
Literature Circle Questions 
 

Use the following questions and activities to get more out of the experience of 
reading Never Mind! by Avi and Rachel Vail. 
 
1. How does Meg view herself in comparison to Edward? How does Edward view 
himself in comparison to Meg?  
 
2. What are the HAC and the LAC? And why does Meg want to be in the HAC so badly, 
and why does Edward want to start the LAC? 
 
3. Throughout the book, the reader learns that the twins aren’t as different from each 
other as they say they are. Edward and Meg say and do some of the same things. What 
are they? 
 
4. In your own words, describe the emotions that Meg is going through on pages 82-87. 
What does she mean when she says, “The world has gone inside out”?   
 
5. On page 49, Stuart responds to Edward’s plan to embarrass Meg by saying, “You 
know, you could just leave it alone. You. Her. Two people. Different. Get it?” But 
Edward says, “Forget it.” Why can’t Edward take his friend’s advice and leave Meg 
alone? Why is he so determined to embarrass his sister?  
 
6. To whom can you relate more: Edward or Meg? Apply their attitudes and outlooks on 
life to your own. What appeals more to you—seeing life through Edward’s eyes, or 
through Meg’s eyes? 
 
7. Imagine that you’re Della, and that you just received a distraught voicemail from Meg. 
Meg tells you that she misses you and that she doesn’t know if she likes her new school. 
She also says that she has gotten herself into a big mess with her parents and friends. 
What kind of advice would you give Meg to help her sort things out at home and at 
school?  
 
8. On page 88, Edward has some conflicting thoughts about his sister. He worries that his 
mother left work early because something is seriously wrong with Meg. But then he 
thinks to himself, Why should I care? And yet he still worries: It better not be something 
serious. I may spend a lot of time plotting her destruction, but still…  
Have you ever experienced mixed-up feelings and conflicting thoughts like Edward’s? If 
so, what were they about and why do you think you had them? 
 
9. Can you explain what must have gone through Mr. Runyon’s (the twins’ father’s) mind 
when he made the decision to come into Meg’s room and have a very awkward 
discussion with her about boys? And why doesn’t he believe Meg when she tells him that 
her boyfriend is imaginary? 
 



10. What are some differences between a book that’s written from the point of view of 
one person and a book that’s written from the point of view of two different people, such 
as Never Mind!? How does the dual point of view in Never Mind! affect the way you, the 
reader, experience the setting, action, events, and characters of the story? 
 
11. The events of this book take place over a week. Make a timeline (Tuesday through 
Sunday) and summarize the twins’ relationship for each day. Think about how they view, 
react to, and form opinions of each other. By the end of the week, do you think Meg and 
Edward’s relationship has changed at all? If so, how?  
 
12. You’ve just been approached by the band, Never Mind, to write the lyrics to their first 
hit song. Edward wants the song to be about the adventure that he and Meg have just 
experienced. What words and phrases would you use in the lyrics?  
 
13. What is Kimberly Wu Woodson and Annabelle Jones’ definition of “popular”? 
Would you say that the kids at your school would define “popular” in a similar way?  
Compare and contrast the social rankings at Fischer High School with your school. What 
are some of the similarities and differences? How would you want “popular” to be 
defined at your school?    
 
14. What is normal? In the novel, the characters struggle with the normalcy or 
appropriateness of their actions. Meg tries desperately to be normal and fit in with the 
popular crowd at school. Even Edward, who defines himself as the more alternative twin, 
doesn’t want to embarrass himself at Kimberly’s party. How can preconceived notions of 
normalcy limit us in life? How can they help us?  
 
15. Think of an alternate ending to this novel. What would have happened if Edward did 
escape from the party? What if Kimberly found out who Edward really was? How would 
things have turned out if Meg didn’t stick up for Della and her other friends at the party? 
What if Mr. Lowe’s miracle did happen and Jason Bartleby wanted to sign Never Mind to 
a record contract? Let your imagination run wild and write a new ending to Never Mind! 
 
Note: These literature circle questions are keyed to Bloom’s Taxonomy as follows: 
Knowledge: 1-3; Comprehension: 4-5; Application: 6-8; Analysis: 9-10; Synthesis: 11-
12; Evaluation: 13-15 
 
Activities 
 
1. Even if you don’t have a twin, you can still write a “twin” story. Get together with a 
sibling or friend and decide on a subject that you want to write about. It should be a 
subject that you both are familiar with or an experience that you’ve shared. Take turns in 
writing about this subject, just like Meg and Edward do. You can start the story by 
writing the first page. When you’re done, give the page to your cowriter and he or she 
can write the second page, based upon your page. Then you can take up the story again 
and write the third page, and so on, and so on. You and your partner should keep writing 
until the both of you have told your entire story.  



 
2. If you had a band, what would you name it? Make a list of names you’d choose for 
your band if you had one. Think about how Never Mind was an appropriate name for 
Edward’s band.  
 
3. Imagine that you are either Edward or Meg the day after Kimberly’s big party. You 
need to write your twin a letter explaining all the things you experienced over the past 
week. What would you include in your letter if you were Edward writing to Meg or Meg 
writing to Edward? What would you leave out of your letter and choose to keep secret?   
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