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Use this children’s
dictionary in the classroom
to help your students achieve
the Common Core State Standards.

How the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary Helps
Students Achieve the Common Core State Standards
The Common Core State Standards require that
students learn how to use reference materials such
as dictionaries. The Scholastic Children’s Dictionary
contains features to help students fully understand
words through definitions, sample sentences, and the
Thesaurus, and also helps students to learn standard
English through the Punctuation Guide, Grammar
Guide, and Idiom Guide. These features of the
dictionary will help students to learn new words and
recognize them when they read and also use them
when they speak and write.
To help your students learn new words and become
better readers, teach them to use context clues to
figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words, and
then check the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary to see
if they are correct. Encourage students to read all
parts of the word entry in the dictionary. If there is

more than one meaning of the word, tell students to
carefully choose the correct meaning, check the part
of speech, and read the example sentence. Also teach
students to check the spelling of the word and the
pronunciation if they are unsure how to say it. Deep
understanding and repeated exposure to words helps
students add these words to their vocabularies.
As with most tools, students need to learn how
to use them correctly. Teach students how to use
the features of the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary
to help them independently monitor and check
their word comprehension. Learning to use the
dictionary independently will ensure that they
understand complex text, academic discussions, and
all conversations to help them become college and
career ready.

Teaching Students the Features
Make sure students know how to independently use the dictionary to:
• Look up unfamiliar words alphabetically and decide
which definition is appropriate, if there is more than
one meaning.

• Refer to the Synonym boxes and the Thesaurus section
to learn words with similar meanings for further
clarification.

• Read the “About this letter” feature, which introduces
each letter through a Spelling Hint or other
useful information about the letter.

• Learn about the parts of a word, parts of speech, and other
information about a word by reading the Language Note
boxes.

• Use the phonetic spelling to pronounce the word.

• Refer to the Grammar Guide to find information about
the parts of speech, the four kinds of sentences, and
common grammar terms.

• Learn the part of speech that matches the definition.
• Understand the word and its definition by seeing it in
action through a sample sentence.
• Refer to the photographs, paying close attention to the
labels, for more clarity.
• Read the Word History boxes to find out the origins of
the word.
• Read the Prefix and Suffix boxes to learn the meaning of
the affix and how it changes the meaning of the root word.

• Use the Punctuation Guide to try out new types of
punctuation or understand why an author chooses to
punctuate in certain ways.
• Use the Pronunciation Guide to learn which letters
represent each sound.
• Familiarize themselves with the Idiom Guide to understand and recognize figurative language in conversations
and in complex text.
• Look up and learn new words about technology.

Overview of How to Use This Dictionary
A dictionary is a reference book that provides all kinds of information about words. This dictionary is your students’
guidebook to the English language. Teach students to reference it to find out what a word means, check its spelling
or pronunciation, or figure out how to use it in a sentence. Synonym boxes suggest similar words to help students
add variety to their writing and their speech.

“About this letter” boxes

appear on the opening
page of each new letter.
In each one, students will
find a fact about that letter
or a spelling tip for words
containing that letter’s
sound.

Tabs help students quickly
locate the section of the
alphabet that they are
looking for.

Entries are listed in

alphabetical order. Many
words have several
different meanings and
uses that are listed under
different numbers within
the entry. Some entries have
illustrations or photographs.

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M

Language tips appear

throughout the dictionary.
Word History boxes describe
the interesting origins of
the word highlighted in
the boxes. Prefix, Suffix,
Synonym, and Language
Note boxes provide extra
information about the usage
of a word or word part.

Main entry words are

set in red type and jut out
from the meanings so it is
easy to locate words.

