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Eric Litwin’s Website 
Eric Litwin is a former third-grade teacher and the # 1 New York Times best-selling original author of the Pete the Cat series, as well as the author of The Nuts and Groovy Joe. Eric's books have sold over 13 million copies, been translated into 17 languages, and won 26 literacy awards including a Theodor Geisel Seuss Honor Award. Learn more about Eric’s books, music, and performances at www.ericlitwin.com.


Dr. Gina Pepin’s Website
Gina Pepin holds an Ed.D. in Teacher Leadership and a master’s in Reading, Literacy, and Assessment. She is the 2018–2019 Upper Michigan Teacher of the Year. She is currently a K–3 reading teacher in Escanaba, Michigan, and an online instructor of graduate literacy courses at GCU and NMU. She resides in Gladstone, Michigan, with her husband and three children. 
Learn more about Dr. Gina’s teaching ideas at www.ginapepin.com.




Chapter 1: Strengthen the Roots of Reading 

The American Academy of Pediatrics
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has conducted large-scale reviews of academic and medical research papers on reading with young children. It has concluded that shared reading experiences, between children and cherished caregivers, are critical for children to reach their full language, cognitive, and social-emotional potential. Here are some articles we found helpful: 

	“Quality Early Education and Child Care From Birth to Kindergarten” abstract. 

	“State of the Art Review: Poverty and the Developing Brain” abstract. 

	“Evidence Supporting Early Literacy and Early Learning” resource list. 

	“Talk, Read, Sing: Early Language Exposure as an Overlooked Social Determinant of 	Health” abstract.  

The National Assessment of Educational Progress 
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is part of the National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES). This is an important place to review “our nation’s report card.” Use the site’s navigation tool to learn more about reading scores. 

The National Center for Children in Poverty 
The National Center for Children in Poverty (NCCP) offers statistics on childhood poverty for our country. We found their data to be very helpful. 

CDC: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control
The CDC National Center for Injury Prevention and Control has important information on adverse childhood experiences (ACEs). Here are some helpful resources. 

Annie E. Casey Foundation
This wonderful organization shares important statistics regarding child well-being. We found their 2019 Kids Count Data Book very helpful. 

The Reading and Literacy Discovery Center at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
The Reading and Literacy Discovery Center at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital is dedicated to improving literacy and reading. Educators there conduct research, provide assessments, and offer evidence-based interventions.  

	“Storytime a ‘Turbocharger’ for a Child’s Brain” study. 

The New York Times
“Screen Use Tied to Children’s Brain Development. Klass, P. (2019, November 4), article.

Mindset: The New Psychology of Success by Carol Dweck
This is a must read, promoting a positive outlook to academic growth. Dr. Gina has used Dweck’s ideas to help her successfully encourage her students. Check out this book and Dweck’s other books and publications. 
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Chapter 2: Help Children Love Books and Enjoy Reading

International Literacy Association 
This is an outstanding organization dedicated to promoting literacy around the world. Its research-based position papers are an incredible source of information and insight. In Chapter 2, where we discuss reading challenges, we reference an ILA paper called “Children Experiencing Reading Difficulties.” Please select the links below to see that paper and others.
	ILA main site
	ILA paper “Children Experiencing Reading Difficulties” 
	Position Statements, Briefs, and Papers

Designing Your Classroom Library
Here are Dr. Gina’s favorite guides for building classroom libraries: 
	Scholastic 
	Reading Rockets  
	Teaching Channel 

Stocking Your Lending Library: 
Here are helpful links Dr. Gina recommends for maintaining your classroom:

	18 Free (or Cheap) Ways to Stock Your Classroom Library: Fill the shelves and foster a 	love of reading. 

Meemic Year-Round Grants: Meemic does amazing things for teachers in Georgia, Illiniois, Wisconsin, and Michigan. For example, it sponsored Dr. Gina’s transportation while she was Regional Teacher of the Year so that she could travel back and forth across Michigan!

