
 
 

Grade 5 • Teaching Informational Writing: Clarity and Focus With Big Cats • Ruth Culham and Libby Jachles
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Literature and Lessons for Narrative,
Informational, and Opinion Writing

From Simple to Stellar
Look at the chart of words and phrases taken from Big Cats. Some words and 
phrases are not as clear, vivid, or powerful as other words. Write one sentence 
about big cats as predators that uses some of these simpler words and phrases. 
Then write a second sentence about big cats as predators using some of the more 
powerful words and phrases from the chart below or examples from class. 

Which sentence is more exciting? How are your sentences different from each other? 
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creeps close prey fearsome rushing charges

spring concentrates big

ground advance jump

freeze cats powerful forelegs

plan walks waits

1. My Simple Sentence

2. My Stellar Sentence


