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Miracle on Ice
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Against All Odds
1. It’s the 1980 Winter Olympics. The U.S. hockey team will

play the Soviet team. Many people don’t think the U.S. team
can win. Why? Write at least one reason.

Making Headlines
2. The U.S. hockey team beat the Soviet team! This is big news.

Write a headline for an article about this incredible game.

It’s a Great Feeling!
3. The U.S. hockey team played hard. In the end, they won 

the gold medal! How do you think they felt at that moment?
List at least two words.

Use with page 18.
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Miracle on Ice
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 18.

Against All Odds
1. In 1980, the U.S. hockey team played against the Soviets.

Most people thought the Americans had almost no chance
of winning. Why? List at least three reasons.

Making Headlines
2. The U.S. hockey team beat the Soviet team! This was good 

news for Americans, but bad news for the Soviets. Write 
a headline about the game for a Soviet newspaper.

The Big Payoff
3. The U.S. hockey team didn’t win the gold medal just 

for itself. It won it for America, too! Write two or three
sentences explaining why the team’s victory was so 
important to Americans.
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Name

The Hurricane
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Time Counts
1. Rubin Carter went to prison. But he didn’t waste his time

there. Write one or two sentences telling what Carter did
while he was in jail.

Tell It Like It Is
2. You’re at a rally to protest the jailing of Rubin Carter. A

reporter asks you why Carter should be freed. Write at least
two reasons. 

Righting Wrongs
3. Sending Rubin Carter to jail was a big mistake. What might

be done to pay Carter back for what happened to him? 
Write two or three sentences explaining your idea. 

Use with page 19.
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The Hurricane
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 19.

Time Counts
1. Rubin Carter went to prison, but he still kept on fighting.

This time, however, he fought with his mind, not his fists.
What important things did Carter do while he was in jail?
Write two or three sentences.

Tell It Like It Is
2. You’re at a rally to protest the jailing of Rubin Carter. A

reporter asks you why you are there. Write three sentences
that tell what you might say.

Righting Wrongs
3. The imprisonment of Rubin Carter was a terrible mistake.

What, if anything, can be done to make up for the unfair 
way that Carter was treated? Write a short paragraph
explaining your ideas. 
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Name

Stand Up! Speak Out!
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Read My Sign
1. The grape boycott starts today! You’re a farm worker. You need

a sign to hold at a rally. Write a message for your sign. 

Join the Union
2. Dolores Huerta is giving a speech. She wants new workers to

join the union. What should she say? Write two sentences
telling how the union will make the workers’ lives better.

Never Give Up!
3. Dolores Huerta is hurt after a beating by the police. A

reporter asks Huerta why she keeps fighting. List two things
Huerta might say.

Use with page 20.
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Stand Up! Speak Out!
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 20.

Read My Sign
1. You’re a farm worker participating in the grape boycott. 

You are making a sign to hold at a rally. Write a message for
your sign.

Join the Union
2. Imagine you’re Dolores Huerta. You know some new farm

workers in town. You want to tell them about the benefits of
the union. Write three or more ways that the union will make
their lives better.

Never Give Up!
3. Dolores Huerta is in the hospital after being beaten by the

police. A newspaper editor asks you to write an article titled
“Why Dolores Huerta Keeps On Fighting.” Write a short
paragraph explaining her reasons.
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The Killing Fields
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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The Killing Fields
1. The Khmer Rouge did very bad things to many people in

Cambodia. Write one thing that the Khmer Rouge did to 
Dith Pran.  

Dangerous Decision
2. Dith Pran’s family left Cambodia. Pran decided to stay

behind. He wanted to take photos of what was happening.
Why was that important to him? Write at least two sentences.  

TV Time
3. You’re a talk show host. Dith Pran is your guest. You want to

know about his experiences under the Khmer Rouge. What
will you ask him? Write two questions for Dith Pran.  

Use with page 21.
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The Killing Fields
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 21.

Life in the Killing Fields
1. The Khmer Rouge made life miserable for millions of

innocent Cambodians. What did the Khmer Rouge do to
Dith Pran? Write at least three sentences describing Pran’s 
life in the Killing Fields.

Risky Business
2. When Dith Pran’s family fled Cambodia, he stayed behind 

to photograph what was happening in his country. Was it
worth risking his life to do this? Why or why not? Write at
least three sentences explaining your answer. 

TV Time
3. You’re a talk show host, and Dith Pran is your guest. You

want to find out about his experiences under the Khmer
Rouge. What will you ask him? Write three questions.
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Name

Snake Stalker
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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I Caught an Anaconda!
1. Imagine you’re Jesús Rivas. You’ve just caught your first

anaconda. Describe how you feel. Write two sentences.

Anaconda Fast Facts
2. You’re in charge of all the snakes at the zoo. You talk to

visitors about them. Write two facts about anacondas that
you tell people. 

Dangerous Invitation
3. Jesús Rivas has invited you on an anaconda search. You’ll be

back in a week. Will you go? Explain your answer in one or
two sentences.

Use with page 24.
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Snake Stalker
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 24.

Notes From the Wild
1. Most biologists record what they see or do in a daily journal.

What do you think Jesús Rivas might have written the day he
caught his first anaconda? Write three or four sentences. 

Anaconda Fast Facts
2. You’re in charge of the anacondas at the zoo. You need to

write a sign telling visitors about this amazing snake. Write a
short paragraph that’s full of anaconda facts.

