
This whiteboard-ready activity is from the “Spinning a Yarn” lesson (grades 2–4).
scholastic.com/elmers

Tall Tale Story Starters

Choose one of the following story starters or create 
one of your own to help get your tall tale going!

“A remarkable 
event once 
occurred in 
the wide open 
grasslands 
of Wyoming. 
A comet 
flew across 
the sky and 
landed smack 
in the middle 
of a giant 
tumbleweed. 
As the comet’s 
crusty shell 
began to crack 
open, a small 
child was 
revealed...”

“Ask any 
grizzly bear 
across our fair 
land who is the 
bravest explorer 
who ever lived, 
and he’ll lower 
his head in 
reverence as he 
says one single 
name...”

“On the night 
Marna Tuttle 
Wattleby was 
born, the sun 
and the moon 
both shone in 
the sky and the 
stars seemed 
to twinkle in 
unison. The 
owls didn’t hoot 
and the crickets 
didn’t chirp. The 
mayor said, ‘It’s 
clear this baby 
is going to be 
special...’”

“One early 
spring day when 
the leaves were 
just starting to 
sprout from the 
branches, a 
loud rumbling 
sound could be 
heard coming 
from deep in the 
forest. My great-
great-great-
grandfather was 
the bravest man 
in town and so 
he set off into 
the trees to 
find out what 
was going on 
in there. When 
he reached 
a clearing in 
the middle of 
the forest, he 
couldn’t believe 
his eyes...”

“It’s impossible 
to say how 
many days 
actually passed 
without the tides 
having come up 
onto the shore, 
but after a fairly 
long time, the 
local villagers 
decided it 
was time to 
investigate. 
Venturing out 
onto the dry 
sand that had 
formerly been 
home to all 
kinds of sea life, 
from tiny fish 
to burrowing 
crabs, they 
came across 
something most 
peculiar...”
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