 
paper is my 

bedding.

I love my 
exercise 
wheel.

This ramp has  
a hiding spot 

so I can explore 
and play!
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My Habitat
I live in a glass-fronted cage called a terrarium that has a warm side and a cool side. 

What to Feed Me
•  Insects (crickets, mealworms) every day

•  Pellet food once a day 

•  Vegetables (chopped dark leafy greens, carrots) 
every other day 

•  Fruits (apples, bananas, melon) once a week

•  Water every day

More About Me 
•  My skin needs to stay moist. Mist 

me once a day with warm water.

•  I like a tidy home. Remove my 
droppings every week, and change 
the sand in my cage once a month. 

•  I love to crawl on the rock so I can 
get closer to the heat.

Sand 

Bearded Dragon

Terrarium with 
screened lid

Thermometer/
hygrometer 
to measure 

temperature 
and humidity

A rock 
beneath 

the bulb so 
I can warm 

myself

Branches so I 
can hideI use this 

as a water 
bowl—and 

a pool!
My food bowl

UVA/UVB bulb 
for heat and 

sunlight
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My Habitat
My home is a large glass tank called an aquarium. It’s filled with water, of course!

What to Feed Me
•  Fish flakes twice a day (just a 

pinch!)

•  Frozen brine shrimp or 
bloodworms for a treat, once 
every 1–2 weeks

More About Me
•  I’m part of a category of peaceful fish called 

community fish. I like living with a group. 

•  I prefer fresh water; replace about 10 percent of my 
water each week. 

•  I like swimming through plants—and they help keep 
my water clean.

Aquarium gravel 

Guppy 

Aquarium 
with hood

Lights make it 
easy for you to 
watch me swim 

(and they give my 
plants energy).  

This filter keeps 
my water healthy 
so I can breathe.

I hide behind 
these rocks. 

Look! Live 
plants!

This heater 
keeps my 

water warm.

Thermometer



Goal  
Students will explain how animals behave in, and interact with, 
 their habitats.

SEL Skills
Discovering common needs; developing empathy; sharing 

Time Required
45–60 minutes

Materials Activity Sheet 2: Think Like a Pet!; Charting Animal 
Behavior sheet and Role Play sheet; notebook or paper

1.  Explain that in order to meet their needs, animals interact with 
their habitats every day. Point out that observing a pet’s daily 
behaviors helps students understand those needs and helps them 
figure out whether the pet requires help from a human. 

2.  Have students work in pairs to think about different behaviors  
or actions they take in their own habitat—their home—each day.  
Ask for volunteers to share ideas, then create categories for  
the behaviors. Possible categories: eating, resting, exercising,  
and playing.

3.  Set up pet observations, whether with a classroom pet, at a pet 
store, or via a video. Have students work in pairs or small groups 
to observe how the pet interacts with their habitat. Ask them to 
take notes on the Charting Animal Behavior sheet by describing 
the behavior/interaction with the habitat, then naming what need 
was met. (Example: A hamster uses a water bottle to drink so he 
won’t be thirsty.)

4.  After the observations, organize students into groups of 
three, so each student in the group is an expert on a 

different pet. Ask them to compare and contrast their 
pet’s behaviors and needs. Discuss student findings as 

a whole class. Work together to create a three-circle 
Venn diagram that documents common needs vs. 
unique needs for each pet. 

5.  Have students complete Activity Sheet 2: Think 
 Like a Pet! 

ELA EXTENSION: ROLE PLAY
Using the Think Like a Pet! activity sheet and the Role Play 

sheet to guide them, have students work in pairs to write 
a brief scene or play about their favorite pets. In the scene, two 

animals meet to discuss their habitats. 

LESSON 2  
How Do Animals 
Live in Habitats?

Teacher  
Instructions 

Choose your pet:

• Hamster

• Bearded dragon 

• Guppy

Think Like a Pet!

Activity Sheet 2Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials

Pretend you are a pet and explain why you like living in your habitat.  
Let your imagination run wild! 

Use the space below or a separate sheet of paper to describe your pet’s habitat from 
the pet’s point of view. Be sure to explain why the animal enjoys living there.

Step 1

Step 2

Name

Choose your format:

• First-person short story  

•  Poem    

• Letter

My 
wheel 
is fun!

Take a Field Trip  
to a Pet Store

Want to give your students 
a chance to observe small 
pets in their habitats? Call 
your local PetSmart store 

to arrange a free tour.
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Name

Choose your pet:

• Hamster

• Bearded dragon 

• Guppy

Think Like a Pet!

Pretend you are a pet and explain why you like living in your habitat.  
Let your imagination run wild! 

