
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR Sisters
1. Sisters takes place during different timelines, one focusing 

on the family road trip between San Francisco and Colorado. 

The others are a series of flashbacks to different times in 

Raina’s past. Why do you think the author decided to tell 

her story this way? How can you tell, from either the words 

or the pictures, which time period it is?

2. Which moments make Raina regret wishing for a sister? 

Which moments convince her having a sister is worth the 

aggravation?

3. Look at the full-page illustrations that appear between some 

sections throughout the book. What do these images tell 

you that you don’t learn elsewhere in the book? Why do you 

think the author chose to highlight these objects?

4. Consider how Raina feels about Amara at the beginning of 

the road trip and how she feels at the end. Do you think the 

road trip changed their attitudes? Identify three turning 

points in their relationship.

5. In comics, words and sounds are drawn or colored to signal 

how they sound. What do the styles of the word balloons, 

colors, and lettering tell you? Look at pages 108-109 for 

examples. What makes something a scream? A thought?  

A song? How do these add to the story? 

6. Raina escapes her family’s crowded apartment and the 

confines of the van by listening to her Walkman. How does 

music help her relationships with her family? How does it 

hurt those relationships?

7. Consider Raina and Amara. What are three things that you 

see as appealing about Raina as a person? About Amara? 

What do you think they would list as three good (or bad) 

things about each other at the beginning of the story?  

What about at the end?

8. Sisters is a companion book to Raina Telgemeier’s memoir 

Smile, a story about Raina’s front teeth getting severely 

injured. How do the stories in Sisters fit together with those 

in Smile? How does reading both books give you a more 

complex picture of Raina and her family? 

9. Compare Raina’s immediate family, including her mom, 

dad, brother, and sister, to her aunts, uncles, and cousins 

Josh, Jeremy, and Lindsay. How do Raina’s expectations for 

hanging out with her cousins compare to the reality?  

What does she learn about family, both good and bad?

10. Consider the fight that Raina and Amara have on pages 136 

through 139. When Amara says, “You’re not being nice. You’re 

just feeling sorry for yourself,” what do you think she’s trying 

to tell Raina? What does Raina learn from that accusation?
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SL 4-5.1a, 4-5.1b, 4-5.1c, 4-5.1d, 6-7.1, 6-7.2, 6-7.3
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