MCAS Game

Context Clues

Choose the correct meaning of the word.

1. In the factory, the roar of machinery is perpetual, but the continuous rumbling is easier to bear than an occasional sudden burst of fire whistle.

a. brief

b. constant

c. periodic

d. harmful

e. puzzling.

2. They say that Robin Hood took from the affluent and gave to the poor.

a. flowing

b. sick

c. engaged

d. rich

e. soaked

3. An organization that prevents cruelty to animals is a benevolent organization.

a. kindly

b. unkind

c. neglectful

d. neutral

e. large

4. Jennifer has an unusual aptitude for playing the piano but a total inability to play any other instrument.

a. viewpoint

b. height

c. appreciation

d. talent

e. enjoyment

5. At times, Mr. Williams is penurious; at others, generous.

a. penny-wise

b. stingy

c. helpful

d. contributory

e. weary

6. The relationship between the twins was discordant, not harmonious the way you would expect with twins.

a. careless

b. conflicting

c. musical

d. curious

e. interesting

7. When Ms. Shuler gets hold of an idea, she is tenacious, and never lets it go.

a. offensive

b. fickle

c. friendly

d. adaptable

e. persistent

8. In changing weather, the bees may be either active or dormant.

a. irritable

b. quiet

c. careless
d. indecisive

9. Too often, fame ephemeral, not lasting.

a. livelong

b. lively

c. short-lived

d. living

e. lifelike

10. Betty’s efforts with a saxophone range from cacophony to a sweet blending of sounds.

a. ingenuity

b. silent
c. symphony

d. harsh sounds

e. surprise

11. Hannah’s explanation did not placate her partner at all; it only infuriated him further.
a. interest

b. trick

c. arouse

d. eliminate

e. soothe

12.
What is the speaker’s tone?

“I am the whistler.  And I know many things, for I walk by night.  I know many stranger tales hidden in the hearts of men and women who have stepped in the shadows.  Yes . . . I know the nameless terrors of which they dare not speak.” (from the opening of the radio show "The Whistler")
a. threatening

b. silly

c. joyful

d. rude

e. encouraging

13.
What is the speaker’s tone?

“Fifteen.  What a weird age to be male.  Most of us have forgotten about it, or have idealized it.  But when you are fifteen . . . well, things tend to be less than perfect.  It’s a riot.

“You can’t drive.  You are only a freshman in high school.  The girls your age look older than you and go out with upperclassmen who have cars.  You probably don’t shave.  You have nothing to do on the weekends.”

a. serious

b. nasty

c. funny

d. grim

e. angry

14.
What is the speaker’s tone?

“About five o’clock our procession of three cars reached the cemetery and stopped in a thick drizzle beside the gate – first a motor hearse, horribly black and wet, then Mr. Gatz and the minister and I in the limousine, and a little later four or five servants and the postman from West Egg, in Gatsby’s station wagon, all wet to the skin.” (from The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald)
a. somber

b. disrespectful

c. insincere

d. peaceful

e. happy

15.
What is the speaker’s tone?

“These devils will afflict the damned in two ways, by their presence and by their reproaches.  We can have no idea how horrible these devils are.  Saint Catherine or Siena once saw a devil and she has written that, rather than look again for one single instant on such a frightful monster, she would prefer to walk until the end of her life along a track of red coals. (from A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce).
a. sarcastic

b. mysterious

c. friendly

d. intimidating

e. gentle

In walks these three girls in nothing but bathing suits.  I’m in the third checkout slot, with my back to the door, so I don’t see them until they’re over by the bread.  The one that caught my eye first was the one in the plaid green two-piece.  She was a chunky kid, with a good tan.  I stood there with my hand on a box of HiHo crackers trying to remember if I rang it up or not.  I ring it up again and the customer starts giving me hell.  She’s one of those cash-register-watchers, a witch about fifty with blush on her cheekbones and no eyebrows, and I know it made her day to trip me up (from "A&P" by John Updike").
16. The setting of the story is ____________________________________________________.

In walks these three girls in nothing but bathing suits.  I’m in the third checkout slot, with my back to the door, so I don’t see them until they’re over by the bread.  The one that caught my eye first was the one in the plaid green two-piece.  She was a chunky kid, with a good tan.  I stood there with my hand on a box of HiHo crackers trying to remember if I rang it up or not.  I ring it up again and the customer starts giving me hell.  She’s one of those cash-register-watchers, a witch about fifty with blush on her cheekbones and no eyebrows, and I know it made her day to trip me up (from "A&P" by John Updike").

17. The weather outside is ___________________________________________________.

In walks these three girls in nothing but bathing suits.  I’m in the third checkout slot, with my back to the door, so I don’t see them until they’re over by the bread.  The one that caught my eye first was the one in the plaid green two-piece.  She was a chunky kid, with a good tan.  I stood there with my hand on a box of HiHo crackers trying to remember if I rang it up or not.  I ring it up again and the customer starts giving me hell.  She’s one of those cash-register-watchers, a witch about fifty with blush on her cheekbones and no eyebrows, and I know it made her day to trip me up (from "A&P" by John Updike").

18. The person telling the story is __________________________________________________.

19. A man stood upon a railroad bridge in northern Alabama, looking down into the swift water twenty feet below.  The man’s hands were tied behind his back, the wrists bound with a cord.  A rope closely encircled his neck.  It was attached to a stout cross-timber above his head and the slack fell to the level of his knees (from "An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge," by Ambrose Bierce).

