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Trust  
Teach  
Transform  



A PLUG FOR READING… 
Kids need plenty of time to 
just plain read text they can  
and want to read! 





But test scores are by no means  
the only reason to read, or the  
most important one .   
Above all, we read to nurture  
our souls, address our questions,  
learn about the world 
 & transform our lives.   



Five principles of  
	Reading	Achievement	and	Learning	

	

Access 
 Books! Books! Books!  

Volume 
  the more kids read  
   the better they read 

Response 
 the more kids interact the more they 
learn and understand. 

Explicit Instruction 
 kids need both teacher modeling and 
time to practice. 

Purpose 
 Readers must see reading as  
 meaningful experience 

 
  
  

 



Voluminous High-Success Reading 

The more minutes of high-success reading  
completed each day is the best 
predictor of reading growth 
 

  Dr Richard Allington  



Voluminous, High Success Reading  
“Conducting a meta-analysis of over 50 reading research studies,  
Stephen Krashen found that the single greatest factor in reading  
achievement (even above socio-economics) was reading volume— 
how much reading people do.”     Donalyn Miller 

     AKA The Book Whisperer 
     “I’ve Got Research. Yes I Do.   
           I’ve Got Research. How About You?” 



In School Reading 
	

•  33% of kids ages 6-17 report that their class has  
   a designated time during the school day for     
independent reading but only 17% say this occurs 
daily 

•  52% say independent reading in school is their 
favorite part of the day and they wish it would 
happen more often 

 
•  61% of low income kids say they read for fun 

mostly at school while 32% of high SES kids say 
the   

 
  Scholastic Kids and Family Reading Report 

2014  
   



Readicide: noun, the systematic killing of the  
love of reading, often exacerbated by the inane,  
mind-numbing practices found in schools. 

     Gallagher 2009, p 2   



•  Lack of access to interesting text 
  Limited use of school libraries 
  Minimal classroom libraries 
  Classroom libraries need to be culled   

•  Limited opportunities to self select text 
       Not enough time built in to choose text 

•  Limited guidance from teachers  
 Teachers not doing enough book talks  
 Teachers not reading aloud beyond 2nd grade 

•  Limited time for free voluntary reading 
 When can reading occur if not in class? 

   



Access	+	Choice	+	Time	=	Volume	



Fill your  classroom libraries with  
compelling books of every genre, on every topic  
and at every level.  

Access to books is an issue of  
social justice. The more the more,  
the less the less. (2012)  

  Newman and Celano  

Don’t be afraid to weed and cull!  



Build your classroom libraries for the kids  
you expect. 
Customize them for the kids who come.  







Book match relentlessly!   
     Annie Ward 

 



We simply have to build in 
time for kids to read text they 
can and  
want to read every day!  





Why is it that the kids who need  
the most time to read, 
get the least?  



All readers thrive with  
voluminous engaged 
reading,  
 
But our most vulnerable 
readers  
require it! 



We need an  
intervention  
on interventions!  
 
The best intervention is  
a good book a child can and  
wants to read.   



Programs don’t teach 
kids.   
Teachers teach kids! 



Of 153 different reading programs  
reviewed by the What Works  
Clearinghouse, only one had strong  
evidence that it improved reading  
achievement --  
Reading Recovery 
 
WWC 2007 Allington 2013 



The only evidence-
based solutions for 
improving  
reading achievement 
involve  
developing the 
expertise of classroom 
teachers  
and expanding the 
options available for 
kids  
	
	

Dick Allington 2013 RT  



Good Instruction 
is 
Good Instruction  
for All Kids! 

We differentiate through the 
responses 
We differentiate through the 
text 



Modeling the Inner Conversation  
  An interactive read aloud   

	

I wonder. . . 

I think . . . 

I infer . . . 



Thinking	aloud	with	.	.	.	





Interac*ve		
read-aloud	

responses	from	
Shaker	Heights,	OH	

USA	
Sixth	Grade	

	



Above all, 
Reading is thinking! 



