Lesson for Grades 1–6

Sponsored Educational Materials

Help students build their fire-safety
smarts, then explore the high-tech
solutions that have changed firefighting.
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Objective
Students will think critically
about fire-safety choices
and read informational text
to answer questions about
firefighting innovations.
Standards
CCSS ELA
• R I.1-2.1 Ask and answer
questions about key details
in a text
• R I.3-4.1 Refer to text details
when answering questions
• R I.5-6.5.1 Quote text
accurately to support analysis
NGSS
• K -2-ETS1-1. Define a problem
that can be solved through
the development of a new or
improved object or tool
• 3 -5-ETS1-1. Define a design
problem reflecting a need or
a want
•M
 S-ETS1-2. Evaluate
competing design solutions
Time
45 minutes
Materials
• T hink First! activity sheet
• R escue Ready activity sheet
(grades 1–3)
• T he Future of Firefighting
activity sheet (grades 3–6)
•M
 ake a Family Fire Escape
Plan family activity sheet

1

Have students consider their firesafety knowledge. Ask: How much
do you know about making fire-safe
choices? Explain that the class will play
a game to find out.

2

Place the fire-safety cards from
the Think First! activity sheet on
a table. Divide the class into groups.
When you say “Go!,” have one member
of each group race to the table
and grab a card. The group should
determine if the scenario on their card
is a safety “do” or a safety “don’t.”
• To support striving readers, distribute
the same card to all groups and read
aloud the text on each card.
• To increase the challenge, allow
groups to choose any card and have
students record their reasoning.

3

Allow time for the class to discuss
their decisions for each card.
Then ask: Why is it important to make
smart choices when it comes to fire
safety? Make sure students understand
that fire can spread quickly, destroying
buildings and harming people.

4

Challenge students to think about
how people battled fires long
ago. Ask: How do you think firefighting
has changed over time? Explain
that today’s high-tech gear helps
firefighters do their jobs more safely
and effectively than ever before.
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In PLAYING WITH FIRE, the smoke jumpers have their lives,
their jobs, and even their fire depot turned upside down and quickly
learn that kids—much like fires—are wild and unpredictable.

5

Hand out the activity sheet
appropriate for your students’
level. Give students time to read about
fire-safety technology and complete the
questions, providing support as needed.
Review answers. Ask: How might we
use technology to help prevent fires?

6

For older students: Challenge
students to design a device to help
firefighters. Have them sketch their
idea and briefly explain its purpose.
Give volunteers the opportunity to
present their design to the class.

7

Send home the Make a Family Fire
Escape Plan activity sheet, and
encourage students to work with their
families to create fire-safety plans.

Activity Answer Key
1 do; 2 don’t—an adult should do this;
3 don’t; 4 do; 5 don’t; 6 don’t; 7 do; 8 do;
9 don’t; 10 do; 11 don’t; 12 don’t

Copy and cut out
the cards below.

Activity

Test your students’ knowledge about fire safety by having groups
pick cards and decide as a group: Is the scenario on the card a
fire-safety do or a fire-safety don't?

1
Finding a pack
of matches and
telling an adult
right away

4
Holding
a family
fire drill

7
Reminding parents
to change smoke
alarm batteries

10
Making sure to
stop, drop, and
roll if your clothes
catch on fire

2
Lighting the candles
on your friend’s
birthday cake

5
Turning on
the stove without
an adult

8
Asking an adult
to help you
make treats for
a bake sale

11
Sitting
very close to
a fireplace to
warm up on
a cold day

3
Making a bridge
out of matches for
a school project

6
Using a
lighter for
a science
experiment

9
Lighting a
candle next
to an open
window

12
Going for a family
walk while dinner is
cooking in the oven

Woof! How do
YOU stay safe?

Name

Activity

Having the right gear helps firefighters stay safe. Find out
what a firefighter wears. Then answer the questions.

A hood
covers parts
of the face
and neck.

A helmet
protects a
firefighter’s
head from heat
and falling
objects.
The mask
is connected
to a tank of
fresh air.

The coat
is made of a
strong material
that won’t melt
in heat and
flames.

These
boots have
a hard shell
to protect a
firefighter’s
feet.

1. Which item protects a
firefighter's neck?

2. Why do you think firefighters
need hard boots?

3. In the past, firefighters’
helmets were made of leather.
Now they are often made of
plastic. How is a plastic helmet
better for safety?

Sponsored

Family Activity
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In class, your child has been
learning about fire safety. Does
your family know what to do if
a fire breaks out in your home?
Having an escape plan—and
practicing it together—will
help ensure that everyone
knows how to make a speedy
exit. Talking about fires can be
frightening, but kids often feel
less worried when they know
their family is prepared. To
make a plan, follow these steps.

Map it out. As a family, visit each
room in your house and identify
two ways to get out in case one is
blocked by fire (consider windows).
Then create a simple map based
on your home’s layout, and label
escape routes from each room.
Test smoke alarms. Use the test
button to confirm each smoke alarm
is working. Make sure that everyone
in the family can recognize the sound
of a smoke alarm. (And be sure to test
the smoke alarms every month.)
Teach kids to get low. Show them
how to crouch low to the floor or
crawl as they escape a smoky room.
Heat rises, so staying low means
they’ll inhale less smoke.
Choose a safe meeting place. Decide
where you’ll meet outside your home.
Select a static landmark near your
home (like a tree, not a neighbor’s car).

In PLAYING WITH
FIRE, the smoke jumpers have
their lives, their jobs, and even
their fire depot turned upside down
and quickly learn that kids—
much like fires—are wild
and unpredictable.

Remember stop, drop, and roll.
Review what to do if your child’s
clothes ever catch on fire—they
should stop, drop, and roll in order to
put out the flames.
Practice home fire drills. Have kids
start in their bedrooms, then sound
the alarm and see how quickly
everyone can get to your family’s
meeting place outside.

WHAT NOT TO DO
Never stop to take
personal belongings
or find pets while
evacuating during a fire.

Don’t open a door
that feels hot when
you touch it—find
another exit.

Do not make phone
calls—not even to
911—until you are
outside.
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Once you are
outside, do not go
back into a burning
building.

