
 

 

2013-2014 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Smith’s 

Monstergarten 

Handbook 



Welcome to 

Monstergarten! 
I am so excited to have your child in my class this year!  This is your 

child’s first year on their path to academic success and it is my 

privilege to part of this important year.  You, and your child, may 

have been approaching this day with excitement or anxiety 

(probably both) and now this milestone has finally arrived.  This 

handbook was written to help you understand what this year may 

bring for you and your child.  Please read over it carefully and keep 

it for reference later in the year. 

My main objective for this year is to help your child become a 

lifelong learner, build and maintain their self-esteem and create a 

solid foundation for future learning by allowing them to be creative 

and productive participants in their education.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lyle Creek Mission Statement 

Teach, Learn, and Lead for the Future 

Lyle Creek Elementary School’s Standards 

1. Follow directions.  
2. Respect yourself, others, and school property.  
3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.  
4. Be prepared for class.  
5. Move quietly and safely at all times. 

Parent/Teacher Communication 

I will be in contact with you frequently throughout the school year.  

You will be informed about what is going on in our class through 

classroom newsletters, updates on our classroom webpage, emails, 

notes, phone calls, Tuesday Folders, and Parent/Teacher 

Conferences and my Scholastic Blog.  We will have 1 Parent/Teacher 

Conference this year, which will be in the fall.  We may also have a 

Parent/Teacher Conference in the Spring if you or I feel like one is 

needed.  We can also have a conference anytime that you feel like we 

should meet.  Our communication is vital to the success of your 

student’s Kindergarten year so please read all communication that 

comes home from school and respond to those where responses are 

requested.   My promise to you is that I will also read all 

communication that you send and will respond to those where it is 

needed. 

 

 

 

 



Scholastic 

I have been very fortunate in the last year.  In April of this year I was 

honored to be a Teacher Advisor for their Book Club (now called 

Reading Club).  This has provided me with a lot of contacts that I 

hope will allow me to provide some unique experiences to my class 

this year!  Since then, I have have fortunate enough to be a 

Scholastic Top Teacher for this school year as well.  This means that 

I will be writing a weekly blog about our classroom for Scholastic 

this year.  My blog will be posted on Mondays at 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/teaching-ideas.  There is a 

special permission form that I need you to sign so that I can feature 

your child in my blog throughout the year.  I hope that you will 

check out the blog each Monday morning and feel free to share it 

with others!   

Home Visits 

I will be making home visits to everyone’s house by October 1st (that 

is my goal at least!).  When you get the note about these visits, 

please return it as soon as possible because I would like to visit 

everyone when it’s most convenient for them.  I will fill the home 

visit times on a first come first serve basis.  These visits will be very 

low key and is nothing to stress over.  These visits will let your 

student see that we are working together as a team this year.  

Perfection 

I am going to admit it right here in writing…I have not mastered 

perfection in any area of my life.  You will find mistakes in notes 

(there may even be a mistake in this handbook) but I do proofread 

what I type.  Please over-look any errors that you may find.  If one of 

my mistakes makes something unclear PLEASE ask and I will clarify! 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/teaching-ideas


Money 

It will necessary to send money to school for field trips, snacks, 

lunch, book orders or other events from time to time.  When sending 

money to school, please make sure that you place the money in an 

envelope with the child’s name, the amount of money, and the 

purpose of the money on the outside of the envelope.  Please seal the 

envelope and place it your students M.O.N.S.T.E.R. notebook.  This is 

very important to help me keep track of all the money that comes 

into the classroom! 

Drop-off 

Each child needs to become as independent with the morning 

routine as quickly as possible.  Your child will have a morning 

routine and expectations of what needs to be completed upon their 

arrival.  Feel free to walk your student to the classroom door the 

first few days of the school year but my expectation is that all 

students will be entering the building by themselves by September 

4, 2013.  Please promote and support this expectation so that your 

student understands they are capable of completing their 

assignments.  You will be very informed about the events of Room 

406 this year and are invited to visit throughout the year, but 

creating independent students is the first step to having a successful 

year.  

Family Projects 

On occasion, your student will be bringing home a family project.  

Each project will have a due date that it needs to be brought back to 

school.  Your student should be completing these assignments with 

help from the family. 