N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

Aa

About A Each letter in our alphabet began as a drawing of an animal,
object, or person. A probably was first drawn upside down like a V,
with a bar across the middle. It may have stood for the horns of an ox,
since farmers used to guide oxen by a rope attached to a bar across
their horns. Our alphabet has its origins in an alphabet developed by
the Phoenicians. Aleph, the first letter of their alphabet, meant “ox.”

a indefinite article

abbreviate verb To make something shorter, such as

1. Any: Pick a card.
2. One: I have a car.
3. Per: They traveled more than 200 miles a day during
the trip.
a (uh or ay)
aardvark noun An African mammal with a long,
sticky tongue that it uses to catch insects. aard·vark
(ahrd-vahrk)

a word: Most people abbreviate words like “road” and
“street” in addresses. ab·bre·vi·ate (uh-bree-vee-ate)
 verb abbreviating, abbreviated
 adjective abbreviated
abbreviation noun A shortened version of a word. For
example, St. is an abbreviation of the word street. See
the Initials, Acronyms, and Abbreviations Guide in the
Reference Section. ab·bre·vi·a·tion
(uh-bree-vee-ay-shuhn)
abdicate verb To give up power: When the queen
abdicated the throne, her son became king. ab·di·cate
(ab-di-kate)  verb abdicating, abdicated  noun
abdication
abdomen noun
1. The front part of your body between your chest
and hips.
2. The rear section of an insect’s body.
ab·do·men (ab-duh-muhn)
abduct verb To take someone away by force: Two
masked men abducted the millionaire’s wife. ab·duct
(ab-duhkt)  verb abducting, abducted  noun
abduction
abhor verb To hate something: Alix abhors romantic
movies. ab·hor (ab-hor)
 verb abhorring, abhorred  adjective
abhorrent
abide verb If you abide by a rule,
agreement, or law, you obey it or
do what it requires: Players who
cannot abide by the rules will be
disqualified. a·bide (uh-bide)  verb
abiding, abided or abode (uh-bohd)
ability noun
1. The mental or physical power to do
something: Sybil has the ability to be a great
mathematician.
2. Skill, as in a natural ability at golf.
a·bil·i·ty (uh-bil-i-tee)
 noun, plural abilities
ablaze adjective On fire: The building was ablaze when
the firemen arrived. a·blaze (uh-blaze)
able adjective
1. If you are able to do something, you can do it.

Word History
The aardvark owes its name to the Afrikaans
language, which is spoken in South Africa, where
these animals are found. In this language, aard
means “earth” and vark means “pig.” Aardvark was
therefore the perfect term for this piglike animal that
digs in the ground to hunt for ants and termites.

abacus noun A frame with rows of sliding beads

on wires, used for adding, subtracting, multiplying,
and dividing. ab·a·cus (ab-uh-kuhs)  noun, plural
abacuses or abaci (ab-uh-sye or ab-uh-kye)
abalone noun A large sea snail with a flat shell whose
meat people eat and whose shell lining is
shiny like a pearl. ab·a·lo·ne
(ab-uh-loh-nee)
abandon verb
1. To leave somewhere or someone
and not return: The war forced
thousands of people to abandon
their homes.
2. To give up: Never abandon
hope!
a·ban·don (uh-ban-duhn)
 verb abandoning, abandoned
abalone
abandoned adjective Deserted or
no longer used, as in an abandoned
farm. a·ban·doned (uh-ban-duhnd)
abate verb To become less intense: We delayed our
errands till the storm abated. a·bate (uh-bate)
 verb abating, abated
abbey noun A group of buildings including a church
where monks or nuns live and work. ab·bey (ab-ee)
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Dictionary Entries Close Up
Numbers appear at the

beginning of each meaning
when a word has more
than one meaning. The
most frequently used
meanings generally
appear first.

Pronunciations, located

in parentheses, let students
know how to pronounce
words. Direct students
to use the Pronunciation
Guide on page 9 to learn
more about which letters
represent each sound. Note
that if the pronunciation of a
word changes depending on
its meaning, the appropriate
pronunciation appears with
the appropriate meaning.

Part of speech labels

usually appear on the
first lines of entries. Note
that if the word’s part of
speech changes with the
meaning, then the part of
speech label starts each
new meaning. When a
meaning shows the word
as a part of a common
phrase, which is known
as an idiom, no part of
speech is given.

