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Juvenile Population Statistics (2003) 
 

1 At the beginning of the 21st century, 1 in 4 U.S. residents was under age 18 

 
2 The juvenile population is increasing similarly to other segments of the population  

For 2002, the U.S. Census Bureau estimated that 72,894,500 persons in the United States 

were under the age of 18, the age group commonly referred to as juveniles.  

 

3 The juvenile population reached a low point in 1984, at 62.5 million, then grew each year 

through 2002, increasing 17%. Current projections indicate that the juvenile population will 

continue to grow throughout the 21st century. The Census Bureau estimates that it will increase 

14% between 2000 and 2025—about one-half of one percent per year.  

 

4 By 2050, the juvenile population will be 36% larger than it was in 2000. In 2002, juveniles 

were 25% of the U.S. resident population. The Census Bureau estimates that this proportion will 

remain essentially constant through at least 2050; i.e., the relative increases in the juvenile and 

adult populations will be equivalent during the first half of the 21st century.  
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Chart 1:   

Analysis of the change in the percentage of arrests of juveniles vs. adults from 1994-2003. 
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Chart 2:   

Data analysis: Juvenile Arrest Trends (Murder, Forcible Rape, Robbery, Aggravated Assault) 

1981-2005 
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Chart 3:   

Data analysis: Juvenile Arrest Trends (Burglary, Larceny-Theft, Motor Vehicle Theft, Arson) 

1981-2005 
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Chart 4:   

Bar Graph: Percentage of juvenile arrests for crimes committed in 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