Date With a Snake!
3. Jesús Rivas invites you and a friend on an anaconda search!

You’re ready to go, but your friend is not. What could you
say to convince your friend to join you? Write at least three
sentences.
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Name

Dr. Brain
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Brainy Doctor
1. Dr. Carson operates on children’s brains! What skills do you

think he needs for this kind of work? List at least two skills.

Hospital Work
2. Have you ever thought about a job in medicine? Would  

you want to become a doctor, nurse, or hospital worker? Tell
which job interests you the most and why. Write at least two
sentences.

The Big Idea
3. You’re Dr. Carson. Today you’re speaking to a group of high

school students. What’s the most important thing you want
to tell them about your work? What’s the most important
thing you want to tell them about your life? Write one
sentence to answer each question.

Use with page 25.
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Dr. Brain
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 25.

Complicated Work
1. Dr. Carson performs complicated surgeries. He operates on

children’s brains. But before he operates, he uses virtual
reality technology. Describe how this technology helps 
Dr. Carson. Write at least three sentences.

Hospital Work
2. Have you ever thought about a career in medicine? Would

you want to become a doctor, nurse, administrator, or lab
technician? Tell which of these jobs interests you the most
and why. Write three or four sentences.

Book Talk
3. You’re Dr. Carson. One of your patients is a high school

student who says she doesn’t like to read at all. You take a few
minutes to tell her about your own experiences with reading.
What might you say to her? Write at least three sentences. 
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Name

Mummy Dearest
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Blockbuster Show
1. You’re in charge of a museum. You are going to show the

mummies that Dr. Guillén found in Peru! You want lots of
people to see them. Think of a great title for your show.
Write it down. 

Grave Ideas!
2. Imagine that you work with Dr. Guillén. Tell why you think

the mummies were buried with their mouths open. Write at
least two sentences. 

Never a Dull Moment
3. Dr. Guillén’s work is very exciting! Which part of her job

interests you the most? Exploring in the mountains? 
Working in the lab? Tell about your favorite part in at least
two sentences.

Use with page 26.
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Mummy Dearest
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 26.

Blockbuster Show
1. You’re in charge of a museum that is going to show 

Dr. Guillén’s mummies. Create a poster that will be sure 
to attract large crowds. Include a title and at least three
sentences about the mummies. 

Grave Ideas!
2. You’re Dr. Guillén’s assistant. You have your own ideas about

why the 219 Peruvian mummies were buried with their mouths
open. Explain your theory. Write three or four sentences. 

Mummy Mysteries
3. Unwrapping mummies is exciting work! Dr. Guillén never

knows what she’ll find. Will their teeth be in good shape?
Will they be wearing jewelry? Write three sentences about
some of the important discoveries she has made.
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Name

Cave Woman
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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What a Place!
1. Acid caves are different from any other place on earth! 

How would you describe these strange places? Make a list 
of three words. 

What’s in a Name?
2. Imagine an old sign hangs outside an acid cave. The sign

gives the cave’s name—and sounds really scary! What might
the sign say? List two or three names that might make visitors
think twice before entering! 

You’re Invited
3. Louise Hose has sent you an email. She’s inviting you to go

on her next field trip to the acid caves! Will you accept the
invitation? Tell why or why not. Write at least two sentences
of your reply.

Use with page 27.
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Cave Woman
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 27.

Cave Prep
1. You’re Louise Hose. You’re about to take a group of students 

into an acid cave. How do you prepare them? Describe the
caves and tell students some of the things they will see. Write
three or four sentences. 

You Name It!
2. You’re in the travel business. You want to take tourists

through an acid cave in Mexico. But how do you interest
people in such a dangerous, slimy place? You give it a great
name, of course! Write three possible names that would make
visitors want to go to the cave.  

You’re Invited
3. Your friend spent a day with Louise Hose exploring an acid

cave. At the end of the day, she asks you if you would like to
go with her next time. Tell her what you think and give your
reasons. Write at least three sentences. 
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Name

Heart of Harlem
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Capital of Cool
1. In the 1920s, Harlem was the “capital of cool.” Name a place

that you think deserves this nickname today. Write two
sentences telling why this place is cool. 

Meet the Players
2. Suppose you could meet a Harlem artist, writer, or musician

from the 1920s. Who would it be? Write at least two
sentences telling why you’d want to meet this person. 

Poems and Places 
3. Langston Hughes wrote a poem about Harlem. He described

the neighborhood. He told what made it special. Think of a
city or neighborhood that you know. Write two sentences
that describe it. Or tell about it in a poem! 

Use with page 30.
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Heart of Harlem
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 30.

Capital of Cool
1. In the 1920s, Harlem was the “capital of cool.” What place

do you think is really cool today? Why? Write at least three
sentences explaining why you chose this place. 

Harlem On My Mind
2. Imagine you’re a writer. You are writing a book about the

Harlem Renaissance. The publisher wants you to suggest 
a Harlem Renaissance artist, writer, or musician for the cover
of your book. Who do you suggest and why? Write a short
paragraph. 

Poems and Places
3. Langston Hughes wrote a poem about Harlem. He described

the neighborhood and told what was special about it. Think
of a place that you know. Write four sentences that tell about
it. Or describe it in a poem! 
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Going Hollywood
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 31.

Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down?
1. What was the last movie you saw? If you were a movie

reviewer, would you have given it a good review or a bad
review? Write a headline that lets your readers know what you
thought of it. Then write the first two sentences of the review.

Greetings From Hollywood!
2. It’s 1913. You’re a movie director who discovers that

Hollywood is a great place to make movies. After building
your own studio, you ask several other directors to come
work for you. Write a short note to the directors. Tell them
why Hollywood is the best place to be!  

A Hollywood Hit!
3. You have a great idea for a movie. You are going to tell your

idea to a Hollywood producer tomorrow. Describe the movie 
in three or four sentences. Then give it a title. Maybe you’ll
have a hit! 
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Name

Going Hollywood
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down?
1. What was the last movie you saw? Did you love it? Or did it

put you to sleep? Write a headline for a review of this movie.
In your headline, let readers know whether you liked the
movie or not.

Why Hollywood?
2. Years ago, film directors found that Hollywood was the

perfect place to make movies. Why? List at least two reasons. 

And the Winner is . . . 
3. Everyone has a favorite movie. What’s yours? Tell the title.

Then write two sentences about it.

Use with page 31.
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Road Trip
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Pull Over!
1. Route 66 changed the way Americans traveled. What are

some of the things that made traveling on Route 66 fun? 
List at least two things that made drivers pull over.

Dream Wheels 
2. You’ve just won the car of your dreams. Describe this car.

Write at least two sentences telling what’s cool about it.

On the Road
3. You want to take a road trip. Where will you go and what 

will you do there? Write two sentences about your plans.

Use with page 32.
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Road Trip
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 32.

Building Route 66
1. The year is 1926. The first big American highway is under

construction. Why do you think it is being built now? List at
least three reasons. 

Dream Wheels
2. You’ve just won the car of your dreams. Describe the car.

Does it have fancy hubcaps? Is it a special color? Is it old or
brand-new? Tell a few things that make your car really cool.

On the Road
3. You want to take a road trip. Where will you go and what 

will you do there? Write three or four sentences describing
your plans.
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Name

Surfin’ U.S.A.
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Surf Impressions
1. You’re on a beach in California. You’re watching surfers for

the first time. Write two sentences telling what you see.

Who’s the Duke?
2. A friend asks you, “Who’s the Duke?” What will you answer?

List at least two facts about Duke Kahanamoku.

Watch Your Language!
3. Surfers have their own way of talking. They say things like

“ripping inside the barrel” and “stoked.” What are some
unusual words or phrases that you and your friends use?
Write down at least two of them and tell what they mean.  

Use with page 33.
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Surfin’ U.S.A.
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 33.

Surf’s Up!
1. Some people say that surfing is the hardest sport! Do you

think they’re right? Why or why not? Write three sentences.

Who’s the Duke?
2. A kid who’s interested in surfing walks up to you and asks,

“Hey, dude, who’s the Duke?” What will you answer? Write
three sentences telling about Duke Kahanamoku. 

Watch Your Language
3. Surfers have their own way of talking. Words like “stoked,”

“stick,” “tube,” and “barrel” are part of surfer slang. What
slang words do you and your friends use? Write three
sentences that include at least three slang words. Then write
the definitions of the words.
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Mass Appeal
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Let’s Eat!
1. Sumo wrestlers train a lot. They also eat a lot! Imagine it’s

your first day of training for the sport. List everything you
would like to eat for your first sumo dinner!

Sumo on the Web
2. You’re writing a Web page about sumo wrestling. What is the

coolest thing about this sport? Write two sentences. 

Big Inspiration
3. Many sports clubs have a motto to inspire their members.

Write a motto for a sumo-wrestling club. (HINT: A motto is
a short statement that tells a belief or purpose.)

Use with page 36.
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Mass Appeal
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 36.

Today’s Special

1. No one becomes a sumo wrestler overnight. It takes years 
of practice—and eating! Suppose a sumo wrestler is trying 
to gain weight. Write a day’s menu for him. Tell what he
should eat.

Snapshot!

2. You’re creating a Web page about sumo wrestling. You’re
working on the section about yokozunas, and you want to
include a photograph that shows the life of a yokozuna.
Describe the photo in three sentences. 

Sumo Illustrated

3. You and a friend are reading a sports magazine. You see
pictures of sumo wrestlers. Your friend has heard of sumo 
but doesn’t know much about the sport. Help him out. 
Write three or four sentences telling the most important
things about sumo wrestling. 
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Name

Carried to Victory
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 S
ch

ol
as

tic
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

Swimming, Cycling, Running . . . 

1. A triathlon is a race with three parts: swimming, cycling, and
running. There is also a race with five parts. What two events
would you add to make a five-part race?

Gold Medal Winners!

2. You’re in charge of awards for the triathlon athletes. You can
write one sentence on the trophy that goes to Team Hoyt.
What will you write?

Photo Finish

3. The Hoyts have just crossed the finish line. You snapped the
photo for the newspaper story. Write a caption for the photo.
Write at least two sentences.

Use with page 37.
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Carried to Victory
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 37.

Super Race

1. A triathlon is a race with three different parts: swimming,
cycling, and running. There is also a contest called a decathlon
that has ten parts! Make up your own decathlon by listing
seven more events.

A Banner Idea

2. You watched Team Hoyt compete in many races. Later this
year, the Hoyts will be visiting your school. When they arrive,
they will see a huge banner in their honor. What will it say? 

