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Profiles #1: The Civil War tells the stories of six peo-
ple who played important roles during this troubled
time in American history. From Abraham Lincoln
to Clara Barton, the biographies in the book weave
together the people and the events they influenced.
'The book provides an opportunity to teach stu-
dents how to explain the relationship or interactions
between individuals and historical events. Activities
engage students in viewing animated battles of the
war, taking a journey on the Underground Railroad,

and doing a close reading of the Gettysburg Address.

Topic Focus: Civil War

Comprehension Focus: Relationships Between
Individuals and Events

Language Focus: Word Families
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BOOK STATS

Grade Level Equivalent: 4-6 Ages: 9+
Lexile Measure®: 910L Pages: 160
Genre: Biography, Informational
TopicTheme: The Civil War
Common Core Reading Writing | Listening & | Language
State Standards Speaking
Grade 4 RI4.1,RLA2, | W42 SL4,1,SL44 | L44
RI.4.4,R1.4.9
Grade 5 RI5.1,RL5.2, | W.5.2 SL5,1,5L54 | L5.4
RI.4.3,R1.5.4,
RI.5.9
Grade 6 RI.6.1,RL6.2, | W.6.2 SL6,1,5L6.5 | L6.4
RI.6.4, R1.6.6,
RI.6.7

Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Clara Barton,
George McClellan, Robert E. Lee, Matthew Brady:
they all played pivotal roles in the Civil War. Our

nation would not have been the same without them.

This collection of six biographies tells the stories

of these historical figures, from their childhoods to
their change-making roles in American history. Lin-
coln served as one of America’s greatest presidents
and is credited with saving the Union. Douglass
overcame a childhood of deprivation to become a
leading abolitionist to end slavery. Barton moved be-
yond the confines of a woman’s role to nurse soldiers
on the battlefields and then founded the Ameri-

can Red Cross. McClellan developed the training
for Union soldiers that influenced the military for
decades. Lee, a brilliant military strategist, led the
Confederate forces out of deep loyalty for his native
Virginia. Brady captured the carnage and glory of
the Civil War in photographs from the war’s blood-
soaked battlefields.

All these historical figures are woven together by
their contributions and participation in the Civil
War—a war that took more American lives than any
war before or since. Each in his or her own way was
an American hero who influenced the course of our
nation’s history.
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Pre-Reading Activities

Civil War Background Engage students in the
book by providing background information about
the Civil War. Begin by visiting the Scholastic web-
site for an informative map about the War Between
the States at ht#p://bit.ly/YCT6CH. Project the map
on a whiteboard or screen and ask students to use
the map key to identify Union states, Confederate
states, and where their state stood in the conflict.
You may also find it valuable to project and discuss
the Fast Facts about the Civil War on the Kids Kon-
nect website at hetp://bit.ly/ X6 Unqr.

Preview and Predict Explain that the book con-
tains six biographies of important historical figures
who played roles in the Civil War. Preview with
students the opening pages for each of these people;
for example, page 6 for Abraham Lincoln. Ask them
to predict what they might learn about each person.

Vocabulary

Word Families Introduce students to the words be-
low that occur frequently in the biographies of Civil
War heroes. Explain that each word belongs to a
word family that includes other words with the same
base word, but have different meanings due to their
word endings or affixes. Model how word endings
change the meanings of the words politician, politics,
political. Remind students to look for clues in the
text for word meanings as they read.

Use Resource #1: Vocabulary Cards on page 7 and
distribute copies to students.

civil (p. 4) Confederate (p. 4)
secede (p. 4) Union (p. 4)
military (p. 11) politician (p. 11)
slavery (p. 15) abolitionist (p. 96)

To assess and enhance students’ comprehension, this
Storia eBook contains a Reading Challenge Quiz, as
well as the following enrichments:

Word Scramble (2) Do You Know?

Word Twister (2) Who Said It?
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Critical Thinking

Was fighting the Civil War worth
the deaths it caused?

Reading the Book

Modeled Reading Read aloud the two pages of the
introduction on pages 4-5, projecting it on a white-
board or screen, if possible. The text explains the
author’s purpose of integrating the important people
who played key roles in the Civil War. After reading,
encourage students to discuss the author’s purpose
and ask other questions to clarify their understand-
ing of the book’s structure.

Independent Reading Guide students who can
read the book independently to pace their reading
to ensure comprehension. Chunk the book into six
reading sessions, one for each person’s profile. At
the end of a session, prompt students to work with
partners to ask questions to clarify the text and to
share reactions.

