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The 50 states of the United States are extremely  
diverse. On a cross-country drive, you could see an  
alligator in one state and a polar bear in another. You  
would likely hear many different languages spoken  
and eat a delicious variety of local foods. Every state  
is different, and learning about them is an important  
(and fun!) part of being a citizen. 
In this activity, you will write a report on a state of your 
choosing. The key to a strong report is good research, 
thorough note-taking, and great organization. Below  
are some tips and guidelines to get you started.
Directions: Read the following tips before writing your  
state report. In your report, be sure to write clearly,  
be well organized, and cite your sources. 

RESEARCH TIPS: How to dig up the best facts 
1.  Go to the source: a public library! Ask a 
reference librarian for help. These are trained 
professionals who will be happy to help you find 
the facts you need. 
2.  Use the Internet . . . but carefully. Look for 
signs of professionalism, rather than amateur or 
sensational websites. The best websites often 
end in “.edu” or “.gov.” Most states and major 
government offices have websites with reliable 
information.
3.  Find news like a pro! Look for news sources 
that use professional journalistic standards, such 
as citing sources and remaining objective. Most 
of the best news sources have won major  
journalistic awards, such as the Pulitzer Prize. 
4.  Write down your sources! As you research, 
be sure to record the names and locations of 
your sources. This will allow you to cite your 
sources later. 
5.  Take notes! Lots of notes! The more  
thorough your notes are, the more material you 
will have when you sit down to write your report.
 
 

WRITING TIPS: How to keep your story straight
1.  Create an outline. It doesn’t have to be 
wordy, but even a simple outline will give your 
report structure and keep you on track.
2.  Write an introduction and conclusion. Make 
it clear to your readers where you’re going and 
where you’ve been.
3.  Use attention-grabbing language in  
the introduction. Make your readers want  
to continue!
4.  Use clear and concise language in your body 
paragraphs. Present your facts clearly to avoid 
confusion.
5.  Use proper grammar, spelling, and  
paragraph structure. Always!
6.  Cite your sources. You can do this either at 
the end of your report or in footnotes. 
7.  Think of what you would want to  
read—something interesting and fun, written 
with color but also clarity. 
8.  Read your report out loud. Does your writing 
sound like something you might find  
in a magazine or newspaper? Well done! 

For the complete Official Rules, visit scholastic.com/usagold/rules.pdf.


