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 20 th ANNIVERSARY

PRINCESS BMX Marie Basting
Trust me, the fairy tales have it so wrong. Dingy 
towers and wicked step-mums are the least of my 
worries: it’s the boredom that will kill me. Thank the 
good goblin I discovered BMX. If it wasn’t for BMX, 
nothing would have changed …
•  A funny debut adventure from a fantastic new 		
    voice for readers aged 7+. 

•  Enchanted meets BMX!

ISBN 978-1-911490-94-4, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM

CHICKEN HOUSE   2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DS   Tel: 01373 454488   www.chickenhousebooks.com

ASHA & THE SPIRIT BIRD Jasbinder Bilan
Set in contemporary India, Asha is guided by a 
majestic bird which she believes to be the spirit of her 
grandmother. With her friend Jeevan, she embarks on a 
journey across the Himalayas to find her missing father 
and save her home …
• A gorgeously original magical-realist Indian adventure 	
  by Indian-born Jasbinder Bilan.

Winner of the Costa Book Award 2019
ISBN 978-1-911490-19-7, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+ 
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, USA

TAMARIND & THE STAR OF ISHTA 
Jasbinder Bilan
Tamarind never knew her Indian mum, Chinty, who died 
soon after she was born. So when she arrives at her 
mother’s ancestral home, she’s full of questions for her 
extended family. But instead of answers, Tamarind finds 
a sad and beautiful mystery ...  
•  The second novel by Jasbinder Bilan, author of the 	
    Costa Award-winning Asha & the Spirit Bird and 	
    a rising star in middle-grade fiction.
ISBN 978-1-913322-17-5, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+ 
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, CAN, USA

AARTI & THE BLUE GODS
Jasbinder Bilan
Aarti has lived on the Island with Aunt for as long as 
she can remember. But when Aarti finds clues to a 
former life in a locked room, she starts to suspect Aunt 
has been feeding her lies…
• A mesmerising third novel from Costa-winning and 
Waterstones-shortlisted author.
ISBN 978-1-913322-59-5, £7.99 PB, 288pp, 9+ 
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. 

Sep 2021

IN THE SHADOW OF HEROES 
Nicholas Bowling
When his master disappears and a slave called Tog arrives 
with a secret message, Cadmus is swept up on a quest 
that leads to Emperor Nero and his crazed determination 
to possess the Golden Fleece of Greek mythology.
•  The second novel by the critically acclaimed author 	
    of Witchborn. Themes of myth, stories, heroism and 	
    truth in a spellbinding classical setting.
•  Shortlisted for the Costa Book Award 2019

ISBN 978-1-911077-68-8, £6.99 PB, 384pp, 11+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, POL

MORGANA MAGE IN THE ROBOTIC AGE 
Amy Bond
Morgana loves robots and longs to attend robotics 
school in the city. But when she finally finds a way, 
she learns of a troubling secret hiding beneath its 
gleaming surface: a secret that threatens the balance 
of civilisation ...

• Shortlisted for the Times/Chicken House Children’s Fiction 	
  Competition 2018, Amy Bond is a young Irish librarian with 	
  a fresh new voice for middle-grade readers.
ISBN 978-1-912626-52-6, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+ 
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, RUS



CHICKEN HOUSE   2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DS   Tel: 01373 454488   www.chickenhousebooks.com

KISSING THE RAIN Kevin Brooks
Moo Nelson walks through life alone, until he sees a 
car chase and a murder … or does he? A powerful, 
taut and moving exploration of right and wrong.

‘Find a quiet place, take a deep breath and enjoy  
this novel.’ THE BOOKSELLER

ISBN 978-1-905294-18-3, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, GER, NLD, 
SRB, USA

THE ROAD OF THE DEAD Kevin Brooks
Ruben and Cole’s sister, Rachel, is found strangled in 
a desolate place. Together, they set out to solve the 
mystery of her final journey.  

•	Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2007.

‘You can taste the blood in your mouth as you  
read this ...’ PHILIP ARDAGH, GUARDIAN

ISBN 978-1-905294-26-8, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, GER, NLD, 
Latin America, LTH, POL, TUR, USA

WITCHBORN Nicholas Bowling
Alyce’s mother is burned at the stake for witchcraft. 
Alyce flees to London – but as she discovers her own 
dark magic, powerful forces are on her trail ...

• 	Explores true history through a fantastical lens, 	    	
	 building a remarkable alternate universe with strong 	
	 series potential.

• Themes of friendship, perseverance and death.

ISBN 978-1-911077-25-1, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 12+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ESP, GER, ROU, TUR, US Audio, USA

 20 th ANNIVERSARY

SONG OF THE FAR ISLES
Nicholas Bowling
When the Duchess arrives on the isle of Little Drum, 
she brings orders of silence, threatening the very soul 
of Oran’s musical community. But then Oran hears of 
a mythical instrument with the power to manipulate 
hearts ...

• From Costa-shortlisted Nicholas Bowling comes a 	
  middle-grade fable of adventure, myth and music.

ISBN 978-1912626-67-0, £7.99 PB, 384pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK,July 2021

MARTYN PIG Kevin Brooks
With his father dead, Martyn has a choice. Tell the 
police and be suspected of murder. Or get rid of the 
body. Simple, right? 

• A stunning reissue of the Branford Boase-winning 	
	 novel from Kevin Brooks, author of The Bunker Diary; 	
	 also shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal.

ISBN 978-1-913322-18-2, £7.99 PB, 256pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, FILM, 
FRA, GER, JPN, KOR, Latin America, LKA, LTH, NLD, POL, ROU, SRB, SVN, SWE, THA, TUR,
UK ed. edition, USA

MARTYN PIG Kevin Brooks
With his father dead, Martyn has a choice. Tell the 
police and be suspected of murder. Or get rid of the 
body. Simple, right? 

•	The international bestseller: published in over 20 	
	 countries.

•	Over 250,000 copies sold worldwide.

ISBN 978-1-910002-00-1, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, FILM, 
FRA, GER, JPN, KOR, Latin America, LKA, LTH, NLD, POL, ROU, SRB, SVN, SWE, THA, TUR,
UK ed. edition, USA
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BILLY ELLIOT Melvin Burgess 
based on the screenplay by Lee Hall

Billy’s father wants his son to learn boxing. But Billy is 
fascinated by the grace of ballet and is determined to 
dance his way to a better future.

• A wonderful new edition of Melvin Burgess’s acclaimed 	
	 novel, reissued to celebrate Chicken House’s 20th 	
	 anniversary.

ISBN 978-1-913322-14-4, £7.99 PB, 160pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, BRA, CAN, Catalan, DEN, ESP, EST, FRA, 
GER, GRE, HUN, ITA, JPN, KOR, Latin America, NLD, PRT, TUR, UK ed. 
edition, USA

BILLY ELLIOT Melvin Burgess 
based on the screenplay by Lee Hall

Billy’s father wants his son to learn boxing. But Billy is 
fascinated by the grace of ballet and is determined to 
dance his way to a better future.

•	Over 250,000 copies sold in the UK.

•	Based on the screenplay of the worldwide successful  
	 film and stage musical.

ISBN 978-1-903434-33-8, £5.99 PB, 160pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, BRA, CAN, Catalan, DEN, ESP, EST, FRA, 
GER, GRE, HUN, ITA, JPN, KOR, Latin America, NLD, PRT, TUR, UK ed. edition, USA

 20 th ANNIVERSARY

CANDY Kevin Brooks
Joe is hooked the moment he sees Candy, but can love 
ever be this sweet? As the truth emerges about Candy’s 
world, Joe must decide what is worth fighting for.

‘… a story as sharp as the title is sweet.’ THE GUARDIAN

‘Brooks is one of the best young adult writers around.’ 
IRISH TIMES

ISBN 978-1-910002-02-5, £6.99 PB, 368pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, CAN, ESP, GER, ITA, Latin America, LTH, 
NLD, NOR, POL, SRB, TUR, USA

LUCAS Kevin Brooks 
Caitlin’s life changes the moment she sees Lucas. But 
to others, he is an object of jealousy, prejudice and 
hatred. Injustice lurks at every twist and turn.

•	Shortlisted for the Guardian Children’s Fiction Award. 

• One of the iconic Chicken House bestsellers to be 		
   reissued for Chicken House’s 20th anniversary celebrations. 