Comprehension Focus

Explain Relationships Between Individuals and
Events Remind students that the author’s purpose
is to present the Civil War through the perspectives
of six different historical figures and to show how
they related and interacted with each other. Under-
standing these relationships between individuals and
events results in a deeper understanding of why the
Civil War began and how it ended.



Use Resource #2: Relationships Between Indi-
viduals and Events to help students explain the
relationship between two or more people and an
event during the Civil War. Project the organizer on
a whiteboard or screen and think aloud to explain to
students the relationship between Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass and the event that brought
them together.

Model: What was the relationship between
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass? Both
were against slavery in the United States. Lincoln
freed the slaves in the Confederate states with
the Emancipation Proclamation. Douglass was
the foremost African American speaking out
against slavery. Their paths crossed when Doug-
lass went to Lincoln to ask for better conditions
for the 54th Regiment of African American
soldiers fighting in the Civil War.

Ask students to choose two other people from the
book, explain their relationship, and discuss an event
that brought them or their beliefs together.

Questions to Discuss

Lead students in a discussion of these focus story
elements.

1. Civil War What if the Confederacy won the
Civil War? How would that have changed American
history? What problems would have been created?
(Sample answers: The United States wouldn’t be united;
there would be two countries instead of one. African
Americans would continue to be slaves. The country
wouldn’t be as strong against outside enemies.)

2. Relationship Between Individuals and Events
Why did Abraham Lincoln say that Matthew Brady
helped make him President? (Sample answer: Brady
took a photograph of Lincoln at a famous speech in
New York Cizy. The photo made Lincoln known across
the country.)

3. Word Families What word in the same family
as abolitionist would you use in this sentence: The
school board voted to the rule that
girls couldn’t play on boys’ teams. (Answer: abolish)

Questions to Share

Encourage students to share their responses with a
partner or small group.

1. Text-to-Self Which of the historical figures that
you read about do you think showed the most cour-
age? (Answers will vary.)

2. Text-to-World Describe the relationship between
two political figures of today and an event that
brought them together. (Answers will vary.)

3. Text-to-Text How does this collection of biog-
raphies give you different perspectives on the Civil

War? (Answers will vary.)

Word Families

Give students the following meanings for the
vocabulary words, one at a time. Then have
them hold up the vocabulary card that match-
es each meaning. Next, discuss the other
words that belong to that word family and
have students use them in a sentence.
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Reading/Writing Connection

Online Biography Tell students they are going to
write a biography for an online website about the
Civil War. They can choose one of the six people
they read about in the book, or choose another
person who played an important role in the Civil
War. Ask students to include important facts about
the person and explain how he or she contributed to
the war. The length of their biography should be ap-
proximately 150 to 200 words. Have students write

their biography on the computer and research a pho-

tograph of the person to include with the biography.

Animated Battlefields For students
interested in the military aspects of the Civil War, there are
several animations of battles that reveal military strategy
and battlefield planning. For an animated map of the
Battle of Antietam, visit the Civil War Trust website at
http://bit.ly/WudH80. Guide students to view animated
maps for every major Civil War battle by visiting the History
Animated website at http://bit.ly/116qW4l. Encourage
interested students to learn about one of the battles and
then present the animation and an explanation to a partner
or the class.

ENBIEL VAN Readers’ Theater Script Engage

students’ imaginations in the Civil War period by having
them present a Readers' Theater script. Visit the Scholastic
website to print out copies of the play, The Country Torn
Apart at http://bit.ly/Xgg3q3. Rehearse the play with stu-
dents until they can read it fluently. Then have them present
the play to the class, followed by a discussion of what they
learned from acting out characters from both sides of the
Civil War.

Gettysburg Address Encourage students to
do a close reading of Lincoln’s address at Gettysburg, one of
the most important speeches in our country’s history. Make
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Critical Thinking

Was fighting the Civil War
worth the deaths it caused?

copies of the address for each student by visiting the Scho-
lastic website at http:/bit.ly/WwGpGt. To help students
understand the text, go to the Visit Gettysburg website for a
discussion of the meaning and impact of Lincoln’s Address at
http://bit.ly/YgSyhR.

([l IET)A Escape from Slavery Focus on the

plight of the slaves in the southern states who made the
dangerous journey to freedom via the Underground Railroad.
Project the interactive activity, “The Underground Railroad:
Escape from Slavery” on a whiteboard or screen found at the
Scholastic website at http://bit.ly/128layo. Have students
click on the various stages of the journey made by Walter, a
slave from Virginia to freedom in the North.