Quick Response

3. You’ve just snapped a photo of the Hoyts as they cross the
finish line. You ask Dick Hoyt how he feels. Write a caption
for your photo. Include a quote from Mr. Hoyt. 
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Name

To the Point
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Thanks, Coach

1. How has coach Peter Westbrook helped Akhi Spencer-El?
Write at least one thing Westbrook has done.

Akhi Spencer-El’s Wish

2. Akhi Spencer-El wants to make fencing more popular. What’s
one thing he might do? Write at least two sentences telling
your idea.

The Coolest Sport in Town

3. Akhi Spencer-El and his teammates think fencing is the
coolest sport they’ve ever played. What’s the coolest sport
you’ve ever played? List two reasons why you feel that way.

Use with page 38.
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To the Point
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 38.

Thanks, Coach

1. Akhi Spencer-El gives a lot of credit to his coach, Peter
Westbrook. In what ways do you think Westbrook helped
Spencer-El? Write at least three sentences.

Akhi Spencer-El’s Wish

2. Akhi Spencer-El wants to make fencing a major sport. If you
were his advisor, what would you tell him to do? Write at
least three sentences telling how Spencer-El might get more
people interested in fencing. 

The Coolest Sport in Town

3. Akhi Spencer-El and his teammates love fencing. They think
fencing is the coolest sport out of any that they’ve played.
What’s the coolest sport you’ve ever played? List three to four
reasons why you feel that way.
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Lighting the Torch
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Two Flags

1. Cathy Freeman carried both the Aboriginal and the
Australian flags. Why did she do that? Write two sentences
telling her reasons. 

On the Big Screen

2. Imagine a movie about Cathy Freeman. It would tell about
her struggles and successes. Write two possible titles for 
the movie.

Let’s Go, Freeman!

3. It’s the 2000 Olympics. You’re in the stands cheering for
Cathy Freeman! Write two short cheers you might yell.

Use with page 39.
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Lighting the Torch
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 39.

Two Flags

1. Cathy Freeman has just won her first international
championship. She is carrying both the Aboriginal and the
Australian flags. News reporters want to know why she carries
both flags. What do you think she might say? Write three or
four sentences.

How Does It Feel?

2. Cathy Freeman has just won the Olympic gold medal! As
soon as she catches her breath, she speaks to the crowd of
reporters. What do you think she says? Write at least three
sentences. 

Let’s Go, Freeman!

3. At the 2000 Olympics, the crowd is cheering for Cathy
Freeman to win the gold. Some people create chants and the
whole crowd joins in. Make up your own chant for Freeman.
Write at least four lines.

Name READ 180 Topic Software
QuickWrites 4.4

LEVELS 3–4

READ180 Topic Software • Lighting the Torch246

Resource Links

Teaching Resources: p. 246

SAM Keyword: Torch



Name

Bright Lights of Vegas
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Bright Lights, Big Money

1. Why do you think it’s so hard for people to resist a casino?
Is it the bright lights? The sounds? The hope of winning big
bucks? Write at least two sentences.

Winners and Losers

2. You are designing a poster to teach people about the risks 
of gambling. What will you say? Write two sentences about
why gambling can be dangerous.

High-Stakes Vote

3. The people of your state are going to vote on casino gambling.
Do you think gambling should be allowed? Tell how you’ll
vote. Then give at least two reasons for your ideas.

Use with page 42.
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Bright Lights of Vegas
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 42.

Bright Lights, Big Money

1. A casino is like a magnet. People are drawn to it. What do
you think is the big attraction? The bright lights? The exciting
sounds? The promise of winning big bucks? Write three or
four sentences.

Know the Facts

2. Suppose someone you know is gambling too much—and
losing too much! You want him or her to know some hard
facts about gambling. What will you say? Write at least 
three sentences.

Tell It Like It Is

3. Your state is holding a vote on gambling. Some people want
it. Others don’t. Which side are you on? Write a short speech
to persuade others about your opinion. Write at least four
sentences.
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Wall Street
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Highs and Lows

1. You’ve bought stock for the first time. How will you 
know if you’re making or losing money? Explain your ideas
in one or two sentences.

It’s a Blazt!

2. “Orange Blazt” is a new soft drink. It needs a really good ad!
Write one or two catchy lines about “Orange Blazt” that
people will remember. 

Taking Stock

3. Investing in stocks is serious business. You can make or lose a
lot of money. Would you risk your money like that? Tell why
or why not. Write one or two sentences.

Use with page 43.
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Wall Street
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 43.

Tricky Business

1. You’ve studied and researched a new brand of fruit juice, and
it looks like a good investment. Then, the weather affects the
price of your stock. Explain what happened. Write at least
three sentences.

Radio Blazt!

2. The makers of the new soft drink “Orange Blazt” are hoping
to boost its sales. The company wants your expert help. 
Write a radio ad for this delicious new drink.

Taking Stock

3. You inherit some money. You plan to put it in the bank,
when a friend tells you that you can make more money
investing it in the stock market. What will you do? Write
three or four sentences. 
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Home Is Where the Oil Is
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Fifteen Billion Goes a Long Way!

1. Prince Jefri caused a lot of trouble in Brunei. He spent 
15 billion dollars! If you had that much money, what would
you do with it? List the first five things you might buy.

Shopping Spree

2. The sultan of Brunei bought everything in a fancy London
store. Then he sent all of it back to the people of Brunei as a
holiday gift. If you could have a shopping spree like that,
who would be at the top of your gift list? Give at least two
reasons for your choice. 