Usage labels tell students

if a meaning of a word is
informal or slang. Informal
words are used in everyday
speech but not usually in
formal speech or in writing.
Many slang terms or
meanings are very popular
for a short period of time.
Like informal words, they
are not appropriate in
formal writing such as
term papers and essays.

satellite noun

1. A spacecraft that is sent into orbit around the
earth, the moon, or another heavenly body.
2. A moon or other heavenly body that travels
in an orbit around a larger heavenly body.
See moon.
sat·el·lite (sat-uh-lite)

attribute
1. (at-ruh-byoot) noun A quality or
characteristic that belongs to or describes
a person or thing: Kindness is her greatest
attribute.
2. (uh-trib-yoot) verb When you attribute
something to someone, you give him or her
credit for it: The author attributed her success
to her ninth-grade English teacher.
 verb attributing, attributed
at·trib·ute

rap
1. verb To hit something with a quick, sharp
blow: Bettina rapped on the window.  noun rap
2. noun A type of popular music in which the
words are spoken rhythmically to a musical
background.  noun rapper  verb rap
3. verb (slang) To talk: The boys rapped for hours.
rap (rap)
Rap sounds like wrap.  verb rapping, rapped

Homophones, words

that sound alike but have
different spelling and
meanings, are listed at or
near the end of a definition.

Cross-references tell

students where to turn in
the dictionary for more
information about the
main entry word.

Definitions tell the
meanings of words. When
the main entry word is used
within the definition, it is
printed in boldface.
Sample sentences

appear in italics after
some of the meanings.
These sentences illustrate
how a word is used by
showing it in context.

Syllable breaks are

indicated by small dots.
Entries made up of two
separate words or two words
and a hyphen are not broken
into syllables. To find their
syllables, guide students
to look up each part of
the term separately. For
example, to find the syllable
breaks for solar energy, look
up solar and energy.

Related words and word
forms appear at the end

of an entry or at the end of
a meaning. This dictionary
also lists irregular plural
forms for noun entries, -er
and -est forms for adjectives,
and irregular, -ed, and -ing
forms for verbs.

Conventions of Standard English
Teach students to use the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary to practice
standard English grammar when they speak and write.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Self-Correcting Grammar
As you listen to students speak and review their writing, take
note of ways they can communicate more clearly by learning
about standard grammar such as the correct parts of speech
and types of sentences. Help students recognize correct and
incorrect usage of parts of speech by reading their writing

aloud and by paying attention when they speak. Guide
students to self-correct by referring to the Grammar Guide
whenever necessary. For example, if you notice that students
are frequently shifting verb tense, teach a mini-lesson on
verb tense, and show students how to refer to the Grammar
Guide independently to see examples.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Experimenting with
Punctuation
As students read books independently, ask them to look
for various uses of punctuation. Teach them to notice the
punctuation at the end of sentences as well as other types
of punctuation, including dashes, parentheses, ellipses, and
quotation marks. Ask students to choose a piece of writing
they have already written. Then ask them to refer to the
Punctuation Guide in the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary to
help them choose new types of punctuation to add to their
writing. Have students work with a partner or small group to
discuss which piece of writing is more interesting. Remind
students to refer to the Punctuation Guide whenever they
are writing to make their writing more interesting through
punctuation choice.

Learning to Spell Correctly
Encourage students to attempt to spell any word they can
think of—even if they are not sure how to correctly spell it.

Guide students to try to spell the word phonetically and then
look it up in the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary to check the
correct spelling. Also, guide students to the Pronunciation
Guide to help them learn how to read the phonetic spelling
written in parenthesis in the word entry correctly.

Choosing Frequently
Confused Words
Choosing the right words when students write can be
challenging, but it is especially hard when students are
choosing the correct homophone. Until these words become
automatic, teach students to look up one of homophones in
the dictionary and check the meaning. If the word they look
up does not match the meaning they are looking for, guide
them to refer to the homophone list at the end of the entry.
Then tell students to look up the homophone until they find
the word that matches the meaning.

Knowledge of Language
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

Focusing on Word Choice
Encourage students to get excited about trying new words.
Help them to choose the perfect word to express the exact
meaning they want to convey. Guide students to brainstorm
words that convey their ideas precisely, regardless of their
ability to spell the word. Then guide them to look up the
word in the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary and find the
correct spelling. If students have difficulty thinking of the

perfect word, guide them to use the Thesaurus section to
find other words that are similar in meaning. If students
need further assistance finding the right word, have them
use the Thesaurus to narrow down their selections and then
present their choices to a small group of students. Have
students take turns reading their piece of writing aloud using
their possible word choices and ask the group to help them
decide which word most clearly conveys the meaning.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
As students are exposed to words through explicit instruction, reading, writing
and conversations they will acquire words that they will use in daily life.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Checking the Meaning of
New Words
An important goal of reading is learning to pause at
unfamiliar words, figuring out the word using context
clues, and then confirming the word in the dictionary. Help
students look for context clues by teaching the strategies
appropriate for their grade level, such as sentence level
context, definitions, examples, restatements in text, cause/
effect relationships, comparisons, overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph, or a word’s position or function in
the sentence. Emphasize to students the importance of using

the dictionary to check that the meaning derived from using
context clues is correct.

