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Reader-Response Triple Scoop

The ability to compare stories to our own lives—as well as to other books and the
world at large—is an imperative part of effective comprehension. This ice-cream
graphic organizer provides an appetizing format to help children practice making
meaningful connections about the books they read.

Using the Graphic Organizer
1 Choose any picture book to use with this graphic organizer.
2 Gather children around you and introduce the book. Discuss

MEETS THESE STANDARDS
Uses the general skills and strategies of the
reading process

the title, author, and cover art. Then, read the story slowly

Know the basic characteristics of familiar genres

and clearly.

Relates stories to personal experiences

3 Place the graphic organizer on an easel so that everyone can
see it.

4 Ask: “What does this graphic organizer look like?” (three
scoops of ice cream) Explain to children that you will be filling
in each “scoop” of the treat with a personal response to the
story you have just read together.

5 Use a dry-erase marker to write the name of the book at the
bottom of the chart.

6 Point to the top scoop of ice cream, labeled “Self/This story
made me feel…” Invite volunteers to discuss their personal
feelings about the story. Validate everyone’s opinions and
explain that no two readers have exactly the same response to a
story. Then, choose one child’s statement to record on the chart,
along with his or her name.

7 Point to the middle scoop of ice cream labeled “Book/This
story reminded me of…” Invite volunteers to discuss books that
this one reminded them of and why. Again, validate everyone’s
opinions. Then, choose one child’s statement to record on the
chart, along with his or her name.

8 Point to the bottom scoop of ice cream labeled “World/This
story made me think…” Invite volunteers to discuss how the
story relates to their world at large. Again, validate everyone’s
opinions. Then, choose one child’s statement to record on the
chart, along with his or her name.

9 When the chart is complete, review the information. Guide
children to understand that personal responses to stories are as
unique as ice cream preferences—and that’s a great thing! After
all, the world would be a very boring place if everyone favored
vanilla and had the exact same reaction to a book.

10 Display the completed graphic organizer and book on an
easel or chalk-ledge so that children can explore it throughout
the day. Then, wipe clean with a damp cloth to use again.

EXTENDING LEARNING WITH THE REPRODUCIBLE
After completing the Reader-Response Triple Scoop together,
make photocopies of the graphic organizer to the right for
children to use on their own with any title they choose. (TIP: If
children are too young to write fluently, invite them to draw or
dictate their responses.)

SUGGESTED TITLES
The Elves and the Shoemaker by Jacob Grimm
(Chronicle, 2003)
Koala Lou by Mem Fox (Voyager Books, 1994)
Pigsty by Mark Teague (Scholastic, 1994)