Happy Birthday to You!

3. Imagine that the sultan has offered to do something special
for you. He’ll pay for you to take the trip of your dreams. 
Where would you go? What you would do? Write two or
three sentences.

Use with page 44.
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Home Is Where the Oil Is
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 44.

Breaking the Bank

1. How could Prince Jefri have wasted 15 billion dollars 
so easily? He bought fancy furniture and Italian marble. 
What else could he have bought? List at least seven items. 

Shopping Spree

2. The sultan of Brunei bought everything in an expensive
department store in London. Then he sent all of it back to
the people of Brunei as a holiday gift. If you could have a
shopping spree like that, who would be at the top of your 
gift list? List three people. Then write a sentence giving a
reason for each choice.

Happy Birthday to You!

3. Sadly, the sultan can’t come to your next birthday party. 
But he has offered to buy you a dream trip instead. You can
go anywhere you want! Write a short paragraph describing
where you would go and what you would do. 
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Diving for Treasure
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Rags to Riches

1. Your dream is to find priceless, sunken treasure. Then you’ll
be a millionaire! What tools will you need? Write two
sentences. 

Help Wanted

2. Your job is to find sunken treasures. You need to hire a
treasure hunter for your crew. Create a want ad for the job.
Describe the type of person you’re looking for. Write one 
or two sentences.

Finders Keepers

3. The law says that treasure hunters can keep whatever they
find in international waters. Do you agree with this law? 
Give your opinion. Write at least two sentences.

      

Use with page 45.
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Name

Diving for Treasure
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 45.

Treasure Hunt

1. Mel Fisher has found the legendary Atocha. Imagine you are
right there with him. Tell about the incredible treasures he
finds. Make a list of six amazing things.

Job Post

2. You’re looking for a job. A treasure hunter is hiring a search
crew. Wow, that’s not your everyday job! Email the treasure
hunter and tell him why you would make a good crew
member. Write three to four sentences.

Photo Op

3. You work at the local newspaper. You’ve been asked to select
three photos for an article about deep-sea treasure hunters.
Describe the photos that you choose. Write a caption for
each photo.
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The Driving Dilemma
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Drivers’ Rights

1. Some states have passed new teen driving laws. Do you think
it’s fair to put limits on teen driving? Why or why not? Write
at least two sentences.

Key Pledge

2. You want the car keys. Your parents are worried about your
driving. You decide to write them a pledge or promise. Tell
what you’ll do to be a safe driver. Write two sentences.

I Think Teen Driving Laws . . .

3. You are writing an article for your school paper. You want to
let people know how you feel about the new teen driving
laws. Write a headline and the first sentence for an article.

 

Use with page 48.
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The Driving Dilemma
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 48.

Drivers’ Rights

1. Should the government limit teen driving? Or should teens
have full driving rights as soon as they pass the road test?
Write your opinion. Give at least two reasons to support it. 

Key Pledge

2. You want the car keys, but your parents are worried. You
decide to write a pledge. This is your promise to do your best
to drive safely. What do you tell them in your pledge? Write
at least three sentences. 

Reckless Driving

3. You see someone drinking beer at a party. Now he or she
plans to get behind the wheel and drive some of your friends
home. What can you do or say to keep this person from
driving? Write two or three sentences.
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Coming to America
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Land of Opportunity

1. The United States limits immigration. Do you think this is
right or wrong? Write what you think. Then give at least two
reasons for your ideas. 

Refugee Worries

2. A group of refugees is on its way to the United States. They
hope to find a better life here. Still, many of them are
worried. What might they be worried about? Write at least
two sentences.

Becoming American

3. Many people want to become American citizens. Why do 
you think so? Write two reasons.

 

Use with page 49.
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Coming to America
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 49.

Land of Opportunity

1. You and a friend are discussing whether immigration to the
United States should be restricted or not. What’s your point
of view? Write at least two reasons why you feel the way you
do about this issue. 

Refugee Worries

2. A group of refugees is coming to the U.S. The refugees 
are discussing their fears and worries. What are some things
they may be nervous about? Write about two of their 
biggest concerns.

Why America?

3. A reporter is interviewing a couple that has recently
immigrated to the United States. The reporter wants to know
why they chose to come to America. What might they say?
Write at least three reasons they might give. 
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Name

What’s in a Name?
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Final Say

1. Some Native Americans want a baseball team called the
“Indians” to change its name. The team says “no.” Who
should have the final say? Write at least two sentences.

Find a New Name!

2. A group of Native Americans is marching on city hall. They
don’t like to see Native American names and images used by
sports teams. Some of the marchers are holding signs. What
might the signs say? Give at least two examples.

Opinion Poll

3. A sports team with a Native American name wants to know
people’s opinions. Should they change their name? The team
is asking people to email what they think. Write a short email
message to the team’s manager.

 

Use with page 50.
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What’s in a Name?
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 50.

Final Say

1. Some Native Americans have asked that a sports team change
its Native American name and logo. A judge has ruled that
the team can make the final decision. Do you agree or
disagree with this ruling? Explain your answer in three or 
four sentences.

Find a New Name!

2. There is a rally at city hall against the use of Native American
names and logos in sports. A Native American activist is
speaking at the rally. What major points do you think she’ll
make in her speech? Write at least three sentences. 

