
CARNIVAL:  IMAGES AND INFORMATION
Carnival celebrations featuring performers dressed as devils are found across Puerto Rico and the rest of Latin 
America. The presence of these characters during Carnival is understood by many as an ancient reference to the 
contest between good and evil.

Mask maker Antonio Muñiz has added the horns of a traditional carnaval de 
Ponce mask (usually representing a devilish face) to a gorilla. This papier-
mâché mask has an articulated jaw and a vinyl tongue. (ID# 1997.0097.0009, 
Vidal Collection, National Museum of American History)

This papier-mâché mask was made by Miguel Caraballo in 1985. Masks like 
this are typically worn by young men from the neighborhood, who don the 
costume of a vejigante, a character who roams the streets during Carnival, 
playfully scaring children and other revelers, and swatting them with vejigas 
(balloon-like, inflated animal bladders). (ID# 1997.0097.0002, Vidal Collection, 
National Museum of American History) 

This mask is from Mexico, collected in 1982. It is carved from a single piece 
of wood. The mask was worn at local festivities at Carnival time, and used in 
the “Tigre” Dance. In this dance, a “tigre” is pursued and its eventual death is 
enacted to the uproarious rejoicing of dancers and spectators. (Catalogue No. 
E421097, Department of Anthropology, Smithsonian Institution)

This mask is also from Mexico, collected in 1982. It is also carved from a 
single piece of wood and used in the “Tigre” Dance. (Catalogue No. 
E421148-0, Department of Anthropology, Smithsonian Institution)

Beginning in the 16th century, Mexico’s indigenous people drew on their rich 
mask-making tradition to lampoon their Spanish rulers.  This Nahua mask ap-
pears to be a non-Native person wearing a helmet; Nahua people say it is 
a non-Native person being swallowed by an eagle. (Nahua mask, ca. 1950.  
San Francisco Ozomatlan. Guerrero, Mexico.  Wood, paint.  24/5840, National 
Museum of the American Indian)

This homemade costume was made for the Ponce carnival. It has a cape at-
tached at the neck made from the same black and red striped fabric (black 
and red are the colors of the city of Ponce). Carnival participants who wear 
costumes like this one, in addition to a mask, and other carnival accoutre-
ments like matching shoes, canes, and gloves, are called vejigantes. Veji-
gantes are famous for playfully swatting at carnival-goers with a vejiga, a 
dried, inflated bladder. When a real animal bladder in not available, an empty 
water bottle is an acceptable substitute. (ID# 1997.0097.0047, Vidal Collection, 
National Museum of American History)
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