ISBN 978-1-912626-47-2, £6.99 PB, 368pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, EST, 
FRA, GER, HUN, ISL, JPN, KOR, Latin America, LTH, NLD, POL, ROU, SRB, SWE, THA, TUR, 
UK ed. edition, USA

THE GREAT CHOCOPLOT Chris Callaghan
It’s the end of chocolate – for good! Eleven-year-old 
Jelly is horrified, but a trail of clues leads to a posh 
chocolate shop and its suspicious owner. Is it really 
the chocopocalypse, or is there a chocoplot afoot?

•	An exciting adventure story for a 7+ audience from a 	
	 debut author with a fantastic and original comic voice.

• Features a truly ghastly villain – think ‘evil mastermind 	
	 meets Willy Wonka’.

ISBN 978-1-910002-51-3, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, ANZ, CZE, GER, IRA, 
NLD, ROU, SVK, USA

THE HIT Melvin Burgess 
based on an original idea by Brandon Robshaw & Joe Chislett

A new drug is out. Everyone is talking about it. Death. 
Take it, and you have one week to live. It’s the ultimate 
high. At the ultimate price …

•	Gripping thriller from the bestselling author of Junk. 

• Melvin Burgess at his best with a controversial yet  
	 positive message about drug-taking.

ISBN 978-1-908435-33-0, £7.99 PB, 320pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, ESP (Spanish & Catalan) 
FRA, FILM, GER, LVA, LTU, NLD, ROU, USA 
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THE KILLING WOODS Lucy Christopher 
Emily’s dad is accused of killing a teenage girl. She’s 
sure he’s innocent, but her journey for the truth leads 
her to discover that dangerous games are being 
played in the woods at night ... 

•	From the internationally acclaimed, award-winning 
   author of Stolen and Flyaway.

‘A thriller with wide teen appeal.’ THE BOOKSELLER

ISBN 978-1-906427-72-6, £7.99 PB, 384pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, 
BRA, CAN, FRA, GER, Latin American, NLD, TUR, USA

STORM-WAKE Lucy Christopher 
Moss lives with her pa on a remote island. The Old 
World has disappeared beneath the waves – only Pa’s 
magic can save the sunken continents. But a huge 
storm is brewing, promising cataclysmic changes ...

• Inspired by Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Storm-Wake                            
   is a gripping and immersive literary novel for young     
   adults.

ISBN 978-1-906427-73-3, £7.99 PB, 352pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, CAN, USA

SKY CHASERS Emma Carroll
Magpie witnesses a strange spectacle above the streets 
of Paris: a flying balloon. It ends in disaster – even so, 
Magpie is enthralled by the idea of flying. But others are 
also determined to discover its secrets … 

•	Acclaimed author Emma Carroll writes the winning 	
	 entry of The Big Idea competition, creating a gorgeous 	
	 and inspiring adventure based on a true story. 

•	Perfect for fans of Rooftoppers. 
ISBN 978-1-910655-53-5, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, Audio US, CAN, CHN, GER, HUN, ITA, LIT,  
NLD, POL, UKR, USA 

THE CANTANKEROUS MOLLY 
DARLING Alvy Carragher
Molly Darling wants life to be as simple as wellies and 
porridge – but her family is coming apart at the seams, 
and to top it all off, the chickens are missing. It’s 
enough to make any girl cantankerous. 

• An exciting young Irish writer with a distinctive voice, 	
  Alvy Carragher’s debut is funny, fresh and full of heart.

• Follows an ensemble cast of characters in a rural Irish 	
   setting as Molly tries to fix her family troubles.
ISBN 978-1-911490-54-8, £7.99 PB, 384pp, 12+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English 

 20 th ANNIVERSARY

FLYAWAY Lucy Christopher
Visiting her dad in hospital, Isla meets Harry who is  
very ill. Together, they watch a swan struggling to fly 
and Isla believes that by helping the swan, somehow  
she can help those she loves.

•	Shortlisted for the Costa Children’s Book Award. 

•	Shortlisted for the Waterstones Children’s Fiction Prize.

‘The imagery is beautiful.’ MAGGIE STIEFVATER

ISBN 978-1-910002-20-9, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, GER, GRE, 
NLD, USA 

STOLEN Lucy Christopher
In a letter addressed to her captor, 16-year-old Gemma 
relives her kidnapping. A moving story of survival, 
passion and darkness.

•	More than 100,000 copies sold. 

•	Winner of the Branford Boase Award 2010.

‘Highly recommended!’ MAGGIE STIEFVATER

ISBN 978-1-906427-13-9, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, DEN, ESP,  FRA, FILM, GER, 
GRE, KOR, NLD, NOR, POL, RUS, South America, SWE, THA, TUR, TWN, USA
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THE WHITE TOWER Cathryn Constable
Livy is stunned when she is offered a place at Temple 
College, a prestigious school for the very brightest. She’s 
drawn to the roof of the school, where she dreams she 
can step into the sky. But her dreams are more real than 
she thinks …

•	Science meets dreamy reality in this rich, atmospheric 	
	 adventure for ages 10-14. 

ISBN 978-1-909489-10-3, £6.99 PB, 272pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: CAN, FRA, USA

WARRIOR BOY Virginia Clay
Ben is terrified he won’t be accepted by his estranged 
Maasai family, but when he arrives in Kenya, he finds 
there is a lot more at stake than his pride …

• Explores themes of masculinity, identity and overcoming 	
	 fear, as well as touching on environmental conservation 	
	 and the protection of threatened cultures.

• Shortlisted for the Times/Chicken House Children’s 	
	 Fiction Competition.

ISBN 978-1-911490-37-1, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: CHN, ITA

THE PEARL IN THE ICE
Cathryn Constable
Twelve-year-old Marina is supposed to travel to 
boarding school to learn how to be a lady – but 
instead, she runs away on her father’s ship. A great 
secret lies in wait, somewhere in the frozen deep …

•	A beautiful new novel from the author of The Wolf 	
	 Princess: over 100,000 copies sold worldwide.
•	Cathryn Constable has been shortlisted for the 		
	 Waterstones Children’s Book Prize and Specsavers 	
	 National Book of the Year. 

ISBN 978-1-912626-51-9, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK

 20 th ANNIVERSARY

THE WOLF PRINCESS Cathryn Constable
Lost in the snow on a school trip to Russia, Sophie’s 
rescued by Princess Volkonskaya. But Sophie 
discovers more than dreams in the princess’s 
crumbling palace of secrets …  

‘... a real classic children’s adventure story that’ll make 
you want to go to Russia immediately.’ 
WATERSTONES

ISBN 978-1-908435-34-7, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, Audio US, BGR, Catalan, CAN, 
CHN, CZE, ESP, FRA, GER, NLD, POL, ROU, SVK, SWE, TWN, TUR, USA

THE HALLOWEEDS Veronica Cossanteli
Orphaned Dan’s new home is a crumbling castle 
where his horrible aunt reigns supreme, tending her 
mysterious graveyard garden. But why are Aunt 
Grusilla and her curious servants each missing a 
finger – and what are the hungry ‘Cabbages’ in the 
greenhouse?  
•	An atmospheric, scary and funny middle-grade 		
	 mystery about a boy who discovers an intriguing 	
	 family secret.
ISBN 978-1-910002-33-9, £6.99 PB, 224pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: GER

THE MARVELLOUS LAND OF SNERGS 
Veronica Cossanteli
Pip and Flora are running away when they discover the 
Marvellous Land of Snergs. Here they befriend forgetful 
but lovable snerg, Gorbo. He will lead them home – if 
they can decide where home really is, and if Gorbo can 
remember how to get there.
•  Gorgeous cover and interior illustrations by Melissa 	
    Castrillon.
ISBN 978-1-911490-60-9, £6.99 PB, 224pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, CZE, ESP 
(Spanish & Catalan), FILM, FRA, GER, HUN, ITA, ROU, RUS, TUR
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THE FANDOM Anna Day
Violet’s in her element – cosplay at the ready, she 
can’t wait to feel part of her favourite fandom, The 
Gallows Dance. But when a freak accident transports 
her into the story for real, can Violet play out the plot 
the way it was written?

•	A fast-paced, genre-flipping YA fantasy adventure 	
	 from a Times/Chicken House Competition shortlistee. 

ISBN 978-1-910655-67-2, £7.99 PB, 416pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, AUS, BRA, CAN, CHN, CZE, DNK, 
ESP, EST, FRA, GER, ISR, ITA, LAT, LTU, NOR, NLD, POL, PRT, ROM, RUS, SWE, TUR, USA

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-911490-08-1,   
£7.99 PB, 288pp, 14+        

‘Pacy writing and a really 
compelling, twisty plot … One 
to watch out for.’ 