Opinion Poll

3. A nearby school team has a Native American name and
mascot. There’s a debate about whether the name and mascot
should be changed. Send an email to the school’s principal.
Write a short paragraph telling your opinion. Give at least
two reasons for your ideas. 
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Should Animals 
Have Rights?
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Squeak Up!

1. What if animals could speak? What would a lab rat tell you
about its life? Write at least one sentence about life in the lab
from the rat’s point of view.

Seeing It Both Ways

2. Is animal testing right or wrong? First, write one sentence
telling why it’s right. Then write one sentence telling why 
it’s wrong.

Monkey Business

3. A lab is doing research on monkeys to help find a cure for
AIDS. Some people are against using animals in experiments.
They are outside the lab carrying signs. What might these
people say to reporters? Write at least two sentences.

 

Use with page 51.
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Should Animals 
Have Rights?
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 51.

Squeak Up!

1. What if animals could speak up on the subject of animal
rights? Write three or four sentences from a lab rat’s point 
of view. 

Tough Love

2. Can you love animals and still believe in using them for
research? Write your opinion. Support it with two or 
three reasons.

Monkey Talk

3. An animal rights activist meets a lab researcher at a party.
They get into a discussion. Read how it starts below. Then
add four more lines. 

Researcher: “I’m trying to find a cure for AIDs.”

Activist: “But you’re torturing animals.”
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Blue Man Group
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Play With Your Food

1. The Blue Man Group makes music in many ways. One way 
is by chewing on crunchy cereal! What else could they use 
to make music? Write a list of three foods. 

So You Want to Be Blue!

2. The Blue Man Group is hiring performers. Write a short, 
two-line want ad. Describe the perfect Blue Man or Blue
Woman. 

Blue Man Interview

3. You’re a magazine writer. You want to know more about the
Blue Man Group. What would you ask a Blue Man or Blue
Woman? Write two questions. 

 

Use with page 54.
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Blue Man Group
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 54.

Play With Your Food

1. One way that the Blue Man Group makes music is by
chewing crunchy food. What else could they do with food 
in their show? Think of at least three other ideas. Write a
sentence to explain each idea. 

I’d Be Great Blue!

2. The Blue Man Group is hiring performers. Go ahead—answer
their ad. Tell the group why you’d be a good Blue Man or
Woman. Include at least three things that you would do in 
a show.

The Best and the Worst

3. Think about what it would be like to be a member of the
Blue Man Group. What would be the best thing about it?
What would be the worst? Set up two columns with the
headings Best and Worst. List three ideas under each heading.
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Slammin’ Poets
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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You Be the Judge

1. You’re a judge at a poetry slam. Explain what it takes to get
a perfect score from you! List three things. 

Take Your Pick

2. You have a choice. You can be in the poetry slam or you can
be in the audience. Which will it be? Explain your choice.
Write at least two sentences.

Poet or Poem?

3. What’s more important: the poem or the performance? 
Give your opinion. Then tell why you think that. Write at
least two sentences. 
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Slammin’ Poets
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 55. 

Slam or Soccer?

1. A poetry slam is being held in your town this weekend.
There’s also a big soccer game. Some of your friends are in
the poetry slam. Others are playing soccer. Which will you 
go to? Pick one to attend. Then write at least three reasons for
your choice.

Take Your Pick

2. You have a choice. You can perform in the poetry slam, or
you can watch it from the audience. Which will you do?
Write three or four sentences.

Poet or Poem?

3. After watching the contestants perform, a friend asks you this
question: “Which do you think is more important, the poem 
or the performance?” Explain your opinion. Write at least
four sentences.
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More Than Hot Air
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Cutting-Edge Glass

1. You’ve just visited Dale Chihuly’s studio. A friend asks you 
to describe his glass sculptures. Write at least three words to
describe them.

What’s in a Name?

2. Suppose you’re working with Dale Chihuly. He tells you 
to pick your favorite piece of glass and name it. Describe the
one you pick. Give it a name. Then tell why you chose it.
Write at least two sentences.

Chihuly’s Classes

3. Dale Chihuly’s studio is now open to teens. Do you want 
to learn glassblowing? Why or why not? Write at least 
two sentences.

 

Use with page 56.

READ 180 Topic Software
QuickWrites 7.3

LEVELS 1–2

READ180 Topic Software • More Than Hot Air 267

Resource Links

Teaching Resources: p. 267

SAM Keyword: Hot Air



C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 S
ch

ol
as

tic
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

More Than Hot Air
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 56.

The Greatest Show on Earth!

1. There will be an exhibit of Dale Chihuly’s glass sculptures at
a local art museum. To attract people’s attention, the show
needs a catchy title. Write a title for the show. Then write a
brief ad. 

The Wild Side of Glass

2. Suppose you’re taking photos of one of Chihuly’s artworks
for a poster. Which sculpture would you want to photograph?
Why? Write at least three sentences.  

Chihuly’s Classes

3. You just learned that Dale Chihuly’s studio is open to local
teens. Would you want to take classes there? Why or why
not? Give your reasons. Write at least three sentences.  
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Selena!
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Making Headlines

1. Selena was very popular. Her music was a huge success. By the
age of 23, she had won many awards. As a result, she was often
in the news. Write one headline about an important event in
her life.

Why in the World?

2. Selena was shot by a woman who was a close friend. She was
also the head of Selena’s fan club. What might have been the
reason behind this horrible act? Tell what you think in two
sentences.

