
ITS CAUSES  
  There’s no one “cause” of World War I. 
The war erupted after decades of growing 
conflicts around the world. Major factors 
included a system of alliances that tied the 
countries of Europe together; an escalating 
arms race that amassed unprecedented military 
might; an age of imperialism that sparked the 
global expansion of empires; and the rise of 
nationalism in areas like the Balkans, where 
the 1914 assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand triggered the outbreak of war.

ITS PLAYERS 
  Over 30 countries were involved in WWI. 
The primary Allies were Great Britain, France, 
Russia, Italy, and the United States. The Allies 
faced the Central Powers of Germany, Austria-
Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Bulgaria.

ITS EFFECTS 
  The war was one of the most transformative 
events in human history. In 1914, Europe  
was a continent of empires. But four years 
later, at war’s end, the monarchies of Russia, 
Germany, and Austria-Hungary had collapsed. 
The end of the Ottoman Empire gave birth 
to the modern Middle East, but laid the 
groundwork for the region’s violence that exists 
today. The Treaty of Versailles’s harsh treatment 
of Germany contributed to the outbreak of 
another world war 20 years later.

World War I was one of 
the most transformative events of the 20th century, with
consequences that have influenced almost every area of modern
life today. The Great War classroom program, an initiative of the
National WWI Museum and Memorial in Kansas City, Missouri, is designed
to help students in grades 9-12 understand the significance of the war, while practicing 

research skills and critical thinking. Use this collection of lessons, activities, and videos to teach 

global history and to demonstrate to students the enduring impact of the war meant “to end all wars.”  

  The first fully industrialized war, WWI 
created a legacy that remains internationally 
relevant. Deadly weapons like tanks, machine 
guns, and flamethrowers were widely used; 
submarines and aircraft were first employed 
on a large scale; and the debate over chemical 
warfare continues today. When we wear a 
wristwatch, change clocks for Daylight Saving 
Time, eat canned food, or do Pilates, we’re 
utilizing items and ideas rooted in WWI.
  WWI introduced new roles to those who 
were marginalized in their home countries. In 
the United States, millions of women volunteered 
or worked outside the home for the first time. 
Their contributions helped secure a different 
victory: women’s right to vote. Hundreds of 
thousands of African Americans served, despite 
facing prejudice at home and abroad.
  The war marked the true entry of the 
United States onto the global stage, but  
the country did not join the League of Nations, 
greatly weakening it.
  The U.S. commemoration of  Veterans Day 
originated with WWI. First called Armistice 
Day, November 11 was a day to remember 
those who served and died, including over  
9 million military personnel and over 5 million 
civilians worldwide. A federal holiday  
since 1938, Armistice Day was renamed 
Veterans Day after WWII and the Korean 
War to reflect all who served.

Key 
Resources
Visit scholastic.com/
thegreatwar for:
 grade-level-   
 appropriate   
 classroom videos
   extension   
 activities
   interactive quizzes
   links to an 
 interactive 
 timeline

Student 
Reading

All Quiet on the 
Western Front,  
Erich Maria Remarque

The Collected Poems  
of Wilfred Owen,  
Wilfred Owen

A Farewell to Arms, 
Ernest Hemingway

The Grand Escape, 
Neal Bascomb

The Harlem 
Hellfighters,  
Max Brooks

Paris 1919:  
Six Months That 
Changed the World, 
Margaret MacMillan 

War Horse,  
Michael Morpurgo

   A TEACHER PRIMER  

Before you get started, a refresher on the Great War. 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/collected-poems-of-wilfred-owen-wilfred-owen/1100873782?ean=9780811201322
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/collected-poems-of-wilfred-owen-wilfred-owen/1100873782?ean=9780811201322
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/farewell-to-arms-ernest-hemingway/1100300814?ean=9780684801469



