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Budgeting Basics

Developinq good study habits begins with asking questions, taking notes, doing your homework, and using the
right tools to get the answers you need. When studying your finances, you should use the same plan!

Whether you are a first-time credit card user, an “only in case of emergency” cardholder, or a veteran shopper, a
budget can help you use credit cards responsibly. Ask questions about key terms like APR (annual percentage
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rate). Take good notes about things that
you want to buy, such as a laptop or
even a new pair of jeans. Stopping to
write down the price of an item can
keep you from making impulse
purchases. Do your homework on what
different prices and discounts are
offered on items you want to buy. Use
the right tools, such as a budget and
your credit card statement, to keep
track of your spending.

Use the chart below to
create a pocket monthly
budget for yourself.
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