 

This Song Is for You!

3. What would be a good song to perform in memory of
Selena? You can choose a real song, or make one up. Give 
the title and the first line of the song.

Use with page 57.
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Selena!
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 57.

Crazy for Selena

1. Selena’s fans loved her. Was it just because they liked her
singing voice? Tell why you think fans go wild for some
performers more than others. Write two or three sentences.

What Would You Say?

2. The woman who shot Selena was her best friend and the head
of Selena’s fan club. If you could speak to this woman, what
would you say to her? Write two or three sentences.

Memorial Song

3. When Selena was killed, her family and fans were shocked
and heartbroken. Think of a song to play in Selena’s memory.
Explain in at least three sentences why you chose this song  
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Bloodsuckers
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Are You Game?

1. Suppose you get hurt. Your doctor says maggots can help.
Would you be willing to try them? Why or why not? Write 
at least two sentences.

Gross Medicine

2. Your friend says maggots and leeches are gross. You agree. 
But you know they can be really helpful, too. Tell your friend
what these gross creatures can do. Write one sentence about
maggots and one sentence about leeches.

Bloodsuckers, Inc.

3. You are starting a new business. It will supply maggots and
leeches to doctors and hospitals. Think of two or three good
names for your company.

 

Use with page 60.
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Bloodsuckers
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 60.

Maggot Medicine 

1. You have a bad wound. Your doctor suggests maggots to
speed the healing. You’re terrified! What might the doctor say
to convince you to give it a try? Write at least three sentences. 

Give It a Try!

2. You’re a doctor. Your patient is a man with a reattached
finger. You think leeches could really help him heal. He wants
to know more. Explain the procedure and tell why it will help
him. Write at least three sentences.

Our Maggots Work!

3. A maggot and leech supply company is planning to run a
radio ad for its products. What might the ad say? Think of an
idea that will get doctors and hospitals to buy these unusual
medical products. Write at least three sentences.
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Dying to Win
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Reach Out

1. You found out that your friend is using steroids. You want to
tell him or her how dangerous steroids are. Write a brief note
to your friend.

Getting Fit 

2. Taking steroids is bad for you. It’s good that there are plenty
of healthy things you can do to become a better athlete.
What are some of these things? Make a poster for your
school. Write at least three sentences.

Drugs Are Bad News

3. Name one athlete whose life has been affected by taking
drugs. Tell what happened to him or her. Write two
sentences.

 

Use with page 61.
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Dying to Win
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 61.

Reach Out

1. What if you found out that your friend is using steroids.
You’re not sure if she knows about the horrible side effects.
You decide to talk to her. What will you say? Write three or
four sentences.  

Dangerous Shortcut

2. Steroids are a dangerous shortcut to becoming a better
athlete. If you want to be bigger and stronger, what are some
healthy things you might try? List at least four things. 

Drugs Are Bad News

3. Name one athlete in the news who has abused drugs. Explain
what happened to him or her. Write three or four sentences.
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Replacement Parts
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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How Things Work

1. You’re a doctor. You are telling a burn victim about how
artificial skin works. What do you say? Write two sentences.

Man-Made Brain?

2. What if doctors could make a replacement for the human
brain? Do you think this will ever happen? Do you think it’s
a good idea? Tell your opinion. Write two or three sentences.

What’s Next?

3. Coral can replace human bone. Cows’ blood cells can 
make artificial blood for humans. What’s next? Use your
imagination. Write one way doctors could replace our
stomachs, hair, or nails!

 

Use with page 62.
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Replacement Parts
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 62.

Good News

1. The hospital newsletter is coming out. There’s good news to
share about new replacement parts. Write two front-page
headlines and the first line of each article. 

Miracle Parts

2. Coral, artificial skin, and artificial blood are three types of
replacement parts that work wonders for sick people. If you
ran a small hospital and you could only afford to use one of
these products, which would you choose and why? Write at
least three sentences explaining your choice.

Advancing in Leaps and Bounds

3. Medical science keeps advancing. What medical discovery or
cure would you like to see happen soon? Tell about it in two
or three sentences.
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It Takes Nerves
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 S
ch

ol
as

tic
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

Quick Thinking

1. John Wayne Thompson is a real fighter. What about him
impresses you the most? Write at least two sentences.

Coming Out of Surgery

2. When John Wayne Thompson woke up from surgery, his
arms were reattached! What do you think he was thinking
and feeling at that moment? Write one or two sentences.

Local News Report

3. You’re a local TV reporter. You’re covering the story of John
Wayne Thompson’s surgery. After the surgery, you talk to the
doctors. What do you ask them? Write at least two questions.

 

Use with page 63.
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It Takes Nerves
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 63.

A Real Fighter

1. John Wayne Thompson had a terrible accident. But his quick
thinking and his bravery helped him survive. List three smart
things he did after his accident.

Coming Out of Surgery

2. Imagine how John Wayne Thompson felt when he woke up
from surgery to find his arms reattached! What might he have
been thinking and feeling? Write two or three thoughts from
Thompson’s point of view.

Local News Report

3. You’re a TV news reporter and you’re covering John Wayne
Thompson’s accident. He’s not available for interviews while
he’s in the hospital, but you manage to find the doctors who
reattached his arms. Write down four questions that you
really want to ask.
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A City Divided
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Dear Family . . .

