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Grade 2 • Teaching Opinion Writing: Claim/Opinion With Surprise! • Ruth Culham and Libby Jachles
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Literature and Lessons for Narrative,
Informational, and Opinion Writing

R.A.F.T.S. for Write-On Page 1

You are one of the animals—Bear, Squirrel, or Raccoon. 
You felt so sad when the family decided to leave, even 
though you had planned such a splendid surprise party 
for them. You decide to try to save the day by making a 
quick announcement through the FSS (Forest Speaker 
System), convincing the family that your and your friends’ 
intentions were good and that they should stay. Be 
sure to state your opinion clearly and give at least one 
reason why you feel that way. Then you’ll be ready for the 
loudspeaker!

R.A.F.T.S. PROMPT

Role: Bear, Squirrel, or Raccoon

Audience: Family of campers

Format: Brief announcement

Topic: What you learned from the experience and  
how you feel about the family leaving before the party

Strong Verb: state

Teacher Resource