THE BOOKSELLER
on The Fandom

 20 th ANNIVERSARY

THE EXTINCTS Veronica Cossanteli
George helps out at Wormestall Farm, a hidden 
sanctuary for extinctly strange animals including 
dodos, dragons and dinosaurs. But there’s an evil 
animal stuffer on the loose!  
• Optioned for movie by Cirrina Studios: William Joyce 	
   (Meet the Robinsons, Epic) will direct based on the 	     	
   script by David Lipman (Shrek). Due for release in 2019.

ISBN 978-1-911490-31-9, £6.99 PB, 224pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, CHN, CZE, ESP, FILM, 
FRA, GER, HUN, ISR, IND, ITA, KOR, NLD, POL, ROU, RUS, TUR, TWN, USA

THE CRASH Lisa Drakeford
When a car crashes through the wall of Sophie’s living 
room, she’s drawn into a dangerous mystery. Her best 
friend Tye is thrown into a coma, and Sophie starts 
to fall for the car’s driver, Harry. But his twin sister is 
hiding a dark past …

• 	Gritty, contemporary, addictive and full of heart; a 	
	 rendering of the giddy highs and heartbreaking lows 	
	 of growing up.

ISBN 978-1-911077-17-6, £7.99 PB, 352pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM  

SPACE ODDITY Christopher Edge
You might think this story is an intergalactic adventure 
filled with laser blasters, black holes, killer robots and some 
very weird-looking aliens. But it’s mostly about a boy called 
Jake, his dad, and an awkward truth …
•  A new, younger story from award-winning writer    	       	
   Chris Edge, author of The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day.   
•  Came out of The Big Idea Competition, from a 		
    story entry by scientist Dr Sarah Ryan.
ISBN 978-1-911490-24-1, £5.99 PB, 160pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, NLD, 

TUR

THE CARTOONS THAT CAME TO LIFE 
Tom Ellen
Finn loves drawing comic strips featuring his two 
cartoon heroes, Arley and Tapper. But when they come 
to life, he needs to find a way to draw them back to 
their comic world – and quickly ... 

•	 A brilliant new illustrated comic series for readers 	
	 aged 8-12; perfect for fans of Tom Gates!  
•  A big-hearted adventure about celebrating 		
    individuality, friendship and true loyalty. 
ISBN 978-1910002-88-9, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 8+
WORLD RIGHTS. July 2021
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NEVER EVERS Tom Ellen & Lucy Ivison 
The school ski trip isn’t going to plan. Jack’s bored; 
Mouse has fallen out with her friends. But when a 
French pop star – who Jack’s a dead ringer for – arrives 
in the resort, the snowy slopes begin to get interesting …

• 	Packed with first kisses, dorm-room gossip and 		
	 friendships forged on the snowy slopes: hilarious 	
	 and heart-warming. 

ISBN 978-1-910002-36-0, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 12+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, DNK, 
FIN, FRA, GER, HUN, NLD, NOR, ROU, RUS, SWE, USA

LOBSTERS Tom Ellen & Lucy Ivison 
Like lobsters, Sam and Hannah are looking for ‘the 
one’ but they only have the holidays before uni to find 
each other. And instead of being epic, their summer is 
looking awkward, until fate lends a hand.

• One Day meets Skins and The Inbetweeners.

• Hilarious, romantic and unbelievably awkward, this 	
   story boils down to love.

ISBN 978-1-909489-33-2, £7.99 PB, 320pp, 15+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, CZE, DNK, FRA, GER, 
HUN, NLD, ROU, RUS, TUR, USA

FRESHERS Tom Ellen & Lucy Ivison 
Phoebe can’t wait for uni, especially since her crush 
from school will be there. But Luke’s oblivious, still 
reeling from the fallout of the break up with his ex. 
Thrown headfirst into a new world – can Phoebe and 
Luke survive the year, let alone find each other?

• 	A warm, hilarious and perfectly observed coming-of-	
	 age comedy about the first year of university.

ISBN 978-1-910655-88-7, £7.99 PB, 384pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: FRA, GER, POL, RUS, USA

GRANNY MAGIC Elka Evalds
When Will’s granny passes away and dodgy Jasper 
Fitchet moves in to her house, dark magic begins to 
unravel in the village of Knittington. Can Will and his 
gran’s knitting group tie Fitchet in knots?

• 	A warm, brave and cuddly story by enchanting 		
	 debut author Elka Evalds.

• 	Featuring whimsical black and white illustrations by 	
	 brilliant Finnish illustrator, Teemu Juhani.

ISBN 978-1-912626-19-9, £6.99 PB, 272pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, IRA, RUS

WHO LET THE GODS OUT? Maz Evans
Elliot’s life changes forever when Virgo – a Zodiac 
goddess – lands in his garden. When the pair accidentally 
unleash the wicked daemon Thanatos, they turn to the 
old Olympian gods for help. But after centuries of cushy 
retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up to the task?

• 	The first hilarious and heartfelt novel in this series 	
	 centred on the Olympian gods.  

ISBN 978-1-910655-41-2, £6.99 PB, 368pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, ANZ, CAN, CHN, CZE, FRA, GER, 
GRC, ISR, ITA, LTU, NLD, POL, ROU, SVK, SWE, TUR, USA, VNM

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-910655-99-3,   
£6.99 PB, 384pp, 9+        

ISBN 978-1-910655-51-1, 
£6.99 PB, 368pp, 9+       
 

ISBN 978-1-911077-00-8,   
£6.99 PB, 320pp, 9+        
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VI SPY Maz Evans

Divorce is tough for any kid. But while Violet’s ex-
secret service mum and retired bad-guy dad are 
distracted by each other, the real super-villains are 
having a field day. To save her family – and the planet 
– from evil domination, Vi must turn spy … 

• The first book in a brand new middle-grade comedy 	
   adventure series by the bestselling author of the Who 	
   Let the Gods Out? series.

ISBN 978-1912626-89-2, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: World English Audio, KOR, POL.

LYDIA: THE WILD GIRL OF PRIDE & 
PREJUDICE Natasha Farrant  
Lydia can’t stand her boring country life – but luckily 
adventure is just around the corner. Soon, she’s swept 
off her feet by dashing Wickham to glamorous Brighton. 
Here, a pair of aristocratic twins offer her the life she 
thinks she seeks – but what does she really want? 

•	A spirited, witty and fresh reimagining of Jane 		
	 Austen’s Pride and Prejudice that will appeal to 		
	 Austen fans and new teen audiences alike.

ISBN 978-1-910002-97-1, £7.99 PB, 304pp, 12+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, CAN, USA

MOONDUST Gemma Fowler
Ten years ago, Lumite, a moon-mined energy source, 
spelled the end of Earth’s crisis – until a huge 
explosion at the first Lumite power station. Aggie was 
the sole survivor. A poster-girl for the company, she’s 
toed the line for years – until she meets Danny … 

•	Rights developed in association with Altitude Film 	
	 with a view to the making of the movie.

ISBN 978-1-910655-42-9, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 12+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: CHN, GER

MUNCLE TROGG Janet Foxley
Muncle is a giant. But he is so small that he’s  
laughed at for being human-sized. An affectionate, 
upside-down fairy tale.

•	Film rights sold to Sony Pictures Animation.

•	Winner of the Times/Chicken House Children’s Fiction 	
	 Competition and selected for the Richard & Judy 	
	 Children’s Book Club. 

ISBN 978-1-906427-03-0, £5.99 PB, 208pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, Catalan, CHN, ESP, 
EST, FILM, FIN, FRA, GER, GRE, HUN, ITA, IRN, JPN, KOR, NLD, POL, RUS, 
SWE, TUR, TWN, USA, VNM

CITY OF RUST Gemma Fowler
Railey dreams of winning the drone races with her bio-
robotic gecko friend, Atti. But when a bounty hunter 
crashes their biggest race yet, the pair are forced 
to flee skyward. The danger is bigger than anything 
they’d imagined ...
• The fun, original and thrilling middle-grade debut 	
   from Gemma Fowler. 

• Star Wars meets Wall-E in an ecologically-themed    	
   mystery adventure – sci-fi for a new generation!

ISBN 978-1-910655-43-6, £6.99 PB, 240pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS.  

THE SECRET DEEP Lindsay Galvin
When Aster wakes alone, stranded, on a tropical island, 
she has no idea what has happened, why she is there, 
or where to find her younger sister, Poppy. The answers 
lie in the secretive underwater world surrounding 
the desert island, populated by the beautiful and the 
unexpected …

• An excitingly original teen thriller by debut author  	
	 Lindsay Galvin.

