Newscaster 1: Breaking news at this hour…There was a terrible tragedy today in Birmingham when four girls were killed and others were injured by a bomb in a local church. The event happened at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church where local civil rights leaders have been meeting regularly.

Newscaster 2: That’s right. The church is just the latest in a series of bombings aimed at African Americans who are meeting to discuss their rights. It is believed the bombings are the work of the Ku Klux Klan, but no arrests have been made.

Newscaster 2: For more on the story we go live to ______________ at the corner of 6th Avenue and 16th Street in Birmingham.

Reporter 1: What we know at this hour is that four young girls were killed as a bomb exploded during Sunday School around 10:19 this morning. The bodies of Addie Mae Collins, Denise NcNair, Carole Roberston, and Cynthia Wesley were all pulled from the rubble in what is believed to have been the choir room. Earlier today I talked to Reverend John Cross who spoke about the violence.

Rev John Cross: It is just terrible, terrible. We are a peaceful church and all we want is rights for all our children. But I can promise you this…we will rebuild and we will be stronger for it. The eyes of the nation are on us and they will not stand for this!

Reporter 1: Now with a closer look at the lives of these girls are ____ and ____.

Speaker 1: Addie Mae Collins was of seven children. Her brothers and sisters tell us that she was a great softball player and was interested in art. Her underhand pitch was famous and Paster Cross recalls that she could draw people really well.
Speaker 2: Carol Denise McNair, known to her friends as Niecie, helped raise money for muscular dystrophy by putting on plays, doing dance routines, and reading plays, which has become a local event in the neighborhood. She held tea parties, belonged to the Brownies, and played baseball. When she grew up, Niecie was looking forward to being a pediatrician.

Speaker 1: Carole Robertson was the third child of a librarian and a band director. She was a straight A student and a member of the marching band. Carole also participated in the science club, Jack and Jill club, and was a Girl Scout. Her family says that she was a sweet girl who loved her mom’s spaghetti.
Speaker 2: Cynthia Wesley was the daughter of two teachers who was known as a great student at Ullman High School. Math, reading, and band were some of her favorite subjects. Her mother hand-sewed her clothes to fit her small frame and Cynthia enjoyed dressing to play hostess. You could often find her playing music and serving refreshments to her friends in the backyard.
Reporter 1: I think it is clear that these girls will really be missed. Now we are going to a news conference held by the local civil rights leaders.

Reporter 2: That’s right _________. I’m here at the scene where local leaders are going to speak about what happened here today. Let’s listen…

Leader 1: Today we witnessed an unspeakable crime. It was a crime against all humans. We can’t let Bull Connor and Klan leaders get away with this type of despicable violence. We must stay strong. We must be united. We must never, ever forget what happened here today and we cannot stoop to their level of hate. We shall overcome!
Reporter 2: Really powerful words today from the African-American community. You can tell there is a lot of anger and sadness here today. Oh and here we have the family of Carole Robertson…mam, mam….how are you and your family dealing with this terrible tragedy?
Mrs. Robertson (with others): My baby! My baby! Oh my little girl! (crying)

Reporter 2: There’s a lot of grief here today. Back to you _______.

Reporter 1: I was just talking to the police and they tell me that it looks like as many as nineteen sticks of dynamite were set under the stairs of the church, causing this massive explosion. There are no leads at this time, though word on the street is that local Klan leaders targeted the church. Reporting live, I’m _____.
Newscaster 2: Well, there you have a chilling report from the street. Now, we understand that some people are blaming Governor George Wallace for this new wave of violence. Just last week he told the New York Times that a few “first-class funerals” would stop integration in Alabama.

Newscaster 1: We are hearing word from the capitol now….President Kennedy says this is a complete lack of law and order. Strong words from the President tonight.
Newscaster 3: Sorry to interrupt…this just in from Birmingham…Riots have broken out in the streets and it is suspected that two more Negro boys were shot, one possibly injured by the police themselves. We will keep you updated as the story develops in Birmingham.

Newscaster 1: It is a sad day in the state of Alabama. Remember to keep it here for all the late-breaking news. Thank you for watching. Good night.
