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I wanted people to understand 
what it means to have your mind 
fall apart and try to pick up the 
pieces again.

So much of it deals with 
firsts—first love, first 
heartache, first loss.

Gabi is a lot like me. She 
is, however, braver than I 
ever was.

Poetry swooped down, 
grabbed me by the arms, 
lifted me up, and I’ve been 
soaring ever since.

—Neal Shusterman

—Jennifer Niven 

—Isabel Quintero

—Kwame Alexander
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