1. You live on the west side of the Berlin Wall. Your family is
trapped on the east side. How do you feel about this? Write
the first few sentences of a letter to your family. 

The Great Escape

2. You’ve lived in East Berlin for several years. Now you have a
chance to escape to West Berlin with a friend. Will you risk
it? Why or why not? Write at least two sentences.

A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words

3. A photographer took a picture of the Berlin Wall going up in
1961. She also took a picture of the wall coming down in
1989. She plans to put the two pictures together. Write one
caption for both photos.  

 

Use with page 66.
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A City Divided
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 66.

Dear Family . . .

1. When the Berlin Wall went up, families were suddenly
divided. Imagine you’re on the east side. Your family is free
on the west side. There is no email. There are no cell phones.
You can only write a short letter to your family. What do you
tell them? Write three or four sentences.

The Great Escape

2. You live on the east side of the Wall. Your friends live on the
west side. They want you to escape and join them.
Unfortunately, they don’t really understand how dangerous
and difficult it is to escape! What will you do? Write three or
four sentences telling your decision. 

A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words

3. A photographer has two amazing photographs to submit 
to a contest. One is of the Berlin Wall when it went up in
1961. The other is of the Wall coming down in 1989. 
Write a caption of three or four sentences to go with these
two photos. 
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Face-Off in China
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 S
ch

ol
as

tic
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

Banners in the Square

1. Marchers gather in Tiananmen Square. They are carrying
banners. They are hopeful that things in China might 
change. Imagine what one of the banners might say. Write 
its message.

Now, Read This!

2. The Chinese government orders its army to attack the
peaceful protestors! The world is shocked when students,
farmers, and workers are shot down or jailed! Write a news
headline that will catch national attention. 

Freedom Fighters

3. The march on Tiananmen Square was led by students.
Suppose you meet one of those students. What would you
ask about the events of June 3, 1989? Write two questions. 

 

Use with page 67.

READ 180 Topic Software
QuickWrites 9.2

LEVELS 1–2

READ180 Topic Software • Face-Off in China 281

Resource Links

Teaching Resources: p. 281

SAM Keyword: China



C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 S
ch

ol
as

tic
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

Face-Off in China
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 67.

We Want Change!

1. The student-led demonstration in 1989 was the largest China
had ever seen. Marchers peacefully occupied Tiananmen
Square for weeks. When the government sent troops, the
marchers stood firm. Many lost their lives for expressing their
opinions. What did the marchers want? Write at least three
sentences explaining their goals.

Nightmare in China

2. Imagine being part of the demonstration in Tiananmen
Square. When suddenly, the peaceful demonstration turns
into a nightmare! Describe in three sentences what is
happening.

Freedom Fighters

3. Suppose someone who had protested at Tiananmen Square
came to talk at your school. What would you ask about the
events leading up to, and including, June 3, 1989? Write at
least four questions.
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Evita
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.
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Split Decision

1. People loved Evita. People also hated her. Write one reason
she was loved. Then, write one reason she was hated.

Casting Call

2. Musicals and movies have been made about Evita. Suppose
you were making a movie about her. What actress would 
you choose to play Evita? Write one sentence explaining 
your choice. 

First Lady Power

3. Evita was the first lady of Argentina. She had a lot of power.
How much power do you think the wife of a president should
have? What should the first lady’s role be? Give your opinion.
Write two or three sentences.

 

Use with page 68.
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Evita
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 68.

Personal Opinions

1. Suppose you lived in Argentina when Evita was first lady.
Some people you know love her. Others hate her. How do
you feel about Evita? Give your opinion. Then write two
reasons to support it.

A Star

2. Eva Perón, or “Evita” as she was lovingly known, has been
the inspiration for many books, musicals, and movies. Why
do you think people find her so fascinating? Write a short
paragraph.

First Lady Power

3. Evita was the first lady of Argentina. Does that make her
partly responsible for the president’s decisions? Give your
opinion. Write three or four sentences explaining your
reasons for it.
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READ180 Topic Software • September 11, 2001 285

September 11, 2001
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Use with page 69.

Giving From the Heart

1. After the tragedy of September 11, 2001, people helped in
many ways. Children from around the world drew pictures
and wrote letters to the people of New York City. How do
you think these pictures and letters helped many New
Yorkers? Write two sentences. 

News Flash

2. You’re a television news reporter. You’ve just learned about
the attacks on the World Trade Center. Your job is to tell
everyone about it. Write a one- or two-sentence news flash.

Never Forgotten

3. Most people can’t forget September 11, 2001. Where were
you when you first heard about the attacks on the World
Trade Center? What were you doing? Write at least two
sentences.
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September 11, 2001
Here are some writing assignments to do while you’re
working on this segment. Do them on three different days.
Write your answers on the back of this sheet or on a
separate piece of paper.

Giving From the Heart

1. After the tragedy of September 11, 2001, people helped in
many ways. Children from around the world drew pictures
and wrote letters. These were put up all over the city. Do you
think pictures and letters can help at a time like this? Why or
why not? Write at least three sentences telling your opinion. DATE

News Flash

2. You’re a television news reporter. It’s September 11, 2001,
and the twin towers have just collapsed. Write a short news
flash to report the tragedy.DATE

Never Forgotten

3. Most people will never forget September 11, 2001. What were
you doing when you heard the news? What do you remember
most about that day? Write a paragraph.

DATE 
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