ISBN 978-1-911490-02-9, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 12+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: CAN, GER, POL, USA
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DARWIN’S DRAGONS Lindsay Galvin
Syms Covington has landed the job of a lifetime on 
Charles Darwin’s ship. But after being shipwrecked on 
a Galapagos island, he makes a discovery that could 
change the world – and make his fortune. Should he 
share his find, or will it lead to the extinction of a 
legendary species? 
• Robinson Crusoe meets How to Train Your Dragon – 	
  with extra science! – in the middle-grade debut from 	
  science teacher Lindsay Galvin. 

ISBN 978-1-912626-46-5, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, CAN, CHI, GRE, ROM, USA, VNM

EVERY LINE OF YOU Naomi Gibson
Lydia has been creating her AI, Henry, for years – she’s 
built herself the perfect boyfriend in a hard-drive filled 
with lines of code. But what is Henry really – and how 
far is he willing to go to be everything Lydia desires?

• A powerful, high-concept crossover debut by an 	
	 incredible new voice in YA.

• Elements of horror, psychological drama and 		
	 romance: Her meets Girl, Interrupted.

ISBN 978-19-13322-01-4, £7.99 PB, 368pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: AUDIO US, CAN, CZE, DEN, FILM, FRA, GER, 
RUS, ESP, USA.

TUNNELS
Roderick Gordon & Brian Williams

The adventures of a boy archaeologist who unearths  
a terrifying underground world.

• A spectacular new edition of the first novel in Roderick 	
  Gordon and Brian Williams’s bestselling series, reissued 	
  to celebrate Chicken House’s 20th anniversary.

ISBN 978-1-905294-42-8, £6.99 PB, 464pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BUL, BRA, Catalan, CHN, CZE, 
DEN, ESP, FRA, GER, GRE, HRV, HUN, IDN, ISL, ISR, ITA, JPN, KOR, LTU, MYS, NLD, NOR, 
POL, PRT, ROU, RUS, SRB, SVK, SWE, THA, TUR, TWN, USA, VNM

Aug 2021

PAYBACK M.A. Griffin
Payback, an enigmatic anti-capitalist group staffed 
by teens, has one mission: to steal from the rich and 
give to the poor. But when excitable Payback fan Tom 
is recruited, he accidentally brings with him a shady 
money man ...

•	A timely, political and electrifying high-concept 		
	 thriller for today’s engaged young adults.

ISBN 978-1-911077-81-7, £7.99 PB, 336pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: POL

LIFERS M.A. Griffin
During the hunt for a missing friend, Preston discovers 
a sinister machine. The world inside is a cavernous 
dimension filled with unwanted children. Friendships 
are forged and lives lost in a reckless battle for 
freedom, revenge and revolution. 

•	An atmospheric noir thriller set in a future Manchester, 	
	 incorporating shocking and believable sci-fi elements: 	
	 perfect for Maze Runner fans.

ISBN 978-1-910002-25-4, £7.99 PB, 352pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio USA, NZ, CAN, GER, TUR, USA

BY ASH, OAK AND THORN 
Melissa Harrison
Three tiny, ancient beings – Moss, Burnet and Cumulus 
– once revered as Guardians of the Wild World, wake 
from winter hibernation. But when their home is 
destroyed, they set off on an adventure. Can they find 
a way to survive in a precious, disappearing world?
•The breathtaking children’s debut from acclaimed nature 	
writer and literary fiction novelist. 
ISBN 978-1913322-12-0, £7.99 PB, 288pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS.RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, FRA, ROU.
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THE CRY OF THE ICEMARK Stuart Hill
After her father dies in battle, Thirrin, the new young 
Queen of the Icemark, must save her tiny kingdom 
from Imperial invaders, making unlikely allies of 
vampires, werewolves, witches and snow leopards.

•	Winner of the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize 	
	 2005. 

•	Reissued in 2019 with new cover illustration by 		
	 Staffan Gnosspelius.

ISBN 978-1-912626-53-3, £6.99 PB, 512pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, Audio US. BRA, CAN, CHN, 
DNK, ESP, FIN, FRA, GER, GRC, HUN, ITA, JPN, NLD, POL, PRT, ROU, RUS, SRB, SWE, THA, 
TUR, USA, CAN, GER, USA

PRINCE OF THE ICEMARK Stuart Hill
Prequel to the bestselling The Cry of the Icemark. 
Brave young Prince Redrought must defend his 
country from a supernatural invasion force of 
ferocious werewolves, vampires and zombies.

•	Gripping stand-alone prequel to The Cry of the 		
	 Icemark.  

ISBN 978-1-906427-33-7, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, CAN, POL, USA

THE MASK OF ARIBELLA Anna Hoghton
Aribella lives in Venice, the daughter of an impoverished 
lace-maker. But she has a deadly secret: she can 
shoot sparks from her fingers. Soon, Aribella will 
leave her old life behind and discover the world of 
the Cannovacci, magical warriors sworn to defeat the 
strange spectres menacing the city …
•  A captivating fantasy by debut author Anna 		
    Hoghton, a young and thrilling new voice for middle-	
    grade readers.

ISBN 978-1-912626-10-6, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+
WORLD ENGLISH & EXPORT ONLY

PANDA AT THE DOOR Sarah Horne
Callum’s parents keep arguing, his sister is annoying and 
his ninth birthday gift is a certificate for an ‘adopted’ panda 
when all he’d wanted was Lego. Then by a twist of fate, the 
unbelievable happens: Pudding arrives on Callum’s doorstep.

• The first in a new series, fully illustrated by author 	
   Sarah Horne (bestselling illustrator of Charlie 		
   Changes into a Chicken). 

• A modern-day family adventure: Paddington Bear meets 	
  Mary Poppins. 

ISBN 978-1911490-01-2, £6.99 PB, 192pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, Audio US, GER, NLD, RUS

WHITE FOX Chen Jiatong
Dilah is a young white fox who returns home to find 
his mother gravely injured. Before she dies, she tells 
him of a secret treasure with the power to make 
animals human. But wicked blue foxes want it too, and 
will stop at nothing to learn its whereabouts …

• The first book in the White Fox series, a bestseller in    	
   China. 

• The first middle-grade Chinese series ever to be         	
   translated into English. 
ISBN 978-1-912626-08-3, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 9+
WORLD ENGLISH & EXPORT ONLY

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1912626-09-0
£6.99 PB, 256pp, 9+ 

An anthropomorphic delight, 
full of peril, friendship and 
mysticism’ 

FINANCIAL TIMES
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THE ICE GARDEN Guy Jones
Jess is allergic to the sun. She lives in a world 
of shadows, peeking at the other children in the 
playground beyond her curtained house. One night, 
she sneaks out, exploring the empty playground she’s 
longed to visit. Beyond, she discovers a beautiful 
impossibility: a magical garden wrought of ice …

• Shades of classics such as Tom’s Midnight Garden 	
	 and The Secret Garden, contemporary setting yet 	
	 utterly timeless in feel and theme.

ISBN 978-1-911490-04-3, £6.99 PB, 192pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, ANZ, CAN, GER, NLD, RUS, TUR, USA

THE FIRE MAKER Guy Jones
Alex loves magic tricks – and he’s good at them, too. 
But when he stumbles into eccentric Mr Olmos’s back 
garden, he sees a kind of magic he can’t explain: 
three tiny flames floating in the air. Soon, Alex and Mr 
Olmos are swept up in a great adventure of secrets, 
genies and an ancient, bitter rivalry...

• The second middle-grade standalone novel by the 	
	 acclaimed author of The Ice Garden.

ISBN 978-1-911490-67-8, £6.99 PB, 240pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, RUS

THE GREAT ANIMAL ESCAPADE
Jane Kerr 
Danny is happy working at Belle Vue Zoo. But then the 
animals start escaping and, as a former street urchin 
and pickpocket, suspicion falls on him. Now, he must 
untangle the mystery of the great animal escapade in 
order to clear his name. 

• An exciting tale of prejudice, identity and belonging – 	
   highly relevant to contemporary readers.

ISBN 978-1-911490-34-0, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, CHN

THE ELEPHANT THIEF Jane Kerr 
When street urchin Danny accidentally bids for an 
elephant at an Edinburgh auction, he is swept up on an 
unforgettable journey. But soon his shady connections 
threaten to destroy his new-found happiness. Will he 
ever escape his past?

•	A heart-pounding historical adventure with classic 	
	 animal appeal by BBC producer Jane Kerr. 

