
Holes 
 

Science 

Acids and Bases 
Stanley’s father is an inventor who develops a cure for foot odor. Use your scientific knowledge 
of acids and bases, something Mr. Yalnats would need to know, for a sudsy experiment. Squeeze 
the juice of a lemon into a cup. In another clear glass put 1 tablespoon baking soda and 1 
teaspoon liquid dish soap. Pour the lemon juice in and watch the reaction of acids and bases at 
work! 
 

Desert Animals 
Research the kinds of animals that would live in the desert. Find what adaptations help them to 
survive. Use what you learn to create a device that would help people adapt to living in an 
extreme desert climate. Present your research in a unique way, such as making your favorite 
desert animal a phony Facebook page or creating an advertisement for your new product. 

 

Technology 

Dig In 
Visit http://www.scholastic.com/holes/ to play the treasure hunt game, match ‘em up, learn about 
Louis Sachar, see the writing process, view pictures from the movie, and more! 

 

Engineering 

Invent a Shoe 
Can you do better than Stanley’s dad? Take measurements of several friends and family members 
feet. Spray water on their soles and have them step on construction paper. Trace their feet before 
it dries and compare the different arches. Based on your measurements and research, design a 
new shoe that would fit most people’s needs. Feeling crafty? Grab discarded or old shoes and get 
to work making a prototype! 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/holes/


Art 

Leaping Lizards 

Use the descriptions of lizards in the book to draw exactly what you think each lizard would look 
like. Be sure to count the spots and add details. Make play dough from ¼ cup salt, 1 cup flour, 
and ¼ cup water. Mix and shape into a 3-dimentional lizard. Paint or color the model when dry, 
adding details like texture to the lizard’s skin. 

  

Math 

How Many Holes? 

Get permission to dig a hole in an unused spot. Time how long it takes you to dig one hole. 
Figure out how many holes you could dig in an eight hour day, a week, a month, or a year. How 
long would 100 holes take you? Then measure your hole. Figure out the capacity of your hole. 

Zero’s Math 

Zero was a whiz at math. Try some problems based on situations from the book at 
http://library.thinkquest.org/J0113061/math.htm b 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Recommended Resources 

Science Explorations Lizards: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/explorations/lizards/  

StudyJams Acids and Bases: 
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/matter/acids-and-bases.htm  

Dirtmeister’s Acid Rain: http://teacher.scholastic.com/dirt/ecosys/index.htm  

Math Hunt Extreme Weather: http://teacher.scholastic.com/mathhunt/StartGame.asp?QuizID=15  

StudyJams Animal Adaptations: 
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/animals/animal-adaptations.htm  

Discovery Engineering: http://www.discoverengineering.org/  

Author Louis Sachar: http://www.louissachar.com/  
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