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Go back millions of years ago. What would happen
if a Tyrannosaurus rex and a velociraptor met—and
fought to the death? Author Jerry Pallotta sets up
this prehistoric battle with fascinating facts about
the two ferocious dinosaurs. Use the book to teach
compare and contrast, content area vocabulary, and
the topic of prehistoric predators. Engage students in
researching the location of dinosaur fossils, recording
a sportscast of the dinosaur encounter, and creating
an imaginary super-predator dinosaur.

Theme Focus: Prehistoric Predators
Comprehension Focus: Compare and Contrast
Language Focus: Content Area Vocabulary

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jerry Pallotta became interested in writing while reading
alphabet books to his young children. He decided to write
a different kind of alphabet book, one about the Atlantic
Ocean. The rest is history. Pallotta has written 20 alphabet
books, 20 math books, and several non-fiction series includ-
ing the Who Would Win? series.

Pallotta was born in Boston, Massachusetts. He attended
Georgetown University, in Washington, D.C. where he
majored in business, and met his wife. He currently lives in
Massachusetts and is married with four children. Read more
about the author at http://www.jerrypallotta.com/.
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BOOK STATS

Grade Level Equivalent: 1-3
Lexile Measure®: 660L
Genre: Science Non-fiction
Subject/Theme: Prehistoric Animals, Competition, Survival

Ages: 6+
Pages: 32

Common Core Reading Writing | Listening & | Language
State Standards Speaking
Grade 1 RL1.1,RL1.3, | W11 SL1,1,SL1.2 L14
RI.1.4,RI.1.5,
RIL1.7
Grade 2 RI.2.1,RI.2.3, | W.2.1 SL2,1,S5L.2,2 | L24
RI.2.4,RI.2.5,
RI.2.7
Grade 3 RI.3.1,RI.3.3, | W.3.1 SL3.1,SL3.2 | L34
RI1.3.4,RI.3.5,
RI1.3.7

What if a hungry T. rex met a hungry velociraptor?
What if they had a fight? Who would win?

In this prehistoric version of Jerry Pallotta’s popu-
lar Who Would Win? series, the big and brawny

T. rex is pitted against the agile, wicked velocirap-
tor. It might seem obvious at first who would win.
But don't make too quick of a decision. The author
asks readers to think about these facts: T. rex had
the teeth, size, and design to be an overwhelming
foe. However, the velociraptor had speed, a wicked,
sharp sickle on its foot, and a proportionately larger
brain.

This approachable and fascinating book engages
young readers by posing ideas and theories to keep
them thinking even after the reading ends. Fun facts
and background information about dinosaurs build
readers’ ability to make a good battle prediction. The
text plays out one possible encounter between the
two mighty dinosaurs. But what would happen the
next time the two predators met?
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Pre-Reading Activities

Dinosaur Quiz Visit the Scholastic website to find
out how “dinosaur smart” your students are with a
10-question multiple-choice quiz, hosted by dino
expert Don Lessem. Students will learn dinosaur
facts such as which is the smallest dinosaur, the lon-
gest dinosaur, and the earliest dinosaur. Project the
quiz onto a whiteboard or screen and ask students
to write down their answers to each question. Then
take a poll to see which answer is most popular be-
fore clicking the button to find out the right answer.
Access the quiz by visiting: http://bit.ly/VVVgpO.
After the quiz, ask students what they know about
the two dinosaurs featured in this book, Tyrannosau-
rus rex and velociraptor.

Preview and Predict Have students study the il-
lustrations of the two dinosaurs on the cover of the
book. What advantage might T. rex have over velo-
ciraptor? What advantage might velociraptor have
over T. rex?

Vocabulary

Content Area Words The book includes many
content area words related to prehistoric predators.
Encourage students to look for clues in the text and
the illustrations to figure out the meaning of unfa-
miliar words. Then have them check the dictionary
definition if necessary.

Use Resource #1: Vocabulary Cards on page 7 and
distribute copies to students.

extinct (p. 5) paleontologist (p. 7)
prehistoric (p. 7) fossil (p. 8)
carnivore (p. 12)

geologist (p. 9)
herbivore (p. 12)

2 E12D TEACHER GUIDE

apex predator (p. 14)

Critical Thinking

Who would win in a match-up
between a Tyrannosaurus rex
and a velociraptor? Explain why.

To assess and enhance students’ comprehension,
this Storia e-book contains a Reading Challenge
Quiz, as well as the following enrichments:

Picture Starter Word Search
Multiple Choice Multiple Choice
with Pictures with Text (2)
Touch the Page Word Match

Word Bird Scratch & See

Modeled Reading Read aloud several spreads of the
book with students following along. Point out that
on most of the spreads, the left page is about T. rex
and the right page is about velociraptor. Also, help
students understand the different kinds of text on

a page. The main text at the top and bottom of the
page provide the important, basic information, while
the illustrations, captions, and fact boxes provide ad-
ditional, helpful information.

Paired Reading Encourage partners to reread the
book together. One student can read the text on the



left page while the other reads the text on the right
page. Remind students to study the illustrations and
extra features that provide greater details about the
two dinosaurs.