ISBN 978-1-910655-75-7, £6.99 PB, 416pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS EXC FRANCE. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, CAN, CHN, USA, VNM

TIN Pádraig Kenny
Christopher is ‘Proper’: a real boy with a real soul, 
orphaned in a fire. He works for an engineer, a 
maker of the eccentric, loyal and totally individual 
mechanicals who are Christopher’s best friends. But 
after an accident, Christopher realizes he isn’t as 
Proper as he thought …

•	A thought-provoking and timely novel, with strong 	
	 themes of friendship, war and what it really means to 	
	 be human.
ISBN 978-1-911077-65-7, £6.99 PB, 352pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio US, Audio UK, ANZ, CAN, CHN, ESP, FRA, ITA, KOR, 
POL, ROM, RUS, TUR, TWN, USA

POG Pádraig Kenny
David and Penny arrive in a strange new home in a 
forest. Other creatures live here – magical creatures 
– like Pog. He’s one of the First Folk, tasked with 
protecting the boundary between the worlds. But 
David is drawn into the forest, lured by a darker entity, 
who tells him there’s a way he can bring his dead 
mother back … 
• The highly-anticipated second novel by the author of 	
   the bestselling Tin. 
ISBN 978-1-911490-39-5, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, CHN, KOR, ROM, 
RUS
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PERIL EN POINTE Helen Lipscombe
Milly yearns to dance like her ballerina mum – but 
during the biggest performance of her life, she messes 
up and her mum disappears. Six months on, Milly 
receives an unexpected invitation to join Swan House, 
a prestigious ballet school. Except, this is no ordinary 
ballet school: it’s a school for spies …

•	A funny, thrilling debut novel for middle-grade 		
	 readers: Ballet Shoes meets Murder Most Unladylike 	
	 with a fun, contemporary twist.
ISBN 978-1-910655-79-5, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK & Commonwealth, 
CAT, CZE, ESP, ITA, JPN

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1912626-96-0
£6.99 PB, 256pp, 9+ 

‘… a really fun read, especially 
for fans of Robin Stevens or 
Katherine Woodfine.’

BOOKTRUST

BEETLE BOY M.G. Leonard
Darkus’s dad has disappeared – but his new friend, 
a giant beetle called Baxter, is some consolation. 
Together, boy and beetle set out to investigate his 
father’s disappearance. But a designer with a penchant 
for beetle jewellery is dead set against their success …
• Nevision is developing a live action adaptation of the     	
   trilogy for television with M.G. Leonard as screenplay      	
   writer.

ISBN 978-1-910002-70-4, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ALB, ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, BGR, CAN, CHN, CZE, 
DNK, ESP, EST, FRA, FRO, GEO, GER, HUN, IRN, ITA, JPN, KOR, Latin America, LTU, LVA, NLD, 
POL, ROU, RUS, SRB, SVK, TUR, TWN, SWE, UKR, USA, VNM, ZAF

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-910002-77-3,   
£6.99 PB, 352pp, 10+        

‘Truly great 
storytelling.’
MICHAEL  MORPURGO
on  Beetle Boy

ISBN 978-1-910002-78-0,   
£6.99 PB, 320pp, 10+        

THE HOUSE ON HOARDER HILL
Mikki Lish & Kelly Ngai
When Hedy and Spencer start receiving messages on 
dusty picture frames, Christmas at their grandfather’s 
spooky house turns into a mission to solve an old family 
mystery. Their grandmother disappeared during a magic 
performance many years ago – but where did she go? 
• The debut novel by screenwriter duo.

• TV rights sold to WIIP in conjunction with Sam Raimi       	
  (The Evil Dead; Spider-Man).
ISBN 978-1-912626-21-2, £6.99 PB, 384pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS (EXCL. GER.)  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, CAN, CZE, FIN, FRA, HUN, ITA, POL, 
ROU, RUS, TUR, World Spanish, USA

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1913322-56-4
£6.99 PB, 384pp, 9+ 

‘A ghostly mystery 
that keeps you on 
the edge of your 
seat’ 

BOOKTRUST
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ALICE DENT AND THE INCREDIBLE GERMS 
Gwen Lowe
When Alice Dent gets a cold, she has no idea how 
much trouble it’s about to cause. Because this 
is no ordinary cold: it comes with some seriously 
extraordinary side-effects …

• With its plucky heroine and dastardly villains, this 	
	 book is perfect for younger fans of Dahl, Walliams, 	
	 and The Demon Headmaster.

ISBN 978-1-910002-91-9, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: GER, ITA, KOR, NLD

A SECRET OF BIRDS & BONE
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
In Renaissance Siena, a city ravaged by plague, Sofia’s 
mother carves beautiful mementoes for the grieving 
from the bones of their loved ones. But one day, she 
doesn’t return home. Sofia and her friends follow clues 
carved in bone until they find the terrible truth …     
•  The fourth children’s novel by Times number one 	
    bestselling author Kiran Millwood Hargrave, winner of  	
    the Waterstones’ Children’s Book Prize. 

ISBN 978-1-913322-96-0, £7.99 PB, 336pp 10+
WORLD RIGHTS (EXCL. USA & CAN). RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK & Commonwealth

THE WAY PAST WINTER
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
When Mila’s brother disappears, she believes he’s been 
taken by the Bear, a hooded stranger of legend who 
sought shelter at their home. Mila and her sisters follow 
his trail into the frozen north, determined to find a way 
past winter and bring their brother home.    
• The Way Past Winter combines Kiran’s trademark 	
   lyricism with a wintry folk-tale feel – a gorgeous 		
   literary novel for middle grade readers.

ISBN 978-1-912626-07-6 £6.99 PB, 256pp 10+
WORLD RIGHTS (EXCL. USA & CAN). RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK & 
Commonwealth, CZE, CHN, FRA, GER, ROU, RUS, World Spanish

THE GIRL OF INK & STARS
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
When Isabella’s friend disappears, she volunteers to 
guide the search party. As a mapmaker’s daughter, 
she’s eager to navigate the island. But beneath the 
mountains, a legendary fire demon is awakening … 

•	Winner of the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize.	

•	Over 150,000 copies sold in the UK alone.

ISBN 978-1-910002-74-2, £6.99 PB, 240pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS (EXCL. USA & CAN).  RIGHTS SOLD: ALB, ANZ, Audio UK & Commonwealth, 
BRA, CHN, CZE, FRA, Galicia, HUN, IDN, IRN, ITA, POL, PRT, ROU, RUS, SVK, SWE, TUR, UKR, 
VNM, World Spanish

THE ISLAND AT THE END OF EVERYTHING
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Ami is happy on her beautiful island home, until the 
islanders untouched by sickness are forced to leave.  
Ami is separated from her mother – when she finds a 
strange and fragile hope in a colony of butterflies …

•	Shortlisted for the Costa Children’s Book Award and     	
	 the Blue Peter Book Award. 

ISBN 978-1-910002-76-6, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS (EXCL. USA & CAN).  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, BRA, 
CHN, CZE, POL, ROU, RUS, TUR, TWN, World Spanish

THE BALLOON THIEF
Aneesa Marufu
When Khadija’s father arranges a match, she leaps at a 
chance escape – a hot air balloon fighting its ropes for 
the sky. Soon, she is flying over the desert sands of her 
world, swept up in an adventure of black magic, jinn 
and revolution beyond her wildest dreams …

• A commercial and beautifully uplifting fantasy 		
	 adventure debut by an enthralling new talent, Aneesa 	
	 Marufu, drawing on the author’s South Asian heritage
ISBN 978-1-913696-07-8, £7.99 PB, 350pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS excl. Film. RIGHTS SOLD: CAN, USA
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THE LOOP Ben Oliver
Luka Kane has been inside hi-tech prison the Loop for 
over two years. A death sentence is hanging over his 
head but his day-to-day routine is mind-numbingly 
repetitive. Then everything changes. Soon, Luka has to 
face a new reality: breaking out of the Loop might be his 
only chance to save himself – and the world …     
•  A thrilling UKYA debut from a stunning new talent: 	
   dark, original, twisty and totally unputdownable.
• Themes of power and technology versus love,    		
   friendship and humanity.  
ISBN 978-1-912626-55-7, £7.99 PB, 364pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS (EXCL. CZE). RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, ANZ, CAN, CHN, ESP, 
FRA, GER, ITA, RUS, TWN, USA

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1912626-56-4 
£7.99 PB, 416pp, 14+ 

‘Thrilling and terrifying in 
equal measure’

OBSERVER

THE PECULIAR TALE OF THE 
TENTACLE BOY Richard Pickard
When Marina discovers a boy called William with a head 
of tentacles and crab claws for hands, she resolves to 
help him unravel the mystery of his past. But danger 
lurks among the fishmongers of the seaside town of 
Merlington … 
• The debut novel by Richard Pickard, a fresh new voice   	
   in children’s fiction and winner of the Times/Chicken   	
   House Chairman’s Choice Award 2019. 