	Donor’s Choose: Teachers can sign up for donations on this website. 


Recommended Resources: 

How to Choose Outstanding Multicultural Books
Visit this site to learn more about choosing multicultural books for your classroom and lending library. 

Pre-K Pages
Vanessa Levin’s website is a fantastic place to view, download, and purchase classroom labels for dramatic play and centers, lesson plans, and so much more! 

Sparklebox
This website provides a large toolbox of free educational resources to infuse your classroom with precious print. You will find, for example, resources for using a whiteboard and journal writing prompts. You will also find editable classroom labels, multi-language posters, and much more, here.  


Instructional Videos: 

Meet Amberly, From One Word to Speaking! Eric talks about his experience with Amberly, who was on her way from using single words to full sentences, thanks to shared reading experiences. View video.  

Meet Ashton, Predictive Reading. Ashton is somewhere between predictive reading and pre-reading, but those terms don’t really matter. What does matter is his joy and learning, and understanding that his reading is a critical step toward conventional reading. View video. 

Little Girls Read Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes. This little girl is predictive/pre-reading Eric’s best-selling book. Like all of his books, this is designed to promote joyful and engaging shared reading experiences. View video.  
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The American Academy of Pediatrics
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has conducted large-scale reviews of academic and medical research papers on reading with young children. (See Chapter 1 for more information.) 

American Psychological Association
The American Psychological Association (APA) is a scientific organization with excellent research on neurological development and learning, including brain scans (neuroimaging). 

Pivotal Research in Early Literacy: Foundational Studies and Current Practices, edited by Christina M. Cassano and Susan M. Dougherty 
This incredible collection explains the key research in early literacy and effective and ineffective practices. It is also an enjoyable read. 

The Joy & Power of Reading: A Summary of Research and Expert Opinion by Dr. Lois Bridges
Dr. Lois Bridges is an editor and researcher at Scholastic, Inc. In fact, she is the content editor of our book. Her work on joyful reading is insightful and grounded in research. Her research publication The Joy & Power of Reading was very helpful for this book. 

Reach Out and Read
A pediatric literacy program that grants providers the training, resources, and materials to promote read-alouds at home, Reach Out and Read is supported by the American Academy of Pediatrics. Find a site near you. Visit the Reach Out and Read website and explore its program research. 

Read and Rise
This program provides family and community literacy workshops, as well as resources and materials, to teach families the importance of reading together. Visit the website and read the brochure. 

Great Start Collaborative: Delta-Schoolcraft County
See how Dr. Gina’s local Great Start agency supports literacy and school readiness in her area. Tara Weaver and Laurie Mold do an exemplary job providing opportunities for families to learn and grow. 
	Great Start Collaborative (Delta-Schoolcraft County)

	Great Start Parent Coalition 

	Joyful Activities: Love for Learning 
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Chapter 4: Teach Like a Reading Superhero! 

The Neuroscience Behind Stress and Learning
Neuroscience (brain-based) research shows us that active student engagement and enjoyable human interactivity profoundly enhance shared reading experiences. Article.  

American Psychological Association
Research in Brain Function and Learning: Brains grow at different rates for individual children. This article highlights the importance of matching instruction to a child’s maturity level. 


Instructional Video:

Read to and With Your Students, Stephanie Harvey. View video.  
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Social Stories
This website includes links to social stories you can use to support the social-emotional needs of your students. You can also create your own social stories here by using shared graphics and images. The site also allows you to utilize its Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS), often used to support students with disabilities, to create social stories to meet the diverse range of abilities in your classroom, and much more.  

Social Stories in Many Languages
Look for other resources that support students in your classroom who are learning other languages. For example, this site offers several social stories in both English and Spanish.

Recommended Reading: 
Every Child a Super Reader: 7 Strengths to Open a World of Possible by Pam Allyn and Ernest Morrell
Pam Allyn and Ernest Morrell write about the importance of focusing on the 7 strengths children need to develop a reading identity, feel passionate about reading, and grow as ‘super readers.’ Published by Scholastic.  