Use the space below or a separate sheet of paper to describe your pet’s habitat from 
the pet’s point of view. Be sure to explain why the animal enjoys living there.

Step 1

Step 2

Choose your format:

• First-person short story  

•  Poem    

• Letter

My 
wheel 
is fun!
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Charting Animal Behavior
How does an animal interact with its habitat? Observe your classroom pet (or an 
animal at a pet store, a zoo, or in a video) and write notes on the chart.

Write down how each action helps meet the pet’s needs. Example: The animal eats  
from his bowl so that he won’t be hungry anymore.

Step 1

Step 2

Name

Write down different behaviors you see, like playing, eating, and hiding.

Behavior What Need It Meets
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Role Play  
Pretend that you are a pet! Compare and contrast what different pets have 
in common, then act out a scene with a partner.

Step 1

Step 2

Pair up with another student and decide which two animals you would like to role-play. 

• Act out your presentation in front of the class or in small groups.

•  Include movements that match your animal as you read your lines.

Step 3
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•  Imagine that the two animals you are playing are meeting for the first time. 

•  Work with your partner to write a short conversation that highlights each animal’s habitat 
and behavior. 

•  Remember to include back-and-forth (that means the animals should ask each other 
questions and respond to what the other says). 

Name



Goal  
Students will identify what pets can do on their own and what they 
rely on humans to provide. 

SEL Skills  
Fostering empathy; promoting decision-making; collaborating

Time Required  
30 minutes 

Materials  
Activity Sheet 3: Care Guide; Identifying Needs and Habitat 
Observation sheets; notebook paper

1.  Start by asking students to name examples of pets (dog, cat, etc.). 
Write the examples on the board, then define the term “pet” as an 
animal kept by a person for companionship. Point out that pets 
differ from wild animals because they live in a person’s home and 
depend on humans to take care of them.

2.  Hand out the Identifying Needs activity sheet and have students list 
things they can do on their own (brush their teeth, tie their shoes) 
and things they rely on their parents to provide (e.g., food, clothes, 
housing, etc.). Have students share responses; create a master list 
for the class. 

3.  Now ask students to write down the things that pets rely on their 
owners for on a separate sheet of paper. Emphasize that pets are 
companions, but they also require consistent care and attention. 
Discuss how and why it is important to monitor pet needs and 
take responsibility for caring for them. 

4.  Hand out Activity Sheet 3: Care Guide. Explain that pet owners 
are responsible for making sure their animals have what they 

need to feel secure. Tell students they will create their own 
pet-care guide. Instruct them to include text features such 
as title, table of contents, illustrations, and labels.

STEM EXTENSION
Direct students to use the Habitat Observation sheet 
to note how a pet at home interacts with its habitat. If 

they don’t have a pet, they can observe a family member 
instead. After they’ve completed the sheet, have them write a 

story about how they think their subject was feeling. 

LESSON 3  
Animals Rely  
on Us

Teacher  
Instructions 

Name

I need 
my 

zzz’s.

• Feeding/water schedule

•   Title

• Table of contents

•   Explanatory text

Care Guide
Pair up with a partner to create a how-to care guide for an animal friend!

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials Activity Sheet 3

Include these four categories in your care guide. Use the space for notes.

GuppyBearded dragonHamster

Pick a pet to be the star of your guide.

• Illustrations

•   Labels

•   Habitat cleaning

Fold one or two blank sheets of paper in half to create a  
booklet. Then write and/or illustrate your care guide. 
Organize it using these features of nonfiction text: 

•   Exercise needs

•   Sleep requirements

Considering a 
Class Pet?

You may be eligible for a 
grant to cover the cost of 
a classroom pet through 
the Pets in the Classroom 

Program. 
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Name

I need 
my 

zzz’s.

• Feeding/water schedule

•   Title

• Table of contents

•   Explanatory text

Care Guide
Pair up with a partner to create a how-to care guide for an animal friend!

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Include these four categories in your care guide. Use the space for notes.

GuppyBearded dragonHamster

Pick a pet to be the star of your guide.

• Illustrations

•   Labels

•   Habitat cleaning

Fold one or two blank sheets of paper in half to create a 
booklet. Then write and/or illustrate your care guide. Organize 
it using these features of nonfiction text: 

•   Exercise needs

•   Sleep requirements
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Habitat Observation
Observe your family pet each day for five minutes. If you don’t have a 
family pet, observe a sibling, parent, or other family member instead! 

Date/Time Behaviors

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Name

What Do You Notice?

What Does It Mean?

Write an entry about how you think the animal/family member is feeling based on the 
behaviors you see. 