 



School Attendance 

Students may arrive to school beginning at 7:10.  Our instructional 

day runs from 7:30 – 2:30.  Your student’s attendance at school 

needs to be consistent and prompt.  Most of days will be filled with 

explicit and hands-on instruction or small group activities and 

therefore it will be very difficult for them to make up missed work at 

home.  Having said that, I am fully aware that students get sick and 

family situations arise.  I will do everything that I can to make your 

student’s return from an absence as smooth as possible.  Please 

either call or email me if your child is going to be absent and send a 

note on the day that your child returns to school for record keeping 

purposes. 

Substitute Teachers 

I try to be here every day but just like things will arise in your 

family, things arise in mine as well.  I can go ahead and let you know 

that I have an annual training scheduled for Friday, September 13th 

and I will be out of town September 14 – 21 at a Family Reunion 

Week.  I  seriously debated attending this week because I realize 

that it is right after school started but we have experienced some 

deaths in our family recently and I feel like I need to be in 

attendance.  I already have a substitute teacher lined up and she is 

amazing.  The students will probably be sad when I return because 

that means she will not be here!   If you ever have an issue with a 

substitute teacher you can contact me via email or contact the office 

but I only trust a small few subs with my students and I’ve never had 

an issue with any of them! 

 

 

 



Breakfast 

The school cafeteria serves breakfast each morning.  If you would 

like for your child to eat breakfast at school and they are a car rider, 

please have them at school earlier than 7:15 so that they have 

enough time to eat and still get to class on time. 

Snacks 

Your student will need to bring a snack to school each day.  My one 

request about your child’s snack is that you please send loose items 

(Fruit Loops, packs of gummies, carrot sticks, apple slices, etc…) as 

we will be working on literacy and math skills while we enjoy our 

daily morning snack.    

Book Bags 

Students will need a book bag each day at school.  They will unpack 

their book bag as part of their morning routine and will store it in 

their cubby during the academic day.  It is your job to check your 

student’s book bag each evening.  This will help keep it clean and it 

will help you stay up to date with any and all information about our 

classroom and Lyle Creek as a school. 

Apps 

If you have a smart phone I would like for you to download the free 

app called Aurasma.  We will be using this year in our classroom.  

When I give something an “aura” and you look at with Aurasma it 

will pull up a little video to describe what you are looking at.  This is 

my first year using it but I’m really excited about the possibilities. 

 

 



Lunch 

Our lunch time is scheduled for 11:10 – 11:40.  Your student will 

have two options for lunch each day.  The first is for your student to 

bring their lunch to school.  The second option is for your child to 

purchase a hot lunch from our school cafeteria.  Please keep all 

lunch balances paid in full.  This can be done by sending money to 

school or by paying online.  

Please feel free to come and enjoy lunch with your student.  I would 

appreciate it if you would meet us at the lunchroom.  I am also 

requesting that you wait for 4 weeks before coming to school to 

enjoy lunch with your student.  This allows your student to create 

independence at school and become comfortable with our daily 

routines. 

Each student will receive an application for Free or Reduced Lunch.  

The school is asking that all families please fill this form out and 

return it.  This helps our school with funding.  

Book Orders 

Several times through the year you will receive a Scholastic Catalog 

for their Reading Clubs.  These are completely optional but all 

orders do help build our classroom library!  These catalogs are a 

great place to purchase affordable books for your child to have at 

home.  Directions will be sent home with each book order.  Even if 

you don’t order, take a minute and look through them with your 

child.  You may be surprised at what facts/conversations will be 

started by looking at the book cover of a book that we’ve read in 

class. 

 

 



Homework 

Your student’s will not receive “homework” for the first half of the 

school year, except for their reading log.  Please read with your 

student 15 minutes each night.  At some point after Winter Break 

(probably a lot closer to after Spring Break) you may begin seeing 

some simple assignments come home.  Your student should be able 

to complete any homework independently.  If your student is 

struggling with these assignments, please let me know as soon as 

possible so that we can deal with those issues.  The intention of 

homework is just to practice what we learned at school.   

Baggie Books 

Baggie Books will also come home at some point after the first 4 

weeks of school.  Each student will receive a baggie book each 

Tuesday.  These books will need to be returned on the following 

Monday so that I can change them out and send a new book home 

each Tuesday.  There will be directions in the bag with the books.  

Please return these books to school for other students to enjoy. 

Tuesday Folders 

Each Tuesday, your student will bring home their Tuesday Folder.  

In this folder will be all their work from the previous week and 

notes from the school that need to be read and reviewed by you.  

Please make sure to take a minute and review your student’s work 

with them each week.  This reinforces the idea of a strong home and 

school connection.  The Tuesday Folders are expected to be 

returned to school each Wednesday. 