The purpose of this paragraph is to:

a. show a man about to be hanged

b. describe the scenery of northern Alabama

c. explain the size of a railroad bridge

d. illustrate the uses of a rope

e. tell us about a man held hostage

20. Last night I went looking for trouble, and I found it in all the right places.  

This sentence is written in what point of view?

a. fourth person

b. third person

c. second person

d. first person

21. “Oh no!  I did it again,” she exclaimed, as she ran down the stairs.

This sentence is written in what point of view?

a. fourth person

b. third person

c. second person

d. first person

22. You need to study every night.  You need to do your homework.  You need to try your hardest in everything you do.

This sentence is written in what point of view?

a. fourth person

b. third person

c. second person

d. first person

23. “I wandered lonely as a cloud” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

24. “He is a wrecking machine on the football field” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

25. “Gloom and Melancholy sat down next to me on the bus” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

26.    “Raging rivers ravaged Redondo Beach” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

27.    “O, my love is like a red, red rose” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

28.   “Two socks as soft as rabbits” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

29. “You ain’t nothin’ but a hound dog” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

30. “The sun woke me up this morning” is an example of 

a. personification

b. alliteration

c. metaphor

d. simile

31. Melissa played the drums the dexterity of a professional magician.

a. Clumsiness

b. Skillfulness

c. Slowness

d. Foolishness

e. Forgetfulness

32.  He looked at his brand new iphone with consternation, when he realized he had just lost another call because of its manufacturing defect.  
a. Utter dismay
b. Total calm

c. Seeing stars

d. Incompetence

e. Preservation

33.  If the governor raises taxes one more time, the public will become as restive as a crowd waiting for a fight to break out.

a. Relaxed

b. Highly amused

c. Supportive

d. Completely restored

e. Restless

34.  The group of ornithologists went on long bird-watching hikes in the local forest.
a. dental specialists

b. spellers

c. bird experts

d. story collectors

e. bone doctors

35. The job is too much responsibility for a callow youngster, hardly out of school.

a. thick-skinned

b. immature

c. lily-like

d. rich in food energy

e. experienced

36. No one knew the reason for the sudden, prodigious increase in television prices in such a short period of time.

a. small

b. enormous

c. average

d. disappointing

e. expected

37. The play Blithe Spirit is about a non-threatening, fun-loving ghost.

a. ghostly

b. athletic

c. deteriorated

d. cheerful

e. flexible

38. Because of the plethora of jobs and housing in the area, everyone was well-off.

a.
curse

b.
plentiful supply

c.
lack

d.
lung disease

e.
feeling of well-being

39. Punctuate this sentence:

While I was in Aspen on a skiing trip there was a terrible avalanche on the mountain where I was staying.

40. Since she received the award, her head has been as big as a cow’s.

a.
metaphor

b.
personification

c.
alliteration

d.
simile

41. The bacon sizzled in the pan.

a.
metaphor

b.
assonance

c
onomatopoeia

d.
hyperbole

42. 

“The fields were a beautiful shade of green.  The sun shone down brightly illuminating the rows of corn.  In the distance, a large barn loomed near the horizon.

What type of imagery is this?

a. auditory

b. gustatory

c. visual

d. olfactory

43.
Give me an example of a simile

44.
Give me an example of a metaphor

45.
Give me an example of personification

46.
Give me an example of alliteration

47.
“I am at my wit’s end,” she said.  “We definitely need to break up.”  

This is written in what point of view?

a.
first

b.
second

c.
third

d.
fourth

48.“It was Paul’s afternoon to appear before the faculty of Pittsburgh High School to account for his various misdemeanors.  He had been suspended a week ago, and his father had called at the Principal’s office and confessed his perplexity about his son.  Paul entered the faculty room suave and smiling.”

What is the style of this passage?

a.
formal

b.
informal

c.
conversational

49.”Few evils are less accessible to the force of reason, or more tenacious of life and power, than long-standing prejudice.  It is a moral disorder, which creates the conditions necessary to its own existence, and fortifies itself by refusing all contradiction.  It paints a hateful picture according to its own diseased imagination, and distorts the features of the fancied original to suit the portrait.

What is the style of this passage?

a.
formal

b.
informal

c.
conversational

50. Bunnath-ra was born in Cambodia, but her family quickly moved to Thailand during the bloody reign of the Khmer Rouge.  Bunnath-ra remembers the refugee camp and eating noodle soup nearly every day.  The Pei-kong River flowed through the middle of the camp, and at night Bunnath-ra’s grandmother would sing old Cambodian songs to Bunnath in Khmer, their native language.

This passage is written in

a.
Cambodian-American dialect

b.
Modern Day English

c.
Colloquial English

d.
Cambodian colloquial

51. What is the tone of this passage?

“I refuse to pay for this steak dinner!  How do you expect me to eat food that I can’t chew?  Let me see the restaurant manager.  Now!”

a.
understanding

b.
angry

c.
solicitous

d.
passive

e.
obsessive

52.
After years of working as a lawyer for the tobacco industry, John (a non-smoker) died of lung cancer.  

This is an example of

a.
hyperbole

b.
assonance

c.
irony

d.
sarcasm

  Answer Key

1. b

2. d

3. a

4. d

5. b

6. b

7. e

8. b

9. c

10. d

11. e

12. a

13. c

14. a

15. d

16. supermarket/grocery store

17. hot – summerlike

18. a cashier at a supermarket (probably a teenager)

19. a

20. d

21. b

22. c

23. d

24. c

25. a

26. b

27. d

28. d

29. c

30. a

31. b

32. a

33. e


34. c


35. b


36. b


37. d


38. b


39. comma after the word TRIP


40.
d


41.
c


42.
c


43.
example of simile


44.
example of metaphor


45.
example of personification


46.
example of alliteration


47.
c


48.
c


49.
a


50.
b


51.
b


52.
c