Finding Meaning from Affixes
Learning common prefixes and suffixes helps students
read unfamiliar words and figure out their meaning
independently. Encourage students to read the Prefix and
Suffix boxes found throughout the Scholastic Children’s
Dictionary. By learning more about the meaning of affixes,
students will be prepared to conquer unknown words in
complex text instead of feeling frustrated.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Learning About Idioms
Students need to develop a clear understanding of figurative
language to help them move beyond basic word level reading.
When reading complex text, idioms can be confusing if
students don’t understand that the meanings of the phrases
are not literal. Teach students to refer to the idioms in the
Idiom Guide of the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary. Ask
students to work with a partner to read some of the idioms
from the list (4-6 items). Ask partners to discuss the literal
form of the phrase and then the figurative form of the
phrase. As students come across idioms when reading, guide
them to refer to the Idiom Guide to check the meaning.
Also, encourage students to refer to the Idiom Guide to add
interesting phrases to their writing.

Acquiring Academic
Vocabulary
As students read complex text, they will encounter many
academic words that may be challenging to pronounce and
understand. To increase comprehension and help students
automatically read these words, teach the academic words
found in text explicitly with the whole group or small group.
Also, have students become familiar with these words by
using the dictionary to look at part of speech, pronunciation,
and sample sentences. When students come across one of
these words when reading independently, ask them to refer
to the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary on their own to check
the meaning.

History/Social Studies
Students need to learn to comprehend information in the text
as well as visual information like maps.
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other
information in print and digital texts.
Help students familiarize themselves with the parts of the
country and the world mentioned in the complex text they
are reading. Teach students to use the Geography section of
the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary to find the location of
the place where their book is taking place on the map. Have

students explain how far the place is from their home and
discuss the states or countries around it. When reading a
book that takes place in a different country, guide students
to read the Countries of the World section to find out more
information.

Getting to Know the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary
Name:

Date:

Choose a word, write it on the line, and then look it up in the
Scholastic Children’s Dictionary to provide the answers.
Word:
Part of Speech:
Pronunciation:
Definition:

Sample Sentences:

Syllable Breaks:
Related Words:
Homophones:

Answer the questions below to show where information in the
Scholastic Children’s Dictionary is located.
Where would you look to find information about adverbs?

Where would you look to find information about using ellipses?

Where would you look to find information about the phrase, “a piece of cake”?

Learning New Words
Name:

Date:

After you try to figure out the meaning of a new word using context clues, check to see if you are correct by looking up
the word in the Scholastic Children’s Dictionary.. Then use this sheet to write the word, the part of speech, the meaning,
and a sentence of your own. Come back to this sheet and put a check in the last column once you have used the word in a
conversation or in a piece of writing.
New Word

Part of
Speech

Definition

Sentence

Scholastic Children’s Dictionary –

2014 Edition

• New technology terms
• New photos and images throughout
• Includes all Tier 2 High Frequency Academic
Vocabulary words

The Scholastic Children’s Dictionary is the only children’s dictionary to include a thesaurus,
grammar guide, punctuation guide, idiom guide, and geography section.
Ages 8-12 • Grades 3-7 • 864 pages • 8" x 10" • Hardcover • 978-0-545-60495-6 • $19.99

The Scholastic Children’s Dictionary may be ordered from any bookseller or your usual vendor.
Teachers and librarians may order from:
Scholastic, 2931 East McCarty Street, P.O. Box 7502, Jefferson City, MO 65102
Or call toll-free 1-800-724-6527.

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc.

• 64 more pages than the previous edition for the
same price
• Updated and expanded geography section
• Hundreds of new words

Used it!

