
  

Scholastic sCOPE activity • October 31, 2011

U
se

s:
 C

op
y 

m
ac

h
in

e,
 o

pa
qu

e 
pr

oj
ec

to
r,

 o
r 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 m
as

te
r 

fo
r 

ov
er

h
ea

d 
pr

oj
ec

to
r.

 Sc
h

ol
as

ti
c 

In
c.

 g
ra

nt
s 

su
bs

cr
ib

er
s 

of
 Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
Sc

op
e 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 t

o 
re

pr
od

uc
e

 t
h

is
 p

ag
e 

fo
r 

u
se

 i
n 

th
ei

r 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

s.
 C

op
yr

ig
h

t 
©2

01
1 

by
 Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 A

ll
 r

ig
h

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE
Nonfiction: “Whispers From the Grave” • Skill: Critical Thinking

Critical-Thinking Questions  
“Whispers From the Grave”

	1. ���According to legend, why did Sarah Winchester build her mansion? Why did she accept what 
Adam Coons told her?  

	2. ��Why do you think the author included the section “Hunting for Ghosts”?  

	3. �How could believing in ghosts be harmful?  

	4. ��The last section is called “A Tragic Legacy.” Explain how the title applies to the section. 

	5. �In the poem “Haunted House,” what is the speaker’s attitude toward the former owners of 
the house?
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