
Answer key for the practice activity on pages 154–158:

Text Running Record Count Information Used
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CLOSING THOUGHT

Analyzing running records for missed and self-corrected high-frequency words is important 
because it helps you decide which words students need to practice. Also, voluminous 
reading and writing exposes children to high-frequency words and helps them see those 
words in meaningful connected text. 

Until words are automatic, children may make errors, such as reading this for that,  
and ignore the errors because the words look similar and have virtually the same 
meaning. Eventually, the child needs to shift from making and not recognizing errors 
to monitoring for errors and self-correcting. Only then will they become automatic and 
accurate readers. Analyzing running records over time can reveal this progression. Be sure 
to document the increase in the number and types of words a child knows. There are a 
number of ways to do that, for example, using the Sight Word Checklists in The Next Step 
Forward in Word Study and Phonics (Richardson and Dufresne, 2019). When you couple that 
information with running record analysis, you can monitor students’ progress and make 
informed instructional decisions. 
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Text Running Record Count Information Used
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Text Running Record Count Information Used
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