


 rise of The
 Balloon Goons

 by Troy Cummings

 rise



SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks 
and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. BRANCH2

Available in print  
and eBook editions

LOTUS LANE by Kyla May

THE NOTEBOOK OF DOOM by Troy Cummings

LOONIVERSE by David Lubar, illustrated by Matt Loveridge

scholastic.com/branches

COOL  
CHARACTERS!

ILLUSTRATIONS  
ON EVERY PAGE!

ACTION-PACKED!

Ready for more fun with 
your favorite series?

™

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks 
and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. BRANCH2

Available in print  
and eBook editions

LOTUS LANE by Kyla May

THE NOTEBOOK OF DOOM by Troy Cummings

LOONIVERSE by David Lubar, illustrated by Matt Loveridge

scholastic.com/branches

COOL  
CHARACTERS!

ILLUSTRATIONS  
ON EVERY PAGE!

ACTION-PACKED!

Ready for more fun with 
your favorite series?

™

Find out more about  
Boris’s big dreams!

Read all about the Super Duper 
Royal Deluxe world of Missy!

Ready for more fun with 
your favorite series?

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks 
and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. BRANCH1

Available in print  
and eBook editionsscholastic.com/branches

™

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks 
and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. BRANCH2

Available in print  
and eBook editions

LOTUS LANE by Kyla May

THE NOTEBOOK OF DOOM by Troy Cummings

LOONIVERSE by David Lubar, illustrated by Matt Loveridge

scholastic.com/branches

COOL  
CHARACTERS!

ILLUSTRATIONS  
ON EVERY PAGE!

ACTION-PACKED!

Ready for more fun with 
your favorite series?

™

Ready for more fun  
with your favorite series?

THE NOTEBOOK OF DOOM by Troy Cummings

LOONIVERSE by David Lubar, illustrated by Matt Loveridge

LOTUS LANE by Kyla May

MONKEY ME by Timothy Roland

COOL  

CHARACTERS!

ILLUSTRATIONS ON EVERY PAGE!

ACTION- 
PACKED!



table of contents
Chapter 1: Stermont          1
Chapter 2: Fright and Early         4
Chapter 3: Map Out of It!          8
Chapter 4: One-Two Punch!        16
Chapter 5: A Ton of Bricks        21
Chapter 6: Going Down!         30
Chapter 7: The Morgue the Merrier       34
Chapter 8: Spilled Milk         41
Chapter 9: Monsters Before Bed       50
Chapter 10: Happy Birthday        55
Chapter 11: A Real Twist         61
Chapter 12: Clowning Around        66
Chapter 13: PSSSHHHHH!        69
Chapter 14: Bouncing off the Walls       72
Chapter 15: Ready or Knot        78
Chapter 16: The Point        82 
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nce there was a pile of bones.
Actually, the 

bones weren’t 
in a pile. They 

made up a small 
skeleton, which was  
filled with squishy 

guts. On top of that 
skeleton sat a huge skull 
with deep eye sockets. 
These eye sockets held 
a pair of googly eyes.
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The whole thing would have been really 
gross, except it was covered in a layer of skin and 
had a mop of curly hair on top. This mop-haired, 
bug-eyed, gut-fi lled bag of bones was named 
Alexander Bopp. And he was scared to death.

Alexander was scared of:
1. spending his fi rst night in a new house;
2. going to a new school in a new town; and
3. having to make new friends.

22



Alexander rolled over on his air mattress and 
looked out the window. The moon lit up a row of 
roo� ops, behind which stood a water tower that 
said STERMONT. Alexander’s new home.



Alexander’s dad drove slowly down Main 
Street. “I’ll look on this side, and you look on that 
side. This town must have a breakfast place.” 

Alexander looked out his window. They 
passed a park, a bank, a comic-book shop . . . 
and then someone dancing like crazy on the 
sidewalk. Wait, it wasn’t a person. It was one of 
those bendy balloon guys that businesses put 
out to attract customers. It was yellow, and it was 
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wiggling beside a sign that said 
NOW SERVING BREAKFAST!

“Hey, Dad,” Alexander said. 
“Here’s a place.”

They parked next to 
the dancing balloon guy.
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“Whoa!” Alexander jumped in his seat. 
The balloon guy had fl opped right onto the 
windshield. It snapped back up and continued to 
dance.

Alexander’s dad shook his head. “You’re 
jumpy today, Al. That’s just a big bag of air.”

“I know,” said Alexander, uncovering his eyes.
“In fact,” said his dad, “we should be happy 

to see this goony-balloony. Otherwise we might 
have missed this diner.” He made a dopey face 
and wiggled his fi ngers 
at the balloon 
fi gure.  “Thanks, 
balloon goon!”

Alexander 
smiled. Then he 
walked the long 
way around the 
balloon and into 
the diner. 
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