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Read Across America March is Reading Month!

Teacher Guide

During March is Reading Month, plan activities that will motivate students to read while having fun in the process. 
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1. National Read Across America Day
Wear red, white and blue today or dress like your favorite Dr. Seuss character.  Celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday by choosing any of the 100’s of activities on the following link. Students may bring Dr. Seuss books to school to share/read on this day. Check out the NEA website for many many ideas of what you could do to celebrate this day. http://www.nea.org/readacross/index.html http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://classroom.jc-schools.net/seuss/sam.gif&imgrefurl=http://classroom.jc-schools.net/seuss/&h=371&w=340&sz=15&hl=en&start=15&um=1&tbnid=70qJc6gwcFe_XM:&tbnh=122&tbnw=112&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dread%2Bacross%2Bamerica%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4DKUS_enUS242US243%26sa%3DN
2. Road Trip-Oh, the Places You’ll Go!  
Take your class to another room for shared reading time. Upper elementary classrooms can partner with lower elementary classrooms for this 20 minute long activity. The older students read picture books from their classrooms or home to their younger buddies and younger students do the same. 
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3. Where in the World is my Teacher? 
Teachers switch places with another teacher. Guest teachers can read aloud a book of their choice that takes place in a specific geographic location or has an unusual setting. 
4. DEAR Day  
Surprise your students sometime during the morning by telling them to DROP EVERYTHING AND READ! You may want to explain this concept to them ahead of time if they are unfamiliar with it. 

5.  She’ll be Comin’ Round the Mountain with Some Songs

Print off copies of lyrics to children’s songs or popular songs appropriate for school. Have students practice fluency using these songs. Your first stop to help prepare for this activity is  Shari Edwards’ amazing Top Teaching post, Using Music to Improve Reading Fluency. 
[image: image4.wmf]6.  Mush! Field Trip to Alaska for the Iditarod
The 2013 Iditarod starts Saturday, March 2. Create a theme day around this race or other winter activities. 
The Iditarod Education Portal presented by Exxon Mobil has educational ideas and lessons to use all across your curriculum, many aligned to CCSS. The IditaRead™ portion of the site offers several literacy ideas shared by teachers from around the country. 
You can also download a non-fiction sheet from Scholastic Printables that focuses on comprehension and following directions. 

7.  State Pride Day 
[image: image5.wmf]Students wear something (imprinted with words) that says you are proud to be from your state.  This might include a shirt or hat with the name of a city in your state or gear from a pro or college athletic team.  
Extra ideas: 

· Read a story/legend from your state
· Using a state map, mark all the spots represented by your student’s state wear.
8.  Camp Out! 
[image: image6.wmf]There are over 15,000 campgrounds in the United States, but many students have never experienced a night in the wilderness. Visit Camping-USA.com to find the nearest campground and national park to your school. Brainstorm a list of what you would need for a weekend camping trip

Students can bring their favorite books, sleeping bags/blankets and flashlights to campout in the classroom or library for their independent reading time. My students love to use furniture to build their “tents.” Whole grade levels or buddy grades may want to get together for group campouts.
9.  WOW Day! Wonderful World of Words 
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Students select one extraordinary word they would like to use in their writing and add to their speaking vocabulary. The word should be written on an index card, along with the meaning, and brought to school to share with the class. To extend this further in the classroom, some ideas include:

· Have students sort the words by parts of speech, prefixes, etc. 
· Create a word wall

· Post all the words and have students try to make sentences or stories out of them.

· Have students try guessing what the words mean

· Play a hangman or matching game with the words.
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10. Field Trip to Disney World

Students wear Disney gear and bring their favorite fairy tales to read. Teachers can create an anchor chart/story map that includes popular elements of fairy tales, including mystical settings, villains, and of course, a happy ending.
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11.  St. Patrick’s Day

 Wear green because everyone is Irish for St. Patrick’s Day. Read aloud a book about St. Patrick’s Day.
12.  Wacky Wednesday!  

Read the book Wacky Wednesday by Dr. Seuss aloud to your class and invite your students to bring in children’s joke or riddle books for independent reading.  Students can share their favorite joke with a partner or the class. This is also a fun day to invite students to dress “wacky.”  We always make sure students understand “wacky” attire must be school appropriate.
13. Readers Make Stupendous Leaders 
Students can dress to represent a career they would like to have when they are older. Book selections for the day might include non-fiction reads about various career options,
14. Blackout Day: 

[image: image10.wmf]Challenge your students to go one whole day without any electronic entertainment. Create a list of all the activities you can do instead of plugging into the television, computer or video games. Students can dress in all black attire on this theme day. 
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15. Hats Off to America

Students wear a hat with words on it. Books read this day include those with an American theme. A couple of my students’ favorites include: 

16. Do You Like Green Eggs and Ham Great American Cook-off
Use this day to explore the reading involved in preparing a simple recipe. Cooking combines reading and math and oftentimes involves a chemical reaction during cooking. This would be a great day to have parent helpers come in to help small groups make a simple recipe like muffins.
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17. Climb the Great American Poetree  
Poetry is the focus on this day. Students bring in their favorite poem copied onto the leaf paper. Poems can be shared in the classroom then get added to a bare tree trunk. Students could also write original poems in class and add them to the “poetree.”
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18. Knock Your Sox off Day

Read Fox with Sox by Dr. Suess. Students wear crazy socks to school today. Teachers in the Boston and Chicago areas could easily fit a baseball-themed day into this one.
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19. Field Trip-Hawaii!  
Take your students to Hawaii for a reading beach party! Students may bring in some of their favorite books for a reading party. They may also wear appropriate warm-weather gear and bring in a beach towel to lay on to read.  