Interactive Read Aloud Gives All Kids Access                                  

Equality  Differentiation  Equity  



Don’t level the playing field.  
Tip it toward the underdogs.  

    Neuman and Celano 2012 



Beliefs drive language; 
Language drives practice 
 
Its not about reading abilities; 
Its about reading behaviors   

 
Table the Labels  
  



Labels  
•  erode  
     confidence  
•  crush potential  
•  stifle capability 



Foster a true growth  
 mindset 

 
View learning and life as 
    an experiment where we grow,  
    learn & innovate by working 
on  
    something, making mistakes  
    and trying again (&again…) 

	



We can begin when we  
quit stigmatizing mistakes!  



Kids will take a chance if they don’t know the answer. 
They are not afraid of being wrong.  If  you are  not 
prepared for being wrong you will never come up  
with anything original.  
 
In schools we stigmatize mistakes rather than value 
them.  We now run educational systems where mistakes 
are the worst things you can make. 

Curiosity is the engine that drives 
achievement.  



 
Many great 
successes started 
out as failures.  

Columbus		



Smart is not something you are.  
Smart is something you get.  
Jeff Howard --Efficacy Institute www.efficacy.org  

 
You grow smart by reading, writing, 
talking, listening, investigating, thinking, 
doing, and working hard. 

      Stephanie Harvey 2010  

YET is the operative word as in  
“Jake is not that good at fractions YET.” 





LANGUAGE MATTERS! 
Lets’s call them attempts  
rather than mistakes!! 



Reading is an expansive, dynamic, 
recursive, comprehensive process 
involving:  
•  phonemics  
•  comprehension  
•  confidence 
•  vocabulary development  
•  genre knowledge  
•  text selection 
•  response   
•  and more 

  ARR 
Assessing 
Readers in 
the Round  



Levels	

C	
B	
A	



Ultimately, although levels 
serve to guide us,  
reading is about more than 
levels  
 



Reading is an expansive, dynamic, 
recursive, comprehensive process 
involving:  
•  phonemics  
•  comprehension  
•  confidence 
•  vocabulary development  
•  genre knowledge  
•  text selection 
•  response   
•  and more 





Interest Above All!  
Have kids bring in or make photos/videos of  
things they love and/or love to do. Find text 
accordingly 



No more book snobbery! 
As a kid I lived on a steady diet of  The Hardy Boys and  
Archie comic books without the slightest sense there was  
anything better I might be doing with my time.  

    Michael Lewis,  
    Time January 2015  



Our textual lineage  
Includes things we have read 
that have been significant in 
shaping our identities  

   Alfred Tatum  

Scholastic’s Global Literacy Campaign 
describes textual lineage as “a reading and 
writing autobiography which shows that 
who you are is in part developed through 
the stories and information you’ve 
experienced  





Textual Lineage 
Spend time thinking about your own  
textual lineage and share with your kids  
throughout the year. As you think back: 
 
•  What texts do you remember?Why? 
•  What texts do you identify with? Why? 
•  What texts evoke strong feelings? Why? 
•  What texts left a lasting impression? Why? 
•  What texts seem to have made a difference     
     in your life? Why? 



What powerful reading experiences can you  
recall from childhood?   
What texts left a lasting impression on you? 

Textual 
Lineage 



Share our own literate lives  with our kids every  
day. Share both our reading joys and reading  
challenges. 
.  
 
Extraordinary essays  
about the impact of reading  
on the lives of   
writers & educators 
 

     
Lois Bridges ED Scholastic 2014. 



For students of every  
ability and background, it’s  
the simple, miraculous act  
of reading a good book that  
turns them into readers,  
because even for the least  
experienced, most reluctant  
reader, it’s the one good book that changes  
everything. The job of adults who  
care about reading is to move heaven  
and earth to put that book into a child’s hands. 
 

 Nancie Atwell  --The Reading Zone   



Smart 
is not  
somethin
g  
you are, 
smart is 
somethin
g  
you get! 
 



www.stephanieharvey.com 
@stephharvey49 
#tablethelabels 

 

Reading is thinking! 