 

 



Library Books 

We will be traveling to the library each week.  The guideline for my 

classroom is that your student will be allowed to check out one book 

a week until Winter Break.  These books must be returned each 

week so that your student can check out another book.  After we 

return from Winter Break, the guideline will change to where 

students will be able to check out two books each week.  If a library 

book hasn’t been returned for 3 weeks, you will receive a bill for the 

cost of the book. 

Blocks 

We will have a block time each day.  We will rotate between Physical 

Education, Music and Drama.  After the second nine weeks, Drama 

will be switched with Art.  You will receive a Block Calendar each 

month.  Please make sure that your student wears tennis shoes on 

Physical Education days so that they are able to fully participate.  

We will be at block each day from 11:50 – 12:35. 

Recess 

We will go to recess each day.  Since the playground has mulch, 

please have your student wear close-toed shoes.  Our recess time is 

scheduled from 12:35 – 1:05.  We will do organized games in our 

room on rainy days. 

 

 

 

 

 



Birthdays 

A child’s birthday is a special day.  I am happy to help your child 

celebrate their birthday if you would like to send a treat.  The treats 

need to be individualized (cupcakes as opposed to a sheet cake) and 

store (or any place that has a sanitation grade) bought.  We aren’t 

allowed to have any homemade treats at school.  We will be having 

any special treats around 1:45.  Summer birthdays will be 

celebrated the last couple weeks of school.   

Field Trips 

We have FUN field trips planned for this year.  We may also have 

some “field trips” come to school.  I’ll send home a note with all the 

locations and dates as soon as we have that information available.  

There will be a permission form for each field trip and it must be 

signed by a parent/guardian in order for the child to be able to 

attend.  Please send in any money that is due for a field trip as soon 

as possible.  Parents are welcome to attend field trips but will need 

to meet us at the location. There will be specific details for parents 

who want to attend with our class sent home for each field trip. 

Rest Time 

We’ll have a rest time each afternoon until Winter Break.  Each 

student will have a choice between taking a nap and reading a book 

on their towel.  Your child will need to bring a towel to school each 

Monday.  Please make sure that your child’s name is on their rest 

towel.  I will send the towel each Friday.  Please send a clean towel 

each Monday.  We will phase out rest time after Winter Break. 

 

 

 



Computer Lab 

We will be going to the computer lab each week.  Each student will 

need to have a pair of headphones.  You have the option of buying a 

pair from school or sending a pair in from home.  Your child has to 

have a pair of headphones to hear the computers in computer lab 

and in our classroom.  Your child’s headphones will be sent home at 

the end of the year.  You will have to sign and return the computer 

permission form before your child will be allowed to participate in 

our technology lessons or in our classroom computer center.   

Discipline 

My philosophy on discipline is that positive actions changes 

behavior quicker than negative consequences.  I strive to keep my 

classroom environment as positive as possible.  We will be clipping 

up and down this year.  Everyone will start on the green monster 

and for positive behaviors that I see throughout the day they will 

clip up.   Just a few examples of behaviors that students will be able 

to clip up for are following directions, walking in the hallway the 

correct way, helping a friend, independently cleaning up or 

straightening something.  There will be times when silent lunches, 

notes or phone calls home, and visits to the office will occur with 

repeated behavior but my expectation is that I will be writing notes, 

making phone calls, and sending students to visit the office for 

positive behavior often! 

 

 

 

 

 



Discipline System’s Color Meanings 

Everyone will start the day on  

Green which means that they are all Good Little Monsters and 

when they “color up” they will become: 

Blue means that they are ROARingly GRRRReat Monsters 

and Purple means they are Outrageously Awesome Monsters. 

If a student has to “color down” from green they will be on 

Yellow which means Come Back Monsters and is their warning. 

Below yellow is  

Red which is Under the Bed Monsters and this means that it’s  

Teacher’s Choice (Silent Lunch, Walking at Recess, Loss of Center 

Time, etc) 

Personal Information 

If you have a new address, phone number, or other changes please 

send a note to school.  It is of the utmost importance that we have 

the most up-to-date information at all times in case of an emergency 

at school. 

Extra Clothes 

Please send a full extra change of clothes for your student.  This way 

we will be prepared in case an accident happens one day.  I will send 

home the fall change of clothes in exchange for weather appropriate 

clothes during winter. 

