
Grade 5 • Teaching Informational Writing: Structure and Features With Big Cats • Ruth Culham and Libby Jachles
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Literature and Lessons for Narrative,
Informational, and Opinion Writing

And So They Grow 
Part 1 Use time clues to help you put the events in order by placing the letter in 
the left column next to the correct number in the right column.

Big Cat Growth Cubs Grow Events 
in Order by Number

a. In two or three weeks, the cubs become active but rely on 
mother’s milk for food.

1.

b. �Lion cubs are introduced to the pride at about two months old; 
they help protect the young lions.

2.

c. �Cubs are born blind and cannot see for the first one or two 
weeks. 

3.

d. �By two months, the cubs eat meat their mother brings. 4.

e. �Playing develops the skills and coordination they will need to 
catch prey later.

5.

f. �Cubs begin to chase small animals and share the mother’s kill. 6.

g. �The mother will move the cubs many times and carry them to a 
new den if she thinks they are in danger.

7.

h. �Big-cat mother finds a safe place for a den: rocky cave, hollow 
log, bushes, tall grasses, or secret high shelf on a mountain cliff.

8.

i.  �Most cubs will be one to two years old before they are ready to 
leave their mother.

9.

j.  �Cubs play near the den, practicing their pouncing. 10.

Go-Along Page 2

Part 2 Are there any facts and details listed on this page that you’d like to know 
more about? If so, where might you go to find this information?


