
Ideas and Details 
 

● Claim needs keywords from the question (echo/restate) to clarify what you are trying to 
say. 

● Claim needs an inference (idea -- answer to the question). An inference is a conclusion 
you made from reading the details in the text. 

● Claim: Please to not include details in your claim. You need an inference, an idea or 
answer to the questions. After you state the claim use the details to support your ideas. 

● Cite the detail. Identify where you found it in the text. You can do this by putting the 
information in parenthesis ( ) at the end of the sentence -- BEFORE the period. 

● Commentary is weak. It needs to include a stronger connection to the claim. 
● Commentary repeats the detail rather than explaining the connection between the detail 

and the claim. 
● Commentary is missing. You need a comment after each detail explaining why it supports 

the claim. 
● Detail is inaccurate. You misread the text or confused what the author said. Re-read the 

text and revise the detail. 
● Detail is weak. There are stronger details to support this claim. Look for a stronger detail 

(example, fact, statistics, scientific research, etc.) to support your claim. 
● Irrelevant Detail: The detail you used does not support the claim. It is off topic. 
● Direct Quotation is inaccurate: You did not copy the author's exact words. 
● Direct Quotation needs a lead identifying who said it. 
● Direction quotation requires context, information that explains when, where, or what is 

taking place. 
● Thesis is confusing, incomplete, or unclear. The thesis is s statement that introduces the 

topic of the essay. Consider rewording the thesis to clarify what your essay is about. 
● Thesis is missing: The thesis is s statement that introduces the topic of the essay. It 

comes at the end of the introductory paragraph. 
 
Organization 
 

● Chronological (organized in order by time or that events occurred) organization of details 
might make more sense. 

● Parallelism. Discuss topics in the order that you introduce them in the claim. 
● Parallelism: Discuss topic in order that you introduce them in the thesis. 
● Argument Writing: use your best or strongest reason last. 

 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 

● AAAWWUBBIS (Although, After, As, When, While, Until, Before, Because, If, Since): 
When starting a sentence with an AAAWWUBBIS, you need a comma to set off the 
dependent clause from the main sentence (the independent clause). Example: Because I 
am terrified of snakes, I refused to explore the Florida Everglades. Since it is cold out, we 
are wearing our winter jackets. 

● Complex Sentence: When starting a sentence with a gerund phrase (-ing words: talking, 
asking, biking, etc.) insert a comma to separate the gerund phrase from the main 
sentence. Example: Waving his magic wand, Harry Potter turned the evil troll into a toad. 



● Compound Sentences: A compound sentence is like a compound word (cupcake). It is 
two sentences that joined together with a conjunction: FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, 
yet, so). Insert a comma BEFORE the conjunction when joining two sentences. Example: 
Robert is running the 100-yard dash, and Manuel is competing in the high jump. 

● Compound sentence: Use a semicolon ( ; ) to join a sentence without a FANBOY (for, 
and, nor, but, or, yet so). 

● Compound/Complex Sentences: Use an "although" (complex) or "however" (compound) 
sentence when introducing a claim in an argument. Example: Although many students go 
to bed at 9:00, they are not falling asleep right away. Many student go to bed at 9:00; 
however, they are not falling asleep right away. 

● Incomplete sentence. Add Capital letter and/or ending punctuation. 
● Incomplete sentence because you not complete your thought. 
● Incomplete sentence: the predicate (verb) is missing. 
● Incomplete sentence: the subject (noun) is missing. 
● Vary sentence lengths. 
● Vary the first word in the sentences. Many sentences start with the same word. Try 

rewording the sentences so they have different first words. 
● Run-on sentences. You are joining sentences together without using a FANBOYS or a 

semicolon. 
● Run-on sentences. You are using the word "and" to join sentences. It may be better to 

use a period, creating a new sentence. 
● Series Comma Sentences: use the same part of speech when listing items in a series 

comma: verb, noun, etc. Example: reading, speaking, listening or read, speak, listen. 
 
Word Choice 
 

● Affect or effect: most times, effect is used as a noun (a thing) and affect is a verb. 
Example: The effects of the hurricane were horrific. We are unsure how the hurricane 
affected the people of New Orleans. 

● Their, there, or they're? Use "their" to show possession: They're house. Use "there" to 
indicate a place (here) or that something exists: There is my coat. Use "they're" when you 
want to say "they are": They're going to school. 

● Then or than? Use "then" when explaining what is happening next. Use "than" when 
making a comparison. 

● To, two, or too? Use "to" to show movement or direction: I went to the store. Use two 
when referencing a number: He dropped two books. "Too" means "very" or "too much": 
The cookie monster ate too many cookies. 

● Verbs (Present Tense): When writing about literature and characters in literature, use 
present tense verbs. It is always present tense because any time you open a book the 
action takes place now, not in the past. Correct Example: Harry Potter is a wizard. 
Incorrect Example: Harry Potter was a wizard. 

● Vocabulary: Consider using a higher-level vocabulary word from our word list. 
● Who or that? Use "who" when you reference a person. Use "that" when referencing an 

object or thing. 
● Wrong Word: Did you mean to use a different word? 
● Could have, should have, would have: use "have" instead of "of" when stating could have, 

should have or would have. There is no such thing as could of, should of, or would of. 
 



 
Conventions 
 

● Capitalize important words in the title. 
● Capitalize the first word in a sentence. 
● Capitalize proper nouns: names of people, places, cultures, countries, holidays, months, 

etc. 
● Citation is missing. You must cite direct quotes and paraphrased details. 
● Comma: Use a comma to separate interjections in the sentence. Example: Yes, you can 

come to my party. 
● Comma: use a comma to separate words or phrases in a list. 
● Comma: Use a comma before a FANBOY when joining two sentences. 
● Comma: to separate beginning clauses, phrases or words that come before the main 

clause. (Hint: it can stand by itself as a sentence.) 
● Direct Quotation: check the formatting. A comma, quotation mark or parenthesis is not 

use accurately. 
● Ellipsis: Use Ellipsis when omitting words from a direct quotation. 
● Ending Punctuation: Add a period, exclamation point, or question mark at the end of the 

sentence. 
● Italicize or Underline titles of longer texts. 
● Lowercase -- no capital needed. 
● Period: Put the ending punctuation AFTER the citation. 
● Quotation Marks: Use quotation marks around titles of short texts. 
● Spelling Error: Check the passage. 
● Titles: Use quotation marks around the titles of short passages and underline or italicize 

title of longer pieces (novels, titles of collections, movies, etc.) 
● Contractions: Please use an apostrophe to when using contractions: I'd, he's, you'd, 

we've, etc. 
● Please do not use instant messaging in your homework. 

 
 
Voice 
 

● Word Choice: Consider using words that reveal your emotions. 
● Word Choice: Use stronger words to show your feelings on the topic. 
● Word Choice: Your feelings toward the topic are not clear. Consider using more emotion 

words: solemn eyes, frustrated glare, quickly stomped, happily skipped, excitedly clapped, 
reluctantly clapped. 

● Punctuation (? ! . ): Punctuation can reveal voice. Exclamation marks show excitement. 
Period make statements. 

 


