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F.  A. Owen publishes  the  
first issue of  Normal Instructor. 
(Fun fact:“Normal school”  
was the term for teachers’  
colleges at the time.)

1891

“Remember, you are a lady 
before you are a teacher.  
In your pocket should be  
a pure Irish linen hand-stitched  
handkerchief.”

Normal Instructor  
unveils the original South 

Dansville, New York, digs. 

Normal Instructor becomes  
Normal Instructor  
and Primary Plans. 

Special Addition:  
Storybook poster patterns! 

Normal Instructor and 
Primary Plans becomes  
The Instructor. 

The Instructor switches hands  
from Mary Owen (daughter of F. A.)  
to Betty Noon, a longtime employee.

the history of

Instructor celebrates 115 
years of teaching ideas. 

Instructor becomes 
Scholastic Teacher!

 The Instructor is rebranded as  
Instructor and Teacher. 

Renamed  Instructor,  
this is the first issue produced 
by Scholastic, led by CEO Dick 
Robinson and editor-in-chief  
John Lent.

The100th anniversary issue  
is the first to be fully produced  

on a computer! Lent says, 
“There were moments when  

it seemed impossible to  
predict the results, and 

that was exciting.” 

Scandal:  
“Betty Parent’s Diary,” a column in 

which a mom dishes about her child’s 
school, causes many teachers to write in  

thinking the gossip is about them!