 

 



 

Changes in Transportation 

If you need to change the way that your child goes home (example:  

changing from bus rider to car rider) please give me as much notice 

as possible.  You can let me know by writing a note in the 

M.O.N.S.T.E.R. notebook, emailing me, or calling and leaving a 

message.   Please make any changes before 1:30 each day to ensure 

that I get the message.  If there isn’t a written note or phone call, 

your student will be sent home by their usual mode of 

transportation. 

Book Buddies 

We will be pairing up with an older classroom for Book Buddies this 

year.  Each of my students will be paired up with one or two older 

students to explore books each week.   

Rock Star of the Week 

Each child will have a chance to be my classroom’s Rock Star of the 

Week.  I will send home a calendar within the first couple weeks of 

school.  The week before your student’s turn to be Rock Star of the 

Week, I will send home the papers that you will need to complete 

with your student.    

School Visitors 

I welcome you to visit our classroom throughout the year.  Please 

make sure that you sign in at the office each time that you visit.  It is 

important for the safety of all of Lyle Creek’s students that we know 

is in the building. 

 



Report Cards 

Your kindergartener will receive a report card at the end of the 2nd, 

3rd, and 4th nine weeks.  You will need to sign the envelope and 

return it to school.  You will keep the actual report card.  Between 

report cards, you will receive a progress report.  These will be 

issued at the 4½ mark of each reporting period.  These are yours to 

keep as well. 

Share Days 

After the first month of school, each student will have an assigned 

Share Day.  They will be allowed to bring in one small item on that 

day to share with the class.  We will be writing about our items and 

using our writing to share information about the items with the 

class.  We will also be practicing asking different types of questions 

to others about their items.  Please do not send anything fragile or 

valuable.  I will do everything I can to keep their items safe during 

the day but accidents do happen.  Share Days will only last for a few 

weeks as we work on ability to listen to others and begin writing! 

Moustache Mondays   

After the first several weeks of school we will begin having 

Moustache Mondays.  These will be fun days where we will focus on 

the difference between asking questions and making statements.  

Not every Monday will be a Moustache Monday but we will have one 

every month.  I’ll include those dates on our newsletters.  If you 

would like for your child to wear a moustache or if you would like to 

draw a moustache on your student on those days, that would be 

awesome! 

 

 



Class T-Shirts 

We will have class t-shirts this year.  Please keep these shirts safe 

through the year.  There will be special days where we need 

everyone to wear their shirt!  Field Trips and field day are just two 

examples!  I will make sure that you get as much notice as possible 

about when they need to wear their class t-shirt. 

School Spirit on Fridays 

Fridays are when we show School Spirit.  Wearing Lyle Creek shirts 

on Friday is encouraged!  Now, for new Kindergarteners this can be 

tough because you they don’t really have a wardrobe full of shirts 

for a school they are new too!     Class t-shirts will be the first Lyle 

Creek t-shirt that they will have and an order for other Lyle Creek 

shirts should come home at some point this year!  

Common Core and Essential Standards 

The state of North Carolina has given us guidelines to teach by each 

year!  If you have heard about Common Core or Essential Standards, 

these new guidelines are what they are referencing.  You can find 

them online by googling NC Common Core Essential Standards.  You 

can also ask me if you have any questions.  I firmly believe that the 

more you know about what is going on at school, the more you can 

support your student at home!  One of the exciting aspects of the 

Common Core and Essential Standards is that we will be active as 

we explore the big concepts of kindergarten.  I will make sure that 

you know what concept we are learning. 

 

 

 



Cooperative Learning 

As we continue to move into a more global society, understanding 

and respecting people’s differences and being able to work with 

others will be a valuable skill for everyone to have.  I believe that 

learning these skills begins in Kindergarten and we will be working 

on them throughout the year as we do different activities 

(pumpkins, gingerbread etc…).  If you are interested in volunteering 

in the classroom, any help is appreciated but the days of big 

cooperative learning projects offer a perfect chance to come and 

help! 

Differentation 

You may have heard the word differentiation when talking with 

people about your child starting school.  Differentiation may be one 

of the “buzz” words in education right now but it is not new.  What it 

means for our Kindergarten classroom is that not all students will be 

doing the same assignments.  Each student has their own strengths 

and areas of needs and as I get to know your student I will be able to 

help them build on their strengths and improve on their needs.  

Some activities will be based on your student’s understanding of the 

subject that we are learning about while others may be based on 

your student’s interest.   

 

Mr. Smith’s Contact Information 

My contact information is here for my parents. 

 

   

 


