
Adapted, with permission, from Mrs. Jasztal 

Food Review Lingo: The Language of Food 
Critics 

Think you have what it takes to write reviews? Are you descriptive 
enough? 

GENERAL WORDS 
delicious 
a pinch of… 

fresh 
tomato sauce 
rye bread 

French bread 
Cherry tomatoes 

dripping 
romaine lettuce 

icebox cake 
delectable 
plentiful 
syrupy 
floury 
baked 

smoky saltiness 
mountain bread 

quart 
stewed tomatoes 

soaked in 
drizzled in 
 sandwiched 
delightful 
semi-sweet 
loaded with 

lemony 
broiled  

watery crunch 
Italian bread 
coarseness 
caramelized 
hand-tossed 

whipped 
a work of art 

bitter 

healthy 
drenched in 

sizzling stuffing 
crunchy 
tender 
absorbed 
tangy 

egg-coated 
moist 

Iceberg lettuce 
barbeque 
tart 

melt in your mouth 
 

KNOW YOUR MEATS! 

 
well-done 

rare 
flank (thin steak) 

Filet Mignon 
Steak kabobs 
ground beef 

New York Strip 
Steak 

CHEESY CHEESE  
              
American 

Mozzarella 
Romaine 
Provolone 
cheddar 
Swiss 

cheese cubes 
Monterrey Jack 

 

PUT THEM OUT OF 
BUISNESS… 

 
degradable 
deplorable 
charcoaled 

below standard 
below par  

stale 
raw 
cold 
chewy 
rough 
tough 

generic 
microwave 
passable  

acceptable 
atrocious 

hard 
fusty 

out of date 
awful 

unacceptable 
unappealing 
unpleasant 
unlikable 
inedible 
poisonous 

indigestible 
unpalatable 
indigestible 

unfit for consumption 
revolting 
dreadful 

dire  
poor 

dismal 
unfortunate 

lethal 
toxic 
stuffy 

horrific 

 