ISBN 978-1-913322-39-7, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 9+
WORLD ENGLISH PLUS FILM.

Aug 2021

THE APPRENTICE WITCH James Nicol
Instead of passing her witches’ assessment, Arianwyn is 
declared an apprentice and sent to remote Lull in disgrace 
– then her arch-enemy Gimma arrives, determined to make 
her life a misery. But as a strange darkness begins to haunt 
her spells, Arianwyn realises there’s much more than her 
pride at stake …

•	A bewitching debut set in a world of domestic magic – 		
	 perfect for fans of Diana Wynne Jones or The Worst Witch. 

ISBN 978-1-910655-15-3, £6.99 PB, 352pp, 8+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, Audio US, ANZ, CAN, Catalan, CZE, ESP, 
FILM, FRA, GER, ROU,  RUS, USA

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-910655-97-9,   
£6.99 PB, 352pp, 8+        

ISBN 978-1-910655-98-6,   
£6.99 PB, 352pp, 8+        

‘Great fun.’

BOOKTRUST on
A Witch Alone

HIS ROYAL HOPELESS Chloë Perrin
Robbie is heir to the evilest dynasty in the world: the 
Sinistevils. The thing is, Robbie is … well … nice. He 
embarks on a quest to claim his wicked destiny and 
secure Mother’s pride at last. But Mother has other 
ideas … 
• Funny and original, His Royal Hopeless is the debut 	
   novel of a young and exciting new voice in middle-	
   grade fiction, Chloë Perrin.

ISBN 978-1-913322-30-4, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.

Sep 2021
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THE MIDNIGHT HOUR
Benjamin Read & Laura Trinder
Emily’s parents have vanished into the secret world of 
the Midnight Hour – a Victorian London frozen in time, 
home to magic and monsters. Emily must find them in 
the city of the Night Folk, armed only with a packed 
lunch, a sleepy stowaway hedgehog, and her infamously 
big mouth.   
• An original, quirky fantasy for middle-grade readers     	
   by a fantastically talented duo. 
ISBN 978-1-911490-90-6, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BGR, CAN, CHN, CZE, FILM, FRA, 
GER, HUN, ISR, ITA, KOR, NLD, POL, ROM, RUS, ESP, SWE, USA

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-912626-87-8, 
£6.99 PB, 320pp, 9+ 

ISBN 978-1-912626-88-5 
£6.99 PB, 320pp, 9+ 

MILTON THE MIGHTY Emma Read
When little spider Milton discovers he’s been branded 
deadly on social media – he fears for his life and the 
future of his species. He must clear his name, but is he 
mighty enough to achieve the impossible: convincing 
humankind? 
• The first book in a fresh, funny new series for children 	
   aged seven plus, written by a fantastic debut talent.

• Quirky line illustrations by the brilliant Alex G. Griffiths.

ISBN 978-1-911490-81-4, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 7+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, CHN, IRN, NLD 

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-912626-06-9, 
£6.99 PB, 240pp, 7+ 

‘Seeing the world from 
Milton’s point of view 
brings great humour and 
insight, which combines with 
illustrations from Alex G 
Griffiths to create a charming 
and thoughtful read.’

THE SCOTSMAN

THE SECRET COOKING CLUB 
Laurel Remington
Scarlett is the star and victim of her mum’s blog. When 
she discovers an empty kitchen next door, she begins 
to bake and her life changes for ever. But can she find 
the secret ingredients to cake, family and friendship?

•	A touching story of friendship and family about a girl 	
	 who discovers the secret ingredient to happiness 	
	 through cooking.

ISBN 978-1-910655-24-5, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio US, CAN, CHN, FRA, GER, NLD, POL, SRB, USA

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-911077-74-9,   
£6.99 PB, 272pp, 10+   
   

‘... Jacqueline Wilson for the 
Bake Off generation’

THE TIMES
on The Secret Cooking Club
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THE POLKA DOT SHOP 
Laurel Remington
All Andy wants is to dress like everyone else, but her 
mum’s the owner of a run-down kooky vintage 
boutique, so she’s bound to look – well – different. But 
when Andy finds a gorgeous bag full of designer 
goodies in the storeroom, everything changes …
• Fresh, authentic and totally addictive, this is a novel 	
	 about how real makeovers go so much deeper than 	
	 clothes.

ISBN 978-1-911077-75-6, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: POL

 20 th ANNIVERSARY

DEMELZA AND THE SPECTRE 
DETECTORS Holly Rivers
Demelza loves science, but she’s also inherited a 
distinctly un-scientific skill: Spectre Detecting. When 
Grandma is kidnapped by a mysterious villain, she 
knows Spectre Detecting has something to do with it ...
• The first book in this warm and eccentric middle-grade 	
   mystery series by debut author Holly Rivers.

‘Talking skulls, family feuds, red herrings and a spirited 
(in every sense) heroine.’  DAILY MAIL
ISBN 978-1-912626-03-8 £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, ESP, RUS, WAL

DREAMER BALLERINA Sarah Rubin
A feel-good ballet story to rival Billy Elliot, this
is a heart-warming tale about never giving up on
your dreams.

‘A book grounded in reality that will appeal to young 
readers regardless of their interest in ballet. Sarah 
Rubin has created strong, complex and diverse 
characters in this, her first novel.’ SCOTSMAN

ISBN 978-1-906427-61-0, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, CZE, GER, 
GRE, NLD, POL, USA

SPYLARK Danny Rurlander
Ever since the accident, Tom’s struggled with his 
mobility. But he has a secret escape: Skylark, his 
drone. It’s through Skylark that he stumbles upon a 
terrorist plot – but can he stop it in time? 

• Shortlisted for the Times/Chicken House Children’s 	
   Fiction Competition 2017.

• Swallows and Amazons for a thoroughly modern     	
   readership.

ISBN 978-1-911490-70-8, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, CHN

THE TRUTH ABOUT MARTIANS
Melissa Savage
Mylo knows there’s no such thing as Martians – at 
least, until a flying saucer crash-lands next to his 
family’s New Mexico farm. Desperate to be as brave as 
his older brother Obie – who passed away over a year 
ago – Mylo has to investigate.

• A thrilling story with Savage’s trademark warmth, wit, 	
  and realistic kid characters.

ISBN 978-1-911490-82-1, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
UKC ex. US & CANADA

ANTIGUA DE FORTUNE OF THE HIGH 
SEAS Anna Rainbow & Oli Hyatt
Tiggy is forced to wear dresses, attend balls and 
(worst of all) comb her unruly curls. But then the 
Pirate King strikes, stealing every male child on the 
island. Tiggy knows it is time to claim her destiny, take 
to the high seas and rescue the boys of Fortune …

• A magical, thrilling pirate adventure: fun, feminist,   	
  classic in feel and totally unputdownable.

ISBN 978-1-912626-77-9 £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UKJun 2021
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ON A SCALE OF ONE TO TEN 		
Ceylan Scott
Tamar is admitted to Lime Grove, a psychiatric hospital 
for teenagers, where she’s asked endless questions. 
But there’s one question Tamar can’t – won’t – answer: 
What happened to her friend Iris?

• A shocking, moving and sometimes darkly funny 	
  depiction of life on a psychiatric ward.

ISBN 978-1-911077-24-4, £7.99 PB, 256pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio US, CAN, GER, ITA, POL, USA

THE BURIED CROWN Ally Sherrick
Britain is on the brink of invasion. George is sent to the 
countryside while his brother and guardian, Charlie, 
fights overseas. But the war is closer than he thinks. 
Nearby, an ancient burial ground hides a treasure Hitler 
is desperate to possess. George must find and protect 
it before it’s too late …

•	The second novel by Ally Sherrick, whose debut     	
	 Black Powder won the Historical Novel Association’s 	
	 Young Quills Award 2017.

ISBN 978-1-910655-32-0, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM

BLACK POWDER Ally Sherrick
England, 1605. Twelve-year-old Tom must save his 
father from hanging. He falls in with a mysterious 
stranger who promises to help – but can he be trusted? 
Soon, Tom faces a terrible mission: secure his father’s 
release and stop the assassination of the king …

•	A rip-roaring, beautifully written life-and-death 		
	 quest, packed with history and adventure.

