
summer reading

Kid Reading by  the Numbers
What are kids reading these days? Scholastic did the research!

In fall 2012, Scholastic, in conjunction with Harrison Group, 
conducted a survey of 1,074 children ages 6–17 and their  
parents to learn about family attitudes and behaviors regard-

ing reading. We discovered some surprising shifts since the 
survey was last conducted in 2010. Below, we’ve shared some key 
findings from the Kids & Family Reading Report (4th edition) that 
you, as teachers, should find of interest and might even be able 
to use to your advantage!

The percentage 
of kids who 
have read an 
e-book has 
almost doubled 
since 2010.

of parents think kids 
their child’s age should 
read over the summer.

Number of books parents 
think kids should read 
over the summer.

Number of books kids 
say they read over the 
summer. 

of kids say 
they are 
more likely 
to finish a 
book that 
they have 
chosen 
themselves.

of children say they 
read a book (or books) 
over the summer.
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Half of kids ages 
9–17 say they 
would read more 
books for fun if 
they had greater 
access to e-books 
(a 50% increase 
since 2010).

of kids who have not read an 
e-book are interested in doing so 
(including 67% of kids ages 9–11).

THe PareNT FaCTOr
More parents 
are saying 
their child 
does not 
spend enough 
time reading 
for fun.

Parents who build reading into 
kids’ daily routines have better 
success getting them to read.

of parents have bought a book for 
their child in the past 6 months  
(13 books on average).
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SHiFTiNg aTTiTuDeS
The importance 
of reading books 
for fun has 
spiked upward 
for boys, even  
as it has dipped  
for girls.

More than half of 
kids say they’re 
reading an equal 
mix of fiction and 
nonfiction at school.

girls

girls

Mostly nonfiction 

Mostly fiction  

An equal mix

among boys and 
girls who read 
books for fun  
frequently (5–7  
days a week), the 
gender gap emerges 
in high school.
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infrequent 
readers 16%
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17%
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“ Reading 
is fun 
when it’s 
something  
I like to 
learn 
about.”

— 9-year-old girl, 
North Carolina

“ I like 
picking 
out 
library 
books 
with 
my 
mom.” 
—9-year-old 
girl, Virginia

“It’s cool to read books on an e-reader.”
            —11-year-old boy, New Jersey

To learn more about the Kids & Family Reading Report, 
visit mediaroom.scholastic.com/kfrr.
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