Comprehension Focus

Compare and Contrast Explain to students that
Who Will Win? is written as a comparison and
contrast book. When you compare, you explain how
two things are the same. When you contrast, you
explain how they are different. Recognizing com-
parisons and contrasts help readers understand the
meaning of a text.

Use the graphic organizer, Resource #2: Compare
and Contrast to model for students how to analyze
and evaluate comparisons and contrasts. Project the
page on a whiteboard or pass out copies to students.
Then model how to compare the characteristic of
teeth for T. rex and velociraptor and evaluate which
is superior in this category.

Model: Just looking at T. rex’s teeth, I can see
that they are killers! The teeth are large, closely
packed, sharp, and strong enough to crunch
bones. On the other hand, velociraptor also has
a lot of sharp teeth. But compared to T. rex, they
aren't as big and he does not have as many. I'd
have to give T. rex the win in the teeth category.

Have students fill in the rest of the comparison and
contrast entries on the organizer and choose the
winner for each characteristic. Encourage students to
compare their results and discuss any differences.

After You Read

Lead students in a discussion of these focus story
elements.

1. Prehistoric Predators Dinosaurs lived millions

of years before man. But if they had lived at the same
time, who would win a match-up—T. rex or a human
being? (Sample answer: If man had tools like he does

today, he would win; otherwise 1. rex would win.)

2. Compare and Contrast How are T. rex and
velociraptor alike? (Sample answers: They both live

on land, they are both dinosaurs, they both have sharp
teeth.) How are T. rex and velociraptor different?
(Sample answers: The velociraptor has stronger arms
and sharper claws; 1. rex is much bigger; the velocirap-
tor has a bigger brain proportionate to its size.)

3. Content Area Vocabulary Identify the following
animals as either a carnivore or herbivore: veloci-
raptor, bronchiosaurus, cat, cow, human. (Sample
answers: carnivore, herbivore, carnivore, herbivore, both)

Questions to Share

Encourage students to share their responses with a
partner or small group.

1. Text-to-Self What is the most amazing fact that
you learned in the book? How did the book change
your ideas about prehistoric dinosaurs?

1. All the dinosaurs that lived millions of
years ago are now . (extinct)

2. An animal that eats plants is a
(herbivore)

3. Dinosaurs existed before recorded history,
so they are . (prehistoric)

4. A scientist who studies prehistoric life is a
(paleontologist)

5. The preserved remains of a dead plant or
animal are called a . (fossil)

6. An animal that eats meat is a
(carnivore)

7. A scientist who studies the history of the
earth in its rocks is a . (geologist)

8. An animal that has no natural enemies is
called a . (apex predator)
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2. Text-to-World How do you think climate
change might have affected the dinosaurs?

3. Text-to-Text The author of this book has written
several other books in the Who Would Win? series.
They include Lion vs. Tiger, Polar Bear vs. Grizzly
Bear, and Komodo Dragon vs. King Cobra. Which
title sounds most interesting to you? Who do you
think would win?

Reading/Writing Connection

Support a Winner Assign students to write an
argument paragraph supporting either T. rex or
velociraptor as the winner of their match-up. Tell
students to begin the paragraph with a clear state-
ment of whom they choose as the winner. Then ask
them to provide three supporting reasons for their

Relative Size Ask students to research the height
and length of both T. rex and velociraptor and then record
the numbers. Next, have them describe both animals relative
to the size of familiar things such as an adult human being,
a car, and a house. If possible, you might also have them
mark out the dimensions of both animals with chalk on a
playground.

(c[=L£101)) A Dinosaur Map of the USA Suggest

students research where dinosaur fossils have been found in
the United States. Guide students to record the states that
have had large or important dinosaur fossil discoveries. For
example, the T. rex named Sue was found in South Dakota.
Project a map of the United States on the whiteboard and
ask students to show where dinosaurs once lived. Visit the
PBS website to find more information about the locations of
dinosaur bones and fossils at: http://to.pbs.org/TcAFPK.

Dinosaur Times Guide students to learn
all about the dinosaurs of the Triassic, Jurassic, and Creta-
ceous Periods while playing a fun, interactive game at the
Scholastic website. Encourage students to report back on
what they learned about the dinosaurs of the time period.
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argument. For example, T. rex would win because he
is bigger and has a deadly tail. Have them conclude
the paragraph with a summary sentence that restates
their argument in a new way.

Critical Thinking

Who would win in a match-up
between a Tyrannosaurus rex
and a velociraptor? Explain why.

To find this activity for budding paleontologists, visit:
http://bit.ly/TcBHLt.

Recording a Sportscast The ending
pages of the book describe a possible encounter between T.
rex and velociraptor. Challenge students to work with part-
ners to create a sportscaster script based on the description
and to make audio recordings of their results. Then play the
various recordings to the whole class and have them com-
pare and contrast the sportscasts for accuracy, excitement,
and sound quality.

