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OBJECTIVE: Students will exercise research, language, and 

analytical-thinking skills by reviewing a breadth of resource materials 

on the migrations of people to the United States. They will 

summarize their findings in a writing activity and presentation that 

analyze the different meanings of a "promised land," the impacts 

of people from other countries coming to the United States, and 

the factors that brought them here. 

INTRODUCTION 

Note: Immigration has become a sensitive issue in some 

communities. While teaching this program, special consideration 

should be given to immigrant students in your class, who 

may be uncomfortable sharing or discussing their personal 

circumstances or experiences with immigration. 

1. Tell students that America, often called a land of immigrants,

is a land founded and built by people from foreign lands who

migrated here, or were brought forcibly, for many different

reasons and under many different circumstances.

2. Show students this short video that depicts the different ways

people migrated to and settled in the United States. After

viewing the video, have students identify the different parts

of the world from where people have come and where they

have settled in the United States. Why did people migrate to

America? Who did not come voluntarily, and why?

3. Use the passage below to provide students with some

background on the impact of people from other countries on 

the United States.

The United States has received more foreign-born 

people than any other nation in the world. Between 

1820 and 1930, the United States absorbed 60 percent of 

the world's immigrants. Since 1900, someone has migrated 

to the United States every 57 seconds. Most people 

migrated here legally. Others came not as immigrants, but 

by force as enslaved people. Still others have come as 

refugees from disaster or war. Through their efforts and 

contributions to this country, foreign-born people have 

ultimately shaped the United States of today. 

TIME: Two class periods, plus time to do research and to view the 

HISTORY® program America: Promised Land. 

MATERIALS: Student Research Guide "Exploring America: 

Promised Land"; access to the Internet and a library; access to 

the HISTORY® program America: Promised Land. 

4. Remind students that analyzing primary and secondary

resources provides people with a better understanding of the

past. Historians use these and other resources, such as official

documents and newspaper articles, to reconstruct historical

events. But sometimes these sources contain biases based on

which facts they present or leave out, as well as the perspective

from which the facts are presented. Historians try to uncover

the historical truth-a consensus about what actually took

place-by looking for details that support one another from

many different sources.

RESEARCH PROJECT 

1. State that historical truth can change over time as people uncover

new facts about historical events. These newfound facts can

affect current perspectives on the past. Ask students to consider

how this idea could influence future generations' views of people

from other countries coming to the United States.

2. Tell students that they will now complete a research project.

They will attempt to discover historical truth about one of

three topics related to the migrations of people to (and within)

the United States after viewing the HISTORY® program

America: Promised Land and after researching their topics.

3. Distribute the Student Research Guide. Assign students, or have

students select, one of the topics from the guide to research. Tell

your class that the research guide will provide them with several

resources as a jumping-off point to begin investigating their topic.

Students should also look for reliable sources of their own to help

them answer the questions presented. Instruct students to take

detailed research notes and closely read the resources to: 

� Gather facts on the topic; 

� Build an argument for how the topic should be viewed or 

considered; 

(continued on next page) 

https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/sponsored-content/Exploring-America-Promised-Land/student-research.pdf
http://www.history.com/shows/america-promised-land
http://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/BJAw1o1Ye_default/index.html?videoId=5445539860001
http://www.history.com/shows/america-promised-land
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/sponsored-content/Exploring-America-Promised-Land/student-research.pdf
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