ISBN 978-1-910655-26-9, £6.99 PB, 368pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM

THE QUEEN’S FOOL Ally Sherrick
Cat Sparrow is on the road. She’s following her sister, Meg, 
who was torn from their convent home and sent to Lon-
don. But Cat isn’t like other people – she thinks differently 
– and for a girl like her the world holds many perils …
• An exciting new direction for award-winning 		
	 historical novelist Ally Sherrick, this voice-led Tudor 	
	 adventure is a breath of fresh air.

• Perfect for fans of Emma Carroll and Frances Hardinge.

ISBN 978-1-912626-15-1, £6.99 PB, 368pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK

HOW TO SAVE THE WORLD WITH A 
CHICKEN AND AN EGG Emma Shevah
High-spirited Ivy believes she can talk to animals, while 
Nathaniel, a boarding schoolboy, is obsessed with animal 
facts. They come together unexpectedly on a cold 
English beach with the arrival of a rare and wondrous sea 
creature. Soon they’re on a mission to make a difference 
to the world – even if that’s one animal at a time.
•  A terrific positive-action story in the wake of Greta Thunberg.

ISBN 978-1-910655-47-4, £6.99 PB, 272pp, 8+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English

BIGFOOT, TOBIN & ME Melissa Savage
Lemonade’s mum is dead, and she’s sent to live with her 
grandpa in Bigfoot-obsessed Willow Creek. Here, quirky 
Tobin enlists her as his assistant: he’s the CEO of Bigfoot 
Detectives Inc., and he’s determined to capture a shot 
of the elusive beast on film. But together, they find 
something even more amazing.
• 	A heart-warming adventure about friendship and 		
	 overcoming grief by a stunning new US voice in 		
	 middle-grade fiction.
ISBN 978-1-911077-18-3, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 9+
UKC ex. US & CANADA
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DREAM ON, AMBER Emma Shevah
Amber is facing up to life without Dad. He left when 
she was little, but now she really needs him, and if he 
isn’t coming back she’ll have to dream up other ways 
to sort things out. But replying to her little sister’s 
‘Dear Dad’ letters was definitely not one of her best 
ideas …

•	A funny, moving, beautifully written story of a girl 	
	 coping with her missing dad.

ISBN 978-1-911490-29-6, £6.99 PB, 272pp, 8+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, Audio US & Canada, ESP, FRA, 
GER, ITA, NLD, TUR, USA

DARA PALMER’S MAJOR DRAMA Emma Shevah
When born actress Dara doesn’t get a part in the 
school play, she begins to think it’s because she 
doesn’t look like the other girls in her class. She was 
adopted as a baby from Cambodia. So irrepress-
ible Dara comes up with a plan, and is determined to 
change not just the school, but the whole world too.

•	Optioned for TV by CBBC.

ISBN 978-1-911490-30-2, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 8+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, CAN, DNK, FILM, TUK, USA

WHAT LEXIE DID Emma Shevah
Lexie lives in London with her colourful Greek Cypriot 
family. After the death of their grandmother, she tells 
a terrible, instinctive, jealous lie about an heirloom 
necklace, a lie that splits the family apart. It’s up to 
her to bring the family back together …

•	Astonishing critical success in the US – Emma has 	
	 achieved six starred reviews for her work.

ISBN 978-1-910655-46-7, £6.99 PB, 272pp, 8+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, Audio US & Canada, USA

ROCKOHOLIC C. J. Skuse
Jody loves rock star Jackson Gatlin. But when she 
accidentally kidnaps him with a Curly Wurly, she knows 
she’s gone too far. 

‘… sharp, funny and knowing …’ TELEGRAPH

‘… funny, and accurate about the way teens think and 
speak.’ THE TIMES

‘It blew me away!’ CHRISTINE BAKER, GALLIMARD

ISBN 978-1-906427-52-8, £6.99 PB, 368pp, 14+
RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, FRA, GER, NLD, USA

PRETTY BAD THINGS C. J. Skuse
How do you tell your dad you love him when he’s 
missing? Twins Paisley and Beau find the answer by 
holding up candy stores in Las Vegas ... 

‘… a pretty damn good read.’ TELEGRAPH

‘… hip, anarchic … and effortlessly readable …’  
THE BOOKSELLER

ISBN 978-1-906427-25-2, £6.99 PB, 272pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, 
FRA, GER, GRE, NOR, USA 

DEAD ROMANTIC C. J. Skuse
Best friends, heart-broken Camille and science-geek 
Zoe, plunder graveyards to create the perfect boyfriend 
with hilarious results.

‘The tension and the comedy crack along with a heart-
warming hilarity that is impossible to resist.’ THE TIMES

‘… a sassy and enjoyable black comedy.’  		
TELEGRAPH ONLINE

ISBN 978-1-908435-41-5, £7.99 PB, 352pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD:  ANZ, Audio World English, GER
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SHE WOLF Dan Smith
Ylva, a young Viking girl, is swept by a storm to 
England where she is orphaned. Determined to avenge 
her mother’s death, she tracks the killer north. But 
when a stranger steps in, Ylva has to choose between 
vengeance and trust. 
• A startlingly original, emotional and compelling 		
   adventure set in the Dark Ages. 

• Our unforgettable main character, Viking girl Ylva,    	
   seeks vengeance for her mother’s death. 

ISBN 978-9-10655-93-1 £6.99 PB, 320pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, LTU, RUS

BOY X Dan Smith
Kidnapped and taken to a remote tropical island, Ash 
is faced with crossing the deadly jungle and finding a 
cure for his mother, who’s been infected with a deadly 
disease. As he discovers his own unexpected survival 
skills, he begins to question everything he once knew.

• The start of a new no-holds-barred action survival 	
	 series: Bear Grylls meets The Maze Runner.

ISBN 978-1-909489-04-2, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, 
CAN, GER, USA

BIG GAME Dan Smith
13-year-old Oskari stumbles upon an escape pod 
from shot-down Air Force One, protecting none other 
than the President of the United States. So begins an 
extraordinary survival race against a powerful and 
deadly enemy …

• Major movie released in spring 2015, produced by 	
   Altitude Films and starring Samuel L. Jackson. 

ISBN 978-1-909489-94-3, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD:  ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, Catalan, CHN, DNK, 
ESP, FIN, FRA, GER, HUN, ITA, JPN, NLD, NOR, POL, PRT, ROU, RUS, SWE, THA, TUR, USA, 
VNM

MY FRIEND THE ENEMY Dan Smith
England, 1941. When a German plane crashes near 
where he lives, Peter rushes to the crash site hoping to 
find something to keep. But what he finds instead is an 
injured young German airman in need of his help.
• An exciting and thought-provoking World War II                     	
   adventure for ages 9-12, reissued with a gorgeous new   	
   cover by Jill Calder. 
• Shades of Michael Morpurgo, Michelle Magorian and    	
   Robert Westall.
ISBN 978-1-912626-35-9 £6.99 PB, 368pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio World English, ANZ, CAN, LTU, USA

MY BROTHER’S SECRET Dan Smith
Like all boys his age, Karl Friedman is looking forward 
to joining the Hitler Youth. But when his father is 
killed and his older brother tells him things that leave 
his faith in the Führer shaken, he follows him in a 
dangerous rebellion.

‘Rich in detail, this is a thought-provoking story.’ 	
JULIA ECCLESHARE

ISBN 978-1-909489-03-5, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, CAN, RUS, USA 

BELOW ZERO Dan Smith
Twelve-year-old Zak is plane-wrecked on an abandoned 
research outpost in the Antarctic with his sister and 
parents. Here, a series of nightmarish occurrences 
and bizarre visions suggest a link to something else 
– a presence beneath the ice – which only Zak can 
understand …

• A fresh and exciting thriller by award-winning author 	
   Dan Smith.

ISBN 978-1-910655-92-4, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: GER, POL
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THE HURTING Lucy Van Smit
Nell doesn’t believe in love until she falls for Norwegian 
Lukas. But Lukas has his own dark agenda, and in this 
tale of hidden secrets and shocking twists, he 
manipulates Nell closer to the point of no return. How 
far is she willing to go for love? 

• Unforgettable, thrilling and atmospheric – there’s no 	
	 place to hide in The Hurting’s midnight sun. You’ve 	
	 never read anything like this!

