
about their partner (e.g., “Tony likes
vanilla ice cream” or “John’s favorite
sport is hockey”). Have students back
their booklets with a sheet of construc-
tion paper, being careful to glue down
only the last of each booklet page.
Give each pair a chance to share their
booklets, then display around the room.

Extending the Theme
A great way to continue the bridge
theme throughout the school year is
to create “bridges to the community.”
Assist your students in designing and
launching a service project, such as a
food or clothing drive or a fundraiser
for a charity they’ve researched and
chosen. They might also visit a soup

kitchen, nursing home, or hospital. 
For a more literal extension for

middle graders, you can focus on the
math and science of bridges. Simple
classroom demonstrations—with craft
sticks, a Slinky toy, etc.—can explain
tension and compression, while field
trips to real bridges can inspire more
detailed model building. Encourage
students to keep journals to record all
that they learn during the process. ■

FAVORITE BRIDGE BOOKS                  
● Those Building Men, by Angela

Johnson (Scholastic, 2000).

● Bridges Are to Cross, by Philemon

Sturges (Penguin Putnam, 2000).

● Bridges!: Amazing Structures to Design,

Build and Test, by Carol Johmann and

Elizabeth J. Rieth 

(Williamson Publishing Co., 1999).

● Bridges, by Etta Kaner (General

Distribution Services, 1997).

● Bridges: A History of the World’s Most

Famous and Important Spans, by Judith

Dupre (BD&L, 1996).

● The Little Red Lighthouse and the

Great Gray Bridge, by Hildegarde Hoyt

Swift (Harcourt, 1974).

BRIDGE WEB SITES
How Bridges Work

● www.howstuffworks.com/bridge.htm

● www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/bridge/

Bridge Photos

● www.bridgesite.com/bridgephoto.htm 

● http://nisee.berkeley.edu/godden

● http://bridgepros.com

INSTRUCTOR REPRODUCIBLE

Bridge of Friendship
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