From Striving to Thriving: How to Grow Confident, Capable Readers by Stephanie Harvey and Annie Ward
Harvey and Ward share practical, engaging ways to inspire striving readers through optimal experiences. Published by Scholastic.  

Scholastic Story Starters Adventure: Here is an interactive website to support language and literacy activities in your classroom. Use the story or writing starters to prompt storytelling, journaling, and so much more! 


Instructional Videos: 

Meet Nora, Music as the Spark. View video.  
Eric Litwin's Free Songs and Dances Downloads. Song and dance downloads. 
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Ella Jenkins
A great way to learn interactive techniques is to study the work of the first lady of children’s folk songs, Ella Jenkins. The same interactive techniques she uses in her songs can be adapted to the classroom for amazing learning outcomes.

Sing Song Yoga
See how yoga is used in daycare centers, preschools, and early elementary schools.

The Learning Groove
You can find exciting interactive song lyrics, activities, coloring pages, sheet music, and guitar chords for over 100 songs at this free website created by Eric Litwin and Michael Levine.  

Picture Books
· Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen
· Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. 
· Groovy Joe: Ice Cream & Dinosaurs by Eric Litwin  
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Pre-K Pages
Visit Pre-K Pages for drama-center printables and preschool units and activities. See Vanessa Levin’s videos and 7 Tips for Reading Aloud to Kids. 

Resources for Read-Alouds
· The Ramped-Up Read Aloud by Maria Walther
· Read Aloud Handbook, Eighth Edition, revised by Jim Trelease
· The Artful Read-Aloud: 10 Principles to Inspire, Engage and Transform Learning by Rebecca Bellingham
· The Ultimate Read-Aloud Resource, Second Edition, by Lester L. Laminack

Picture Books 
· Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin
· The Word Collector by Peter Reynolds
· The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi
· My Name Is Yoon by Helen Recorvits
· Hope by Isabell Monk

Recommended Sites for Downloadables, Videos, and Guides 
Read Aloud 15 Minutes: Pages of printable PDFs, posters, bookmarks, activities centered on the importance of reading aloud. Find here.   

Reading Rockets: Start With a Book: Read. Explore. Learn!: read-loud PDFs, downloadables, guides, hands-on activities, tips, and second language information. Find here. 
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American Pediatric Association
This link provides literacy resources and handouts for patients and families, based on age level. 

Chapter from Pivotal Research in Early Literacy: Foundational Studies and Current Practices, edited by Christina M. Cassano and Susan M. Dougherty 
This free preview includes Chapter 4,“Reconceptualizing Alphabet Learning and Instruction, which focuses on the alphabetic principle.

Timothy V. Rasinski’s The Megabook of Fluency: Strategies and Texts to Engage All Students, coauthored with Melissa Chessman Smith, and his resource website.  

Dr. Sam Bommarito’s blog. 

Eric Litwin and Michael Levine’s The Learning Groove. 


Recommended Resources: 

Babies Need Words Every Day: Talk, Read, Sing, Play by the Association of Library Service to Children (ALSC) 
This website includes shareable resources designed to increase young children’s oral language and vocabulary. This site includes beautiful posters, in both English and Spanish, that “deliver simple, effective rhymes, games and other suggestions for immediate, enriching ways to communicate with babies.” 

Reading Rockets 
This resource has a large bank of resources for parents, families, and teachers that focuses on early language and literacy development. 

	Reading Rocket resource guides.  
	Guides from other organizations. 
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Book Lists: 

Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC): Notable Children’s Books, Book List 

International Literacy Association (ILA): Children’s Choices Reading List

Good Reads: Multicultural Picture Books for the Classroom: Picture books from a wide range of cultures, for preschool and elementary students, Book List 

Reading Rocket Book Lists by Age/Grade Level: Great Read Alouds for Kids: Babies to Grade 3, Book List 


Instructional Video:

Reading Rockets provides webcasts, instructional videos, research, and reports on reading aloud. View video. 