Sample Entry: Today I think my pet is feeling happy because I noticed he was playing with 
a ball. This is different from yesterday, which makes me think he was feeling sad because I 
didn’t play with him.
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Identifying Needs
Think about all the things you need to be healthy and feel secure (like 
nutritious meals, clean teeth and hair, friends to play with). Which of 
them can you do yourself? Which of them depend on help from other 
people, like a parent or older sibling?

My Needs I Can Do It Myself I Need Other People’s Help

Name



Goal 
Students will learn the difference between the physical and emotional 
needs of pets, and understand the importance of making a pet feel 
safe and secure. 

SEL Skills 
Naming feelings; building relationship skills; fostering self-awareness 
via cause-and-effect scenarios

Time Required  
45 minutes

Materials  
Activity Sheet 4: What Would Happen If; Be a Pet Parent sheet; 
chart paper

1.  Start the lesson by doing a sequencing activity. Hand out Activity  
Sheet 4: What Would Happen If. (Answers: no exercise/gain 
weight; forget water/thirsty; don’t pay attention/lonely.)

2.  In a class discussion, define physical needs as those that the body 
requires for survival. Define emotional needs as those that keep 
people and animals from feeling scared, stressed, or frustrated. 
Explain that in order for people and animals to be happy, both 
physical and emotional needs must be met. 

3.  Hand out the Be a Pet Parent activity sheet and have students pair 
up to discuss the similarities between a child’s needs and a pet’s 
needs. Guide them to make notes under each item to add personal 
details. For example, describe their favorite foods under “Nutritious 
meals” and their favorite toys under “Fun toys to play with.” Ask 
them to circle the needs they have in common with pets. 

4.  Have volunteers share details from their lists. Write examples on 
the board. Ask students how the needs on the board influence 
their own health and their pet’s health.

 ELA EXTENSION 
Direct students to use the details they added to the Be a Pet Parent 
sheet to write a personal essay that describes their own emotional 
and physical needs, such as the environment they thrive in, the food 
that’s best for them, and social interactions they require to be happy. 

LESSON 4  
Animal 
Emotions

Teacher  
Instructions 

Name

I’m 
hungry!

What Would Happen If...
Caring for a pet is a big responsibility! Use what you’ve learned to  
think about how the choices a pet owner makes affects the animal. Draw  
lines between the “if” and “then” columns to form true sentences.

Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials Activity Sheet 4

Write It Out  

Work with a partner to write 1–2 examples of if/then statements to add to the mix. 

Statement 1

Statement 2

... my pet doesn’t have a  
way to exercise

... he will become thirsty 
and may get sick.

...  I forget to refill my  
pet’s water

... I don’t pay attention  
to my pet

... she may feel lonely and 
act frustrated or sad.

... he will gain weight and 
have less energy.

 THENIF
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Name

I’m 
hungry!

What Would Happen If...
Caring for a pet is a big responsibility! Use what you’ve learned to  
think about how the choices a pet owner makes affects the animal. Draw  
lines between the “if” and “then” columns to form true sentences.

Write It Out  

Work with a partner to write 1–2 examples of if/then statements to add to the mix. 

Statement 1

Statement 2

... he will become thirsty 
and may get sick.

... she may feel lonely and 
act frustrated or sad.

... he will gain weight and 
have less energy.

 THEN

... my pet doesn’t have a  
way to exercise

...  I forget to refill my  
pet’s water

... I don’t pay attention  
to my pet

IF
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Be a Pet Parent
You share more in common with pets than you think! Compare the way your 
parents or guardians meet your needs to the care a kid provides for a pet. 

Name

Step 1 Step 2

 Place a check next to each item  
that makes you happy and healthy  
at home. 

 Place a check next to each item that pets 
need in their habitats. 

Step 3

Compare the checklists. Are you surprised by how many needs you and 
a pet have in common? Who is responsible for making sure a pet’s needs 
are met? How are parents of pets and parents of children similar? Discuss 
with a partner.  

What makes you happy?

  A loving family

  A comfortable place to sleep

  Nutritious meals 

  Fun toys to play with  

  A space of my own to be alone 

  

  

What makes a pet happy?

  A loving family or companion

  A comfortable place to sleep

  Nutritious meals 

  Fun toys to play with 

  A space of its own to be alone 

  

  



I AM RESPONSIBLE
Fill in this chart with the things you do each day to take care of yourself, your house, and your family. Then add the things you do for your pet. 

Sponsored Educational Advertising Materials

FEED PROVIDE WATER CLEAN THEIR HABITAT PLAY EXTRA

DRAW YOUR PET

DAILY PET CARE

DRAW YOURSELF

MY CHORES AT HOME