ISBN 978-1-911077-86-2, £7.99 PB, 352pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: GER, POL, RUS, World Spanish

VALENTINE JOE Rebecca Stevens
When fifteen-year-old Rose visits Belgium, she can 
feel the deep scars left there by the Great War. But 
when she hears the sound of marching late at night, 
she does not expect to see the ghosts of the past from 
her window … and one boy in particular.

‘This book packs a powerful emotional punch in just 
150 pages …’ DAILY MAIL 

ISBN 978-1-909489-60-8, £6.99 PB, 160pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio UK, NLD

ROSE IN THE BLITZ Rebecca Stevens
Rose follows her old and muddled Great-Aunt Cosy 
into the London Underground and finds herself 
travelling back in time to war-torn London. Tragedy 
will follow – unless Rose can figure out how to protect 
the future …

•	A heartfelt story for ages 10+, tying in with the 75th 	
	 anniversary of the end of the Blitz in 1941.

ISBN 978-1-910655-54-2, £6.99 PB, 256pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS.

LILY AND THE ROCKETS
Rebecca Stevens
Lily has a job at the munitions factory and a goal-
keeper’s spot with a brand-new women’s football 
team – the Rockets. When the war ends, the girls lose 
their jobs and their football. But Lily refuses to give up 
her dream …

•	Publication coincides with the FIFA Women’s World 	
  	Cup in summer 2019.

ISBN 978-1-912626-12-0, £6.99 PB, 298pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS.

THE SECRET OF NIGHTINGALE WOOD 
Lucy Strange
1919. Henry moves to the countryside with her family, 
grieving her brother’s death. Her only friends are 
characters from her favourite books – until, one 
day, she wanders into the woods and meets Moth, a 
striking witch-like woman. Together, they form a bond 
that could help Henry save her family.

•	A beautifully told debut with a classic feel.

ISBN 978-1-910655-03-0, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio Aus/Can/UK/USA, CAN, CHN, FRA, 
GER, HRV, HUN, IRN, NLD, ROU, TUR, USA

OUR CASTLE BY THE SEA                
Lucy Strange
England is at war. Growing up in a lighthouse, eleven-
year-old Pet’s world has been one of storms, secret 
tunnels and stories about sea monsters. But now the 
clifftops are a terrifying battleground, and her family 
is torn apart …

•	A haunting wartime tale, woven through with an    	
   unforgettable legend. 
ISBN 978-1-911077-83-1, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, Audio US & Canada,
 CHN, HUN, NLD, ROM, TUR, USA
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THE GHOST OF GOSSWATER
Lucy Strange
The Earl of Gosswater has died, and Agatha has 
been cast out of her ancestral home by her cruel 
cousin, Clarence. In a tiny tumbledown cottage, she 
struggles to adjust to her new life. And on the shores 
of Gosswater lake, the spirit of another young girl will 
not rest …
•  The third novel by acclaimed, bestselling author Lucy 	
	 Strange; echoes of A Little Princess and Daphne Du 	
	 Maurier’s Rebecca.
ISBN 978-1-911077-84-8, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UKC, CAN, HUN, RUS, USA,
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SISTERS OF THE LOST MARSH
Lucy Strange
When the Full Moon Fayre makes a rare visit to 
Hollow-in-the-Marsh, six sisters slip out to see the 
famous Shadow Man, an enigmatic puppeteer. 
Afterwards, the oldest sister Grace is missing. Can 
twelve-year-old Willa save her sister from one fate and 
yet outrun her own?
• The thrilling new novel from acclaimed author Lucy 	
   Strange, author of the Waterstones Prize-shortlisted    	
   Our Castle by the Sea.
ISBN 978-1-913322-37-3 £7.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: CAN, USA.

FROSTFIRE Jamie Smith
Sabira embarks on a dangerous pilgrimage to the top 
of her mountain home. When a huge avalanche traps 
her on the glacier and destroys the pass, she must face 
up to the merciless mountain – but there are dark and 
fiery secrets hiding in its depths …

• Shortlisted for the Times/Chicken House Children’s     	
   Fiction Competition, Frostfire is a unique and   	    	
   compelling middle-grade survival fantasy.

ISBN 978-1-911077-87-9, £6.99 PB, 288pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: Audio US, CAN, GER, TUR, USA

Oct 2021

THE SOUND OF WHALES Kerr Thomson
On a remote Scottish island, three children make a 
shocking discovery: two bodies on the beach, a 
whale and a man. Fraser and Hayley see it as the start 
of an adventure, but sensitive Dunny is distraught. 
What happened on the water just isn’t natural … and 
only by watching the whales can it be put right.

•	Winner of the Times/Chicken House Children’s 		
	 Fiction Competition 2014.

ISBN 978-1-910002-27-8, £6.99 PB, 320pp, 10+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, CHN, ITA, 
USA

THE RISE OF WOLVES Kerr Thomson
Innis Munro is walking home across the bleak 
wilderness of Nin Island when he hears the chilling 
howl of a wolf. But there are no wolves on the 
island – not since they were hunted to extinction, 
centuries ago. As long-buried secrets resurface, Innis’s 
adventure truly begins …

• 	A classic, atmospheric adventure set on an  		
	 enchantingly remote Scottish island.

ISBN 978-1-911077-69-5, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 11+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  

THE HOWLING HAG MYSTERY 
Nicki Thornton
When there’s a murder in Twinhills and a hag is heard 
howling at the inn, Raven Charming realizes she may 
not be the only secret witch in the village. With the 
help of boy sleuth Mortimer Scratch, and talking cat 
Nightshade, she sets out to solve her first magical 
mystery.
• Bestselling middle-grade author Nicki Thornton,          	
   author of The Last Chance Hotel, embarks on a 		
   fantastical new mystery series!
ISBN 978-1-913322-70-0 £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.
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Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-910655-97-9,   
£6.99 PB, 384pp, 8+       
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM.  

ISBN 978-1-912626-60-1   
£6.99 PB, 384pp, 8+        
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. 

‘[A] hoot of a 
genre mashup …’
THE OBSERVER on 
The Last Chance Hotel

THE LAST CHANCE HOTEL 
Nicki Thornton
Seth is the oppressed kitchen boy at the remote Last 
Chance Hotel. But when a strange gathering of 
magicians arrives for dinner, their leader is poisoned. 
A locked-room murder investigation ensues – and Seth 
is the main suspect. 

• A magical locked-room murder mystery: Agatha 		
	 Christie meets Harry Potter.

ISBN 978-1-911077-67-1, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, CAN, CHN, CZE, 
ESP, FRA, GER, HUN, IRA, ITA, KOR, NLD, POL, ROU, RUS, SWE, TUR, TWN, USA 

THE PURE HEART Trudi Tweedie
When Iseabail is employed by a wealthy merchant 
to be his daughter’s companion, she’s transported 
from her humble island home to a grand house in 
the Scottish borderlands. Why has she really been 
summoned here? And will she ever make it back home?

• A stunningly atmospheric YA Elizabethan horror set 	
  in the Scottish borderlands, written with a unique and     	
  original voice.
ISBN 978-1-912626-00-7, £7.99 PB, 288pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. 

THE CHILDREN OF THE QUICKSANDS 
Efua Traoré
In a remote Nigerian vlllage, Simi is desperate to 
uncover a family secret. But it’s when she’s caught 
in the red quicksand of a forbidden lake that her 
adventure truly begins ...

• Beautifully explores themes of grief and belonging.

• Children of the Quicksands won the 2019 Times/		
  Chicken House Children’s Fiction Competition.

ISBN 978-1-913322-36-6, £6.99 PB, 336pp, 9+
WORLD RIGHTS PLUS FILM. RIGHTS SOLD: Audio UK, CAN, USA

NUMBERS Rachel Ward
Jem sees numbers in people’s eyes – the dates they will 
die. But when the same date keeps reappearing, she 
knows something terrible is about to happen. 

•	More than 650,000 copies sold worldwide.

•	Film rights sold to Warp Films.

‘Utterly compelling.’ SUNDAY TELEGRAPH

ISBN 978-1-905294-93-0, £6.99 PB, 304pp, 14+
WORLD RIGHTS.  RIGHTS SOLD: ANZ, Audio World English, BRA, CAN, Catalan, CHN, CZE, 
DEN, ESP, EST, FILM, FRA, GER, HUN, IDN, ITA, KOR, Latin America, NLD, POL, PRT, ROU, RUS, 
SVK, SWE, THA, TUR, TWN, USA

Also in 
the series:

ISBN 978-1-906427-30-6, 
£6.99 PB, 352pp, 14+

ISBN 978-1-906427-66-5, 
£6.99 PB, 256pp, 14+

Jul 2021
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