
Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction © 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo • Scholastic Inc.   1

Student Response Form

Student’s name   Grade 

Your teacher wants to learn more about you as a reader. Here are some directions to remember:

 ◆  Please complete this assessment on your own. Do not ask for help or use anything  
(dictionaries, websites, etc.) to help you.

 ◆ Each time you read, please fill in your reading log below.

 ◆ When you reach a page with a sticky note, read to the bottom of the page.

 ◆  Stop and answer the question on your response form. Include as much detail as you can  
from the book to support your answer. (It is fine to reread, but do not read ahead.)

 ◆ Put the sticky note back in the book.

 ◆ Keep reading!

Reading Log
Teacher: Please fill out.

date Start Time end Time Start Page end Page Total  
Time

Total  
Pages

1

Total 138
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1. Page 10  What kind of person is Lincoln? 

2.  Page 32  What kind of person is Lincoln’s mom? What are your thoughts  
about his relationship with her?

3.  Page 41  What is the “field work” mentioned here, and why is it important to  
Linc and Monica?

E   P   A   I

E   P   A   I

E   P   A   I
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4.  Page 42  At the top of the page, the narrator says, “The basketball filled with air and  
went bumping down the stairs, out of control.” What does this mean?

5.  Page 44  Why is the conversation between Linc and Tony from the first  
chapter repeated on the bottom of page 44?

6. Page 47  What kind of person is Tony? Why is he important to Linc?

Taking Sides
by Gary Soto

E   P   A   I

E   P   A   I

E   P   A   I



Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction © 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo • Scholastic Inc.   4

7. Page 51  Describe where Linc lives now and where he used to live. 

8. Page 62  Why does Linc leave the thrift store and walk to his old school? 

9.  Page 73  How is Linc’s relationship with Tony similar to and different  
from his relationship with James?

Taking Sides
by Gary Soto

E   P   A   I

E   P   A   I

E   P   A   I



Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction © 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo • Scholastic Inc.   5

10. Page 85  In what ways are issues of race coming up in this story?

11. Page 99  What does the word carnal mean in this story? 

12. Page 106  What are some of the conflicts that Linc is experiencing?
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13. Page 135  Think about a theme in this book and use that to explain the title.

Reflection

Was this book easy, just right, or too hard?

How do you know? 

Did you like this book? 

Why or why not? 

Would you choose another book like this from the library? 

Why or why not? 
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