BIG ACTIVITY

A Dialogue About the War Challenge students to
write a short dialogue between two of the key players in

the Civil War whom they read about. Ask them to choose a
topic or event for the two people to talk about. Guide them
to include dialogue that reflects each speaker’s beliefs about
slavery, the war, or other issues. Distribute copies of the

Big Activity: A Dialogue About the War on page 5 for
students to fill in with their dialogue.



Name: Date:

BIG ACTIVITY: A Dialogue About the War

Choose two of the people you read about in Profiles #1: The Civil War and write a dialogue
that they might have had. Write the topic of their dialogue and then start the conversation.

First Person:

Second Person:

Topic:

_
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READ MORE AND LEARN MORE

Use these books and other resources to expand your students’ study of the book or theme.

Series/Author Connection

Profiles #2: World War 11

Aaron Rosenberg

Ages: 8+

Lexile Measure: 940L
B Guided Reading Level: X
So much more than just your typical biography, this edition
of Profiles focuses on six of the most prominent figures dur-
ing World War II. This book includes all of the biographical
information kids need to know (background, family, educa-
tion, accomplishments, etc.) about FDR, Churchill, Eisen-
hower, Hitler, Stalin, and Hirohito. Photographs, maps, and
quotes are interwoven throughout the text.

Available as a Storia eBook

Theme Connections

Grades: 4—6
Pages: 160

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer
James L. Swanson

Ages: 11-14

Lexile Measure: 980L
Guided Reading Level: Z
Based on James Swanson’s bestselling adult book Manhunt:
The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer, this young adult ver-
sion brings students an accessible look at the assassination of
a president and its aftermath. The page-turning story offers

a moment-by-moment account of the 12-day hunt for John
Wilkes Booth and his accomplices, taking readers on the
wild chase through the swamps, rivers, forests, and fields of
Maryland and Virginia. Available as a Storia eBook

Grades: 5-8
Pages: 208

Civil War Spies

Camille Wilson

Ages: 9-12

Lexile Measure: 1000L
Guided Reading Level: W
Invisible ink, secret hideouts, and risking one’s life—it was
all part of the dangerous business of being a spy during the
Civil War. Readers will learn incredible facts about men

and women like Detective Allan Pinkerton, who once saved
President Lincoln’s life; Elizabeth Van Lew, who wrote coded
messages and passed them along inside hollowed-out eggs;
and the brave Harriet Tubman, a former slave who later
worked for the Union army. Available as a Storia eBook

Grades: 4-6
Pages: 112

Elijah of Buxton
Christopher Paul Curtis
Ages:10-13

Lexile Measure: 1070L
Guided Reading Level: X
Elijah is the first child who was born into freedom in
Buxton, a Canadian settlement of runaway slaves. When a
friend’s money is stolen, Elijah takes off on a dangerous jour-
ney to America, where he discovers firsthand the unimagina-
ble horrors of the enslaved life his parents fled—a life from
which he’ll always be free, if he can find the courage to make
it back home to Canada. Available as a Storia eBook

Grades: 5-7
Pages: 368

Henry's Freedom Box

Ellen Levine

Ages: 8-11 Grades: 3-5
Lexile Measure: 380L Pages: 40
Henry Brown doesn’t know how old he is, since nobody
keeps records of slaves” birthdays. Henry grows up and gets
married, but his dreams of freedom are dashed when his wife
and three children are sold at the slave market. Then one
day, while lifting a crate at a warehouse, he knows exactly
what to do—he’ll mail himself to the North. After an ardu-
ous journey in the crate, Henry finally has a birthday—his
first day of freedom. Available as a Storia eBook

Peaceful Heroes

Jonah Winter

Ages: 8-12 Grades: 3-6
Lexile Measure: 1050L Pages: 64

There have been all kinds of amazing individu-
als over the years who have managed to bring about tremen-
dous change simply through kindness and by standing up
for their beliefs. Featuring people such as Clara Barton, So-
journer Truth, and Martin Luther King, this book celebrates
these brave men and women in their quests for justice and
what is right. These are people who faced down violence and
many other dangers, all to make life better for those around
them. Available as a Storia eBook

To find PDF versions of the Storia teacher guides

and links to purchase the related books, visit
http://teacher.scholastic.com/ereading-resources/.




Resource #1: Vocabulary Cards

-
civil (p. 4) Confederate (p. 4)
secede (p. 4) Union (p. 4)
military (p. 11) politician (p. 11)
slavery (p. 15) abolitionist (p. 96)
y
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Name: Date:

RESOURCE # 2: Relationships Between Individuals
and Events

Think about how each of these events from the night of Lincoln’s assassination is connected
with the next. Describe the connection in the space between events.

Person #1 Person #2

Their Relationship With Each Other

An Event That Brought Them or Their Ideas Together
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