BIG ACTIVITY

A Super-Predator Dino Remind students that T. rex
was an apex predator in the time of the dinosaurs. But what
sort of dinosaur could fight T. rex and beat him every time?
Challenge students to use their imaginations to create a
super apex dinosaur predator. Their goal is to combine all the
features of a good fighter into one dinosaur. Make copies of
the printable, Big Activity: A Super-Predator Dino, on
page 5 and distribute to students. Read the directions and
answer questions to clarify the activity.
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Name: Date:
BIG ACTIVITY: A Super-Predator Dino
Create an imaginary dinosaur that has all the characteristics of an apex predator that could
beat T. rex, velociraptor, or any other dinosaur. Give it a name, draw it, and label its deadly,
physical features. Then share your dinosaur with the class.
Name:
Label: Label: Label:
Label: Label:
Label: Label: Label:
_
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READ MORE AND LEARN MORE

Use these books and other resources to expand your students’ study of the book or theme.

Author/Series Connections

Who Would Win? Killer Whale vs. Great
. w,;;=m White Shark

Jerry Pallotta
Ages: 6-9 Grades: 1-3
Lexile Measure: 620L Pages: 32

The killer whale has a huge jaw with about fifty teeth—each
almost four inches long! But if the killer whale loses a tooth,
it will never grow back. The great white shark, on the other
hand, has several rows of razor-sharp teeth, and it can lose
more than 3,000 teeth in its lifetime, growing them back
again and again. Available as a Storia e-book

=" Who Would Win? Polar Bear vs.

Grizzly Bear

Jerry Pallotta

Ages: 6-9

Lexile Measure: 720L
Guided Reading Level: O
Polar bears can smell a seal through three feet of ice, while
grizzlies can smell a dead animal ten miles away. What
would happen if a polar bear and a grizzly bear fought each
other? This book is packed with amazing facts about these
bears. Which bear will be the final victor?

Available as a Storia e-book

Grades: 1-3
Pages: 32

Who Would Win? Lion vs. Tiger
JrouLo Wi

- .a o Jerry Pallotta

1§ ~‘) Ages: 6-9 Grades: 1-3

S1 Lexile Measure: 640L Pages: 32

A male tiger averages 650 pounds, while a male

lion averages 500 pounds. But would size matter in a fight?

What would happen if a lion and a tiger fought each other?

With this book, readers can study the stats, predict the win-

ner—and then witness the imaginary battle!

Available as a Storia e-book

Who Would Win? Tarantula vs. Scorpion
| Jerry Pallotta

| Ages: 6-9

| Lexile Measure: 630L
Guided Reading Level: P
If a scorpion and a tarantula met and had a fight, who
would wriggle away the winner? Get the facts—then referee
an awesome arachnid battle! Thrilling facts and detailed il-
lustrations about two of nature’s creepiest creepy-crawlies fill
this easy-to-read non-fiction book!

Available as a Storia e-book

WouLD I

Grades: 1-3
Pages: 32

Fierwea Dinosaur Cove #1: Attack of the
- « Tyrannosaurus

Rex Stone

Ages: 7-9

Lexile Measure: 580L
Guided Reading Level: P
Jamie’s first day in Dinosaur Cove couldn’t be better, since
he and his new friend Tom have found fossilized dinosaur
tracks in a nearby cave! Suddenly, Jamie and Tom find them-
selves in a prehistoric world filled with living dinosaurs. One
is a meat-eating, thunder-stepping Tyrannosaurus rex! Can
the young team get back to the cave, before they’re just the
left-over meat stuck in dinosaur teeth?

Available as a Storia e-book

Grades: 2-3
Pages: 80

To find PDF versions of the Storia teacher guides

and links to purchase the related books, visit:
http://teacher.scholastic.com/ereading-resources/.

Smart Words Science Reader #21:
Mammals

Ages: -9  Grades: 1-3 Pages: 32
Through simple text, neat graphics, and vivid
photos, readers can learn what makes some-
thing a mammal, what mammals eat, and the
many different kinds of mammals in the world. The book
focuses on “smart words,” highlighting challenging terms
like prey and mammary glands, then offers definitions and
uses the words in context. It features fun quizzes and inter-
esting bits of mammal trivia. Available as a Storia e-book

Smart Words Science Reader #23:
Reptiles and Amphibians

Ages: -9 Grades: 1-3  Pages: 32

What do lizards, snakes, and turtles have in
common? How are reptiles and amphibians
different? Packed with photos and fascinating
science facts, this engaging non-fiction book takes readers to
the shore of a lake, into the desert, and even under the sea
to learn about all sorts of reptiles and amphibians. Along the
way, students will learn related science vocabulary, such as
vertebrate, temperature, classify, and metamorphosis.
Available as a Storia e-book



Resource #1: Vocabulary Cards

-
extinct (p. 5) paleontologist (p. 7)
prehistoric (p. 7) fossil (p. 8)
geologist (p. 9) carnivore (p. 12)
herbivore (p. 12) apex predator (p. 14)
y
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Name:

Date:

BIG ACTIVITY: Compare and Contrast

Fill in the characteristics for Tyrannosaurus Rex and Velociraptor. Decide the winner for each
characteristic and then write it in the box.

Characteristics

Tyrannosaurus Rex

Velociraptor

Who Would Win?

Teeth

Size

Claws

Tail

Brain

Speed
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