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Renewable energy overview (see our bulletin insert, bt
articles for more specific details about the issue).

Energy created from constant available resources like sun anc
Cuts down on C0, emissions made from ab oul
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Imple/nwntmg Idea

Challenging Others

We created a lesson plan for our school to inform the y«
our project and encourage them to be mindful of their ene
is providing solar energy house kits and an “energy-ware” bike
different types of light bulbs. These tools will make our lesson m -4“

exciting and provide interactive experience fo T 4

We plan to challenge the 7t" grade to continue ra
for our school next year when we’re gone. vill
and all that we did with them and explain id '
that we did not get to this year.

We contacted Madison Gas and Electric and our te
Community Education Manager on ¢ half to exp
opportunities with them. e 8C artner wit
ways (sé e prc galle ation.) :
'  off ourse fo

I 1 the topic
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We contacted Tim Tyna ne UW-Madison
Technology Enhanced Lea g : producing our
documentary video to share our story. We plan to documentary
schools, pIay it at the MG&E professional develop

) YouTube and SchoolTube with the hopes oiring other
e an energy change like we ¢
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Responding to the ecological challenge

St. James School
team competes
in national contest

By Kok Woggar
Catholic'Harald St

_ MADISON — A tam of

‘schools
‘chance to win $30,000.

and eighth-grade science teacher
e cgeh grade lgion snd

-nmunwuwmw she
said. It engaged them a5 2 topic
that mattens, and they could see
that — it made an impaci on

Developing a plen
The project came into being
when, near the beginning of the
year. Pignotts splt the eighth-
grade dlass into two groups of
Seht and assgned each team to
come up with an action plan that
would address different environ-
mental dlements, according 1o the
Lexus Eco Challenge: landwate

otber team locked at rencwable
poveidon
Each team resean i top
s thoroughly, collctivly decid

address, and brought in o inter-
viewed expertsin the ields.
The team working on an edu-

They developed a
with the bep o Ryn Frng, o
owner tadison-based

The egtth grade
Chaberge,

pancls to cffct the energy wage at
a school such as St James. One
solar panel would cost $7,000 and,
according to the rescarch done by
the team, would pay itsef off in
only cight years.

For 2 school with only 195 stu-
dents, this seemed like 2 goal w00

mate challenge to become one of  rewards for the winning tcarn and

—cighteach  the solar panel the team may be
from middie school and high  ableto eam for the school, though.
said the projects were &

5

school teams. Each winning team
received $10000 in grants and  good leamning expericnce for het
scholarshi whole dass. In their teams they

ps. y
“Two thousand dollars of that  Jearned how 1o work together fora
amount will be set aside by the

“When we thought of it, we

il think wed dart g the
money”  aid

Andres Wright,

one of the solar || Make a difference

associate at St Paul University

™ Catholic Center in Madiscn, the

team leamed the basics of

- fardraising and developed a plan

1o raise the amount for ooe solar
pan.

flip Film Productions, a video now
avaidable online.

The team working on renew-

sble energy sources parrowed

down their focus 1 solac pancls

and spoke to representatives st
5 and Electric

Madison G
mine the feasibility of

asing solar

January,
team et ot ot o plodge
school families u:d
m\d dseveral thoosand in

Pﬂﬂl\q the challenge
ln midebruary the scar
pancl project passed t

ar panel project, 3
which raies the tota fnds for the  leamed the. various skills they
y $5,500.
By March 14, action. She bad confiden
they

The sl s e 0 G- group of kids” Pignorti said. -1
g i meney o puchess né id to them, when we were send-
ol a sl paed 20 oo Sohod the projects i, 1 don't know
o Madtm,For or oo o these other groups and what they
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ety ot 1ou upagtnt them

win ) guess | wasa't far off”

experience has akso decp-
ened the students’ understanding
o their e in protectng God'e
ships, and two grand-prize-win-  <Tex
g teams will rceive $30,000.

Being stewards of the carth

School team has come  important, Wiight i
A, i P “Praring helps buid you spisi-
tional outreach oo their  tally” Wallace said, "but then you
solar pancl project with We Encr-  have to go out and take leadentip
gies, develop 2 video with the help Mﬂw-smmv-hum for him and
of a videographer school parent,  Protectiog be made.
nd gtk faadeiting 5 1 ﬂmw-nov-emem -
inchude local businesses. tion you look back on
Contir ey e heaied W
inuing the challenge .12 be the generation they say,
The challenge's benefits have  “They fixed i ... they helped us
gone boyond the monetary  move on”
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St. James 8" Graders
Win National Science
Competition:
Awarded $10,000

Bettom row L o R Lyda S
Savanran Watisco, Mas¥artar Dellacedo. Samarsha Harrngion. Arcrea Wriht

warson, Laura Whis, Adel Cole, Fiona Statz. Top row (L 10 ).

Looking for your support to
win next round for $30,000!

We are the Ladies of the Light, a group of 8" grade girs
from St. James. We have been working on a project called
the Lexus Eco Challenge, a program sponsored by
Scholastic that encourages students across the country to
take action n their community to protect the environment

After researching renewable energy resources, our team
decided 1o raise money for solar panels to put on SL. James
School. These panels cost $7,000 each. We raised $3,500
through donations from school families. Then we found out
we won the first round of the Eco Challenge, meaning we
were awarded $10,000 from Scholastic and Lexus. $8,000
goes lo teacher and student gran/scholarship money and
$2,000 goes to the school to put towards the solar panel
project. So, now we have $5,500 towards our effort

Butitisn't over yet! The next round of the Eco Challenge
has started. In this round we are competing against 15
ofher teams across the country to win the grand prize of
$30,000. In this round, we need to take our project to the
nextlevel. Amongst other things, we are stil trying to raise
the $7,000 (or more for even more panels) and we are
calling on you o help. f you could please consider making
agiftto support this exciting project, it would be greally
appreciated. Use the attached pledge card and retum it to
St. James School.

Thank you for your support!
- The Lades of the Light

Check out the attached Catholic Herald article
they just ran about us!
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Videographer Ti Tynan sets up a camers 1o iterview St. James Scicol eighth-pratess Aried Calin, left, 14, and Mactrachare
Ak d MACHC, 14, Joe (1L of thee ot i 1he Lesus £ Chalenge,

Students document Eco Challenge

Fighth-graders at St James  *(We want to) bring a
School are competing for a better future to our school 7 fencii ST e 1 ke
830000 prize for workon ~ and just pass it on.” h=- the tnitsal Mp;l‘u.:
" . choss t focus oo either
renewable energy research.  — wagracirs Maanst de Macsda, 14, m.m.,.n.g“mm‘.
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Street, made a big & enceswith the project and a o malse the $7000 for the selar
panel,
ina mticea nenewable energy con-
St James plhans to send the vid- . e
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tiweighth-gradescieececlass etered
pecjects i the Liocus Eoo Challengy
O which
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'We want
1o our school and just pass it on.* said
"
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the Final Challenge. Tho studeats will
subamit thwir eotry Thursdey and will
arn et month
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teaching assistant 4t UW-Madison

The other students sre Ariel Colin,
